tch 
ind 


est 
of 


con 
ted 
sed 
ing 

the 

the 
AIG 
(du- 


vatch 
mber 
1 the 
r the 
e ac 
n the 
> the 
1e as 
r the 

and 


t and 
yvem- 


) well 
ns by 
ylogy, 











Audubon 


Published by the National Audubon Societ 


Volume 8, No. 4 


Te’ . 
BOT) 


Field Notes 


y in Collaboration with the U. S. Fish G Wildlife Service 


25 Cents August 1954 


AUS 26°54 





ue 

















=~ 
=~ 








—_— re 7 
Pe ~ = = : 
—_— = ——— aia wo = re ~~ = 
— > a ge ee 
on” oat —_ ot Sia 
<= = al 
Pend - aa? : 7a oe 
a - - 
Se OS TIE oe ary 
tI ESS 
7" 


~ identifications 











The pleasure and effectiveness of your 
field observations will be greatly in- 
creased by your ownership of a fine tele- 
scope. For difficult or questionable iden- 
tifications at ranges beyond the reach of 
a binocular, BALscope Sr. brings higher 
power with a crispness, clarity and bril- 
liance of image not known before. 

With BALscope Sr. you can quickly 
learn to follow birds in flight for long 
periods; new type focusing provides con- 
tinual focus adjustment merely by run- 
ning your finger over the conveniently- 
located focusing knob. 

BALscope Sr. is compact for easy port- 
ability, too. Weighs only 48 ounces, is 
less than 1612” long. With the tripod 
adapter, you can mount it on any pan- 
head camera tripod for steady support 
and easy movement. 


WRITE for folder, G-17, with de- 
scription and specifications on BALscope 
Jr. and BALscope Sr. telescope. Bausch 
& Lomb Optical Co., 25232 Lomb Park, 
Rochester 2, New York. 
























BAUSCH & LOMB 


BALSseope Sr. 


60mm TELESCOPE 


ONLY $95 with choice of 15x, 
20x, 30, or 60 X (celestial) 
eyepieces. Extra (interchangeable) 
eyepieces, $25 each. Tripod adapt- 
er for use with any panhead cam- 
era tripod, $6.85. 




















wm 
20x BALSso0pD0 IR 


40mm TELESCOPE $44.75 


Draw-tube telescope of compact design; weighs only 
23 ounces, and for carrying, measures 12 9/16” long 
with protective caps at each end. Lug cast into body 
provides for attachment to panhead tripod without 
adapter. 
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THE CHANGING SEASONS 


A Summary of the Spring Migration 


Ludlow Griscom 


OR ONCE we have had so poor and disastrous 

a spring migration in the East that some 

generalizations are possible and very much in 

order. Readers should most carefully read Mr. New- 

man’s superb analysis of the Central Southern Region, 

as it is far too detailed to quote here. While un- 

happily there is again no coastal Texas report, friends 

and correspondents enable me to give some important 
highlights. 

1. For the second year in succession the land-bird 
migration more or less failed in coastal Texas from 
mid-April to May 7. I know nothing about what hap- 
pened later, if anything. 

2. The early part of the spring was very warm 
throughout the East to mid or late April. 

3. The tropical American migrants began arriving 
in the United States quite early, furnishing many 
record-breaking early dates throughout the East north 
to the Canadian border as warm and good weather 
steadily prevailed. There was nothing to prevent their 
drifting north, and the season reports teem with evi- 
dence that they did so. 

4. May was suddenly, dramatically, and uniformly 
cool and often very rainy from Florida to the 
Canadian border, west to the Rocky Mountains. The 
migration northward was virtually suspended after 
May 2nd until late May, and editors complain that 
the birds “trickled through’ without any marked 
waves. 

5. Significant bad weather reports follow: Nova 
Scotia, frost on May 28; Massachusetts, 3 records for 
rainfall broken! Snow in Quebec in early June. Snow 
in the Pennsylvania mountains, May 9. Record low 
of 48°, May 22, Tallahassee, Fla.; snow and sleet, 
May 1-6, Minnesota-Michigan, 23° in Michigan, May 
31; 14 inches of snow in Ontario, May 2-7. Snow in 
North and South Dakota, May 1 and 2. Severe loss of 
birds reported widely, due to cold, dust storms (Okla- 
homa) and high winds (North Carolina). 

6. Florida reports strong southwesterly winds fol- 
lowed suddenly by northerly winds and. rain. High 
westerly winds in North Carolina blew from April 
14 to 16. 

7. Editors believe that this accounts for a marked 
easterly drift of the trans-Gulf migrants. Florida had 
a banner year. It is correlated by Mr. Newman's re- 
porting the same thing for the Gulf Coast of Louisi- 
ana, and Dr. Brooks complains that many tropical 
American migrants characteristic of the western slope 
of the Alleghenies were scarce or lacking' 

8. I, of course, do not know why northwestern 


296 


Florida (Weston) had a “poor” season with penin- 
sular Florida so good, or why inland points (Louisi. 
ana, Alabama and Mississippi) did so well, when 
coastal Louisiana did badly. 

9. I again note with interest that the Southern 
Great Plains had a fine wave of “eastern” warblers on 
May 13 which was noted as far west as El Paso, 
Texas (Southwest Region). It means to me that this 
account and the apparent increase of trans-Gulf mi- 
grants in peninsular Florida in recent years, is pos- 
sibly due to a greater number of competent observers 
more or less permanently stationed at strategic points, 
as compared to my younger days. 

10. Southward the number of “‘late’’ records of 
lingerers clearly refiects the cool and backward May. 

11. Curiously enough there were a_ remarkable 
number of “early storm vagrants” from Cape Cod to 
Nova Scotia, notably the Summer Tanager and the 
much-discussed Indigo Bunting. Note the ‘‘deluge”’ of 
the latter species in Florida from April 5 to 16, and 
the reports of high westerly or southwesterly winds. 

12. On the Pacific Coast, there was a very unusual 
wave of warblers near Seattle on May 4-5, believed 
to be due to the moderation of cold weather farther 
south. In the Southern Pacific northwest winds blew 
steadily from late April to early May, and the “Mexi- 
can" birds were late in arriving in a mid-May wave. 

13. Readers will have noted that Mr. Newman 
has adopted ‘key’ species for his trans-Gulf migra- 
tion. For purposes of my own I choose to adopt the 
Bay-breasted Warbler with the following results. 
Massachusetts-Southern Canada heavy flight; New 
Jersey and western slope of Allegheny Mountains 
poorer than usual; Middle Atlantic Region, more than 
usual, with an exceptional record for Florida. Place 
and time of arrival in the United States in numbers 
unknown. Interested readers can work out for them- 
selves a number of other species in exactly the same 
category—Tennessee, Cerulean, Mourning Warblers; 
Veery, Olive-sided Flycatcher, etc. 

14. We must accept the fact that as a matter of 
common sense a cool May produces a late or retarded 
migration. But we have no choice whatever how the 
tropical migrants passing up Central America and 
about to launch out over the Gulf of Mexico from, 
say Yucatan, can know about the unfavorable weather 
in the United States ahead of them. They either put 
down far inland (the coastal hiatus) and remain 
largely undetected, or they do not come at all for 
reasons unknown. 

15. It should be clear that the “key” transients 
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listed above are those species known to be common or 
numerically abundant in parts of the Northeast, which 
are almost never reported in any numbers in any 
southern State in spring, but which must pass through 
them somewhere, sometime. We have here the greatest 
lacunae in our knowledge of the migration of our 
North American birds. 

Southern Herons.—Steady increase of spring records 
northward. Egret nesting in Ontario; Yellow-crowned 
Night Heron nesting in Ontario and Ohio. 

Cattle Egret—North to Virginia, Delaware, 2 lo- 
calities in New Jersey, Long Island, N. Y. (May 
17-27), Newbury, Mass. (April 25-29). 

Glossy Ibis —As this species is increasing, there 
were a number of wanderers north to New England 
and Ontario. 

Geese —Splendid flight of Canadas throughout the 
East. Am. Brant, good flight with increasing numbers 
inland in western New York and Ontario. Snow 
Goose, record flight in New England with 51,000 re- 
ported gathering in Quebec. White-fronted Goose, 
good flight, exceptional numbers farther east than us- 
ual (Massachusetts, Middlewestern Prairie, Ontario). 

Dabbling Ducks.—Variously reported as poor in 
the Northeast to good in the interior. 

Hawks.—Fair flight in northeastern localities. Mis- 
sissippi Kite reported near Augusta and along Savan- 





nah River, Georgia. Golden Eagle captured in western 
North Carolina. 

Whooping Crane.—A total of six birds in 2 dif- 
ferent localities in North Dakota. Remained many 
days. 

Shorebirds—Fine flight throughout the country. 
Am. Golden Plover, increase continues, Massachusetts 
(3 times), Ohio good, Ontario up to 1500 in a flock. 
Curlew Sandpiper, New Jersey (2 times), Massachu- 
setts (2 times). Hudsonian Godwit, fine flight on 
south Texas coast, also reported from north Texas, 
Oklahoma, Kansas (up to 75), Iowa, Illinois, Massa- 
chusetts (one adult on Monomoy). 

Gulls and Alcids—Another Kittiwake collected in 
the Gulf of Mexico, Louisiana, and an Ancient Murre- 
let collected in Louisiana, the most unexpected rarity 
of the season. 

Other Rare Land Birds.—Scissor-tailed Flycatcher in 
Maine. Gray Kingbird in Alabama and Louisiana. 
Bachman’s Warbler in Virginia (May 8-June 1) and 
Louisiana; Kirtland’s Warbler on migration in Ohio; 
Connecticut Warbler collected at Atlanta, Ga.; Bul- 
lock’s Oriole on Cape Cod, in Mass. and Louisiana. 
Common Starling nesting in Arizona. Black-backed 
Goldfinch collected in Louisiana. House Finch in 
northwestern Connecticut. Field Sparrow in Nova 
Scotia. 





REGION REPORTS 


Spring Season 


April 1 to May 31, 1954 


NORTHEASTERN MARITIME REGION.—The 
weather pattern along coastal New England through- 
out the entire spring—shifting violently from abnor- 
mally warm and early 
in mid-February through 
mid-April to very cold, 
wet and late in late April 
and early May. In detail, 
February was the second 
warmest in history at 
Boston. The daily aver- 
age was 7.2° above nor- 
mal, for a mean tem- 
perature of 36.4° for the 
month. There were only 
2 inches of snow, and the 
temperature rose to 61° 
on the 21st. It failed to 
rise above freezing on 

mound or gent only three days, and fell 
ceehene below only once during 
the last 11 days of the 
month. The only cold 
spell was on the 13th and 14th when it fell to -1° 
and +1° respectively. In the 3 months of December, 
January and February, New England failed to get a 
single genuine northeaster. Rain fell on 12 days in 
February, for a total of 3.37 inches—0.44 inches 

















above normal. March provided almost no snow, and 
continued February’s mild weather except for a brief, 
cold spell in the last week. A large storm at the end 
of the month missed Boston completely, but deposited 
up to 8 inches in northern Maine. The mean tempera- 
ture was normal and rainfall was normal. April was 
truly a month of excesses. The temperature reached 
85° on the 20th and 21st, but fell to record lows of 
21° on the 3rd, 17° on the 4th; 2 inches of snow fell 
on the Ist. Mean temperature was 2.8° above normal. 
Total rainfall was 1.79 inches above the average. 
Certainly some sort of record must have been set on 
the 2ist, when the temperature fell 21° in five 
minutes from a high of 85° when a sea breeze sprang 
up at Boston. May was a disappointing month. Cloudi- 
ness and east winds kept the temperature down be- 
low normal until the final week. The mean turned 
out to be 56.3°, just 1.5° under normal. Boston had 
its wettest month in history with a rainfall of 13.38 
inches. That figure was 10.47 inches above normal in 
May, and one period of rain lasted 11 days. A sur- 
prise weekend attack gave Boston 5.74 inches of rain, 
the second heaviest 24-hour total in history; 5.54 
inches fell in 12 hours, a new record. That is nearly 
twice the amount Boston normally gets for the entire 
month of May. Only two days were clear, the 26th 
and the 31st. Dr. Harrison F. Lewis of Shelburne 
County, Nova Scotia, writes “the spring of 1954 in 
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this area was cold and backward. Late frost on May 
28.’ It is not surprising then that few migrants were 
observed until the third week in the month, but when 
they finally began to come through they came in 
numbers and the last weekend of May proved to be 
the best when the missing summer residents and 
transients arrived. 

Summing up the effect of the weather on the spring 
migration, the first spring birds arrived on February 
11, and blackbirds arrived in numbers the end of the 
month. In March, due to lack of contrast, there was 
no marked wave of landbird migrants. During the 
heat wave in April vegetation absolutely exploded. 
The tendency during April was for the markedly early 
arrival of tropical American birds, and the tendency 
for the transients to slip through mostly unobserved. 
One lias to go back to 1930 and 1928 to get a poorer 
and more disappointing spring migration. There 
wasn't a single night the whole month of May with 
southwest winds from May 2nd to May 29th, and all 
observers complained of the small numbers of most 
birds, the lack of song, and everybody was down one 
or more species on the regular transient list. G. F. 
Boyer of New Brunswick tells us that they had a very 
backward spring and the waterfowl migration on the 
whole was slower than average. 

Pelagic Birds—There was a good flight of Sooty 
Shearwaters and Wilson's Petrels at sea off Monomoy 
Point, May 30, and all 3 species of jaegers were also 
seen (Griscom, Rosses, Beatties, N. Hill, R. Emery). 

Pelicans, Gannets.-—A Brown Pelican was at Sakon- 
net Pt., R. I., April 10 and 11 (many observers). 
There was a good flight of Gannets, 568 passing s.e. 
Light at Block Island, R. I., in one hour, April 16 
(Aaron Bagg). 

Geese.—There was a very fine flight of Canadas. 
At Merrymeeting Bay, Me., the official count was 
abort 40,000, just about double the highest count 
ever made. By the second week of April the number 
was down to the fairly normal 20,000. One goose 
captured, studied, and measured proved to be the 
Lesser subspecies. The Snow Goose concentration 
there was about 1000 at its height. At least 2 Snow 
Geese were examined and measured and proved to be 
the Greater variety. One thousand Snow Geese arrived 
at Newburyport, Mass., on March 31, the numbers 
dwindling to about 200 by April 19. Two Blue Geese 
and one White-fronted Goose were observed in the 
flock. There was also a good flight of Am. Brant; 
1500 were reported at Lubec, Me., Feb. 20 (F. Law- 
rence), and G. F. Boyer on May 25 counted 300 at 
Wolfeville, Nova Scotia, a rather late date. 

Ducks.—Thousands of ducks were in Newburyport 
harbor from Feb. 27 to early April, including Old- 
squaws, Greater Scaup, Buffle-heads and Am. Golden- 
eyes. Gadwalls were present at Duxbury, N. Scituate, 
and Plum Island, Mass.; a European Widgeon was at 
Plymouth, Mass., April 4 (R. Fox and others); Am. 
Widgeon were down in numbers; a male European 
Teal was seen at Halifax, April 4 (Leslie W. Pierce) ; 
Wood Ducks were scarce and late in arriving; a fair 
number of Ring-necked Ducks were reported; a 
European Tufted Duck was in Marshfield, Mass. 
throughout April and excellent motion pictures were 
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secured. 

Hawks.—There was a warm southwest wind March 
9 and Mrs. Frances Elkins and Mrs. Cora Wellman 
had a record flight of hawks in the Sudbury Valley, 
78 individuals of 8 species. A Black Vulture was 
seen in Peabody, Mass., April 21, by Francis Wade. 
A Gyrfalcon at W. Newbury, Mass., April 5 (de. 
Windt and I. Bamford) ; a Swainson’s Hawk at Plum 
Island on May 28 (F. Elkins and R. Paine). 

Shorebirds —There was a fine flight on Monomoy 
on May 31; 15 species, including 800 Ruddy Turn- 
stones, 500 Red Knots, one Hudsonian Godwit (N, 
Hill), 10,000 peeps, and 20,000 Sanderlings. A Wil- 
son's Plover at Nauset Beach, Mass.. on May 30 
(Verry and Goodridge, Griscom and others) ; an Am. 
Golden Plover at Squantum, Mass., on May 2 (R. 
Fox and J. O'Regan), and one at Newburyport on 
May 23 (A. Argues); Curlew Sandpiper at Plum 
Island on May 25 (D. Snyder and D. Searle), and 
one at Nauset Beach on May 29 (R. D. Ross and 
others ). 

Gulls and Terns ——As many as 5 European Black- 
headed Gulls were present at Newburyport during 
April, and one was seen at N. Scituate, May 31 
(Higginbothams). A Little Gull was at Newburyport 
to May 9. Two White-winged Black Terns were 
first seen by Dr. and Mrs. John B. May at North 
Scituate Beach, May 25, and seen by many other ob- 
servers through May 27. This is the third North 
American record. The first was a breeding female shot 
by L. Kumlien at Lake Koshkonong, Wis., July 5, 
1873. The second was one taken in the West Indies 
(Barbados), October 24, 1888. 

Warblers —It was a good year for Tennessee, and 
Bay-breasted Warblers (up to 50 in one day at 
Georgetown—Harris), and there were a fair number 
of Cape Mays. Brewster's Warblers were reported 
from 4 places; Yellow Palms were in good numbers, 
April 18. 

Other Landbirds.—The population of Eastern Blue- 
birds seems to be notably down throughout eas‘ern 
Massachusetts; the flight of transient thrushes, Rusty 
Blackbirds, Fox Sparrows, and Yellow-bellied Sap- 
suckers was notably poor. G. F. Boyer of Sackville, 
New Brunswick, writes “the Fox Sparrow migration 
in this region was way below normal. I did not see 
a single one.” The White-crowned and Lincoln's 
Sparrows seem to slipped through virtually 
unreported during the poor weather of mid-May. 
Warm weather the last days of May caused a heavy 
ftight of the very latest transients, including the Bay- 
breasted and Tennessee Warblers. A  Short-billed 
Marsh Wren was found dead in Bowdoinham, Me., 
April 19 (V. C. Dunlap). Twelve Blue-gray Gnat- 
catchers were reported in April and several in May. 
A female Bewick’s Wren was discovered in Monroe, 
N. H., April 24 and was still present, May 1 (I. 
Hunt). It was observed with a House Wren, both 
birds trying to build in the same box. 

Early Storm Vagrants.—Rose-breasted Grosbeak in 
Shelburne County, Nova Scotia, April 18 (Mr. and 
Mrs. F. Doane). Indigo Bunting—numerous records 
from April 17 on, from Rhode Island, Martha’s Vine- 
yard, Cape Cod, and Nova Scotia (H. F. Lewis). 
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Eastern Meadowlark in Shelburne County, Nova 
Scotia, April 7 (H. F. Lewis). Summer Tanagers at 
Edgartown on Martha's Vineyard, April 25 (Mrs. 
Robert Jackson, Jr.); Boston, May 11 (F. Curtis) ; 
Block Island, R. I., May 15 (W. Dean and D. Emer- 
son); Mt. Auburn Cemetery, Cambridge, May 18 
(Griscom and others) ; Methuen, Mass., May 20—one 
picked up dead (Gaunt and P. W. Smith, Jr.) ; Nan- 
tucket, May 27 (Davis and Hedges) ; Chatham, Mass., 
May 29 and 30 (Mosher); Monomoy, May 31 (N. 
Hill); and Morris Island (Chatham), May 31 (R. 
Emery and R. D. Ross). 

Southern and Western Stragglers—Am. Egrets ap- 
peared April 1 at Worcester and W. Roxbury, and 
at Monomoy by the end of the month. Snowy Egrets 
at Nantucket, April 12 and 24 (Mr. and Mrs. J. C. 
Andrews); Ipswich, May 4 and 5 (E. Foster); and 
Squantum, May 30 (Harringtons and others). An 
adult Little Blue Heron also at Nantucket, May 30 
weekend (L. J. Whittles). A Cattle Egret at New- 
bury, Mass., April 25-29 (W. T. Colby, Jr.)—photo- 
graphed by many people. Glossy Ibis at Block Island, 
R. I., April 19 (A. Bagg); Medfield, Mass., May 10 
(F. Marsh); and North Andover, Mass., May 19 and 
20 (N. Nash). Red-bellied Woodpecker at West- 
port, Mass., March 12, and again noted there on April 
25 (Romaine and others). Scissor-tailed Flycatcher 
at Brunswick, Me., May 31 (F. Burton Whitman, 
Jr.)—photographed by Christopher M. Packard. A 
Prothonotary Warbler in Providence, R. I., May 19 
(W. Dean). Two Yellow-throated Warblers, one 
from New Salem, Mass., May 3 (Mr. and Mrs. Wil- 
lard S. Putnam and Mrs. H. R. Patterson), and one 
in Providence, R. I., May 12 (Mrs. A. F. Williston 
and others). A Kentucky Warbler at Block Island, 
R. I., May 15 (W. Dean and D. Emerson), consti- 
tuted Rhode Island’s first record. Hooded Warbler 
from Plum Island, Melrose, and Marblehead Neck, 
Mass., May 12, 22 and 31. Orchard Oriole at Ipswich, 
May 4 and 5 (B. Saunders); also an immature male 
seen and heard at Sackville, New Brunswick, June 
2-4 (G. F. Boyer). A male Bullock’s Oriole was 
trapped, banded, and photographed at Osterville, 
Mass., on April 24 (Leghorn and Johnson), but not 
seen later; a male at Marblehead throughout Feb- 
ruary was photographed by D. Snyder). A Western 
Tanager was at Meredith, N. H., throughout February 
(Vera Wallace). The Black-headed Grosbeak at An- 
nisquam, Mass., first noted there in December, was 
last seen on April 23 (Mrs. R. Adams). A Field 
Sparrow was identified at Bon Portage Island, Nova 
Scotia, May 9 (“‘first sure record for Nova Scotia’ — 
H. F. Lewis). Harris’s Sparrow at South Lin- 
coln, Mass., April 21 (Gropius). A Lark Sparrow 
was seen in Princeton, Mass., April 30 (Gordon H. 
Smith and others), and one at Middleboro, May 8 
(K. Anderson and others).—ALLEN MorGAN, W’ay- 
land, Mass., and RutH P. Emery, Massachusetts 
Audubon Society, 155 Newbury St., Boston 16, Mass. 


HUDSON—ST. LAWRENCE REGION.— 
Throughout most of the Region spring was backward, 


April and May, cold and wet. In the Adirondack area 
a 4-day snowstorm began 
on March 30 and on 
April 4 the temperature 
was —15° at Saranac Lake. 
At Montreal, Que., snow 
followed by cold rain 
lasted into early June, 
the rainfall there was 
25% above normal and 
the temperature 10° be- 
low average. At the 
cities of New York and 
Quebec, however, the 
weather conditions were 
about normal. 

From several sections 
it was reported that often 
a few individuals of a 
migratory species might 
arrive on a normal date 
but the bulk of that 
species would be a week or more late. Although in 
some areas no discernible waves were observed, it 
was pretty generally recorded that on May 1 and 2 
the most definite flight occurred—this being noted as 
far north as the Adirondacks. On May 17-20 another 
wave was recorded, weak in some sections, heavy in 
others. The warbler flight on the New York side of 
Lake Champlain was particularly heavy (T.. Lesper- 
ance). 

Loons through Cormorants.—-Large concentrations 
of Common Loons occurred on some of the lakes of 
northern New Jersey. On April 28, 188 were counted 
on the Boonton Reservoir and on the same day 42 
were seen on nearby Parsippany Lake (Mrs. Carol 
Davis). A Horned Grebe near Tupper Lake in the 
Adirondacks, April 15-20, was an unusual find for 
the section (G. M. Meade). Off Moriches Inlet, 
Long Island, 50 or more Sooty Shearwaters were seen 
from the beach on May 30. They were feeding with 
the gulls and the gannets (P. D. Skaar). On June 5 
at Shinnecock Inlet, farther east on Long Island, 68 
of these shearwaters were seen, and 4 Cory’s as well, 
between 4 and 4:30 p.m. They were flying into a 
strong west wind and were close inshore (L. Wilcox). 
A flock of Wilson’s Petrels estimated at 2000 birds 
was Close to the beach at Fire Is. Inlet, May 30 (S. 
Hopkins, R. Thorsell). Another White Pelican for 
Long Island was reported at Speonk in late May. 
Double-crested Cormorants began to migrate in large 
flocks past Orient on Long Island on April 18, the 
flight continuing for 10 days (R. Latham). 

Herons.—An early Great Blue Heron was seen near 
Quebec city on April 26 (R. Cayouette). The Am. 
Egret, too, was early in northern New Jersey, one on 
Franklin Pond, Sussex Co., April 16 (E. B. Nixdorf). 
At Fishers Island, L. I., these egrets have increased 
from last year’s 3 pairs to 8 pairs, staying in a colony 
of Black-crowned Night Herons (H. L. Ferguson). 
Another early record of this species was on April 
9 at Easthampton, Mass. (Riedel). A Snowy Egret 
was seen at Greenwich, Conn., on April 6 (Mrs. 
Carol S. Roesler), a very early occurrence; another 
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Snowy was at Broad Channel, Jamaica Bay, L. I., 
April 17. The adult Little Blue Heron seen at Man- 
chester, Conn., on May 23 (Victoria Schuetz) was 
probably one of the 3 recorded at nearby Glastonbury, 
Conn., on the same day (Mr. and Mrs. H. Austin). 
The first New York State record of a Cattle Egret 
has been made; one appeared at E. Moriches, Long 
Island, on May 17 and remained there 10 days (Mrs. 
J. Lukert, RW). It avoided all attempts to secure it 
for banding. Yellow-crowned Night Herons were 
more plentiful than is usual on Long Island and 
southwestern Connecticut; the highest count was 10 
at Sands Point, Long Island, April 24 (PDS). In 
Connecticut 2 were at Norwalk, May 24 (Alice A. 
and Helen G. Bristow). A very early Least Bittern 
was found near Berkshire, Mass., April 20 (Bailey). 

Geese.—The number of migrating Canada Geese 
was heavier than in many years past. During the last 
week of March and the first of April the majority of 
the Connecticut River Valley geese passed through; 
this flight was particularly heavy at Northampton, 
Mass., on March 29-30; on April 6, 600 were seen 
at nearby Chesterfield (Damon). In the Champlain 
Valley there was a flock of about 500 on Lake Bomo- 
seen, Vt., March 30 (Mrs. A. Mallette). On Lake 
Champlain at Burlington, Vt., 847 were counted on 
April 21 (Anna Reynolds, Marion L. Smith); at 
Addison, Vt., 350 were found on March 31 (R. W. 
Fuller). In New York near Baldwinsville a flock 
estimated at 4000 was on Mud Lake, April 15 
(O. A. Soc.); other records were of 400 over New 
Canaan, Conn., April 1 (Mrs. R. Macdonald); and 
120 over Wilton, Conn., on the same date (Mrs. 
R. S. Lemmon). Hundreds were feeding in the fields 
along the St. Lawrence River between Three Rivers 
and Ste. Anne de Beaupré on April 24-25 (G. H. 
Montgomery). The first Canadas were seen at Cap 
Tourmente, Que., on March 23 (J. Normandin) ; this 
flock built up to a maximum of about 2000 birds on 
May 8 (RC), but by May 18 all had gone. 

Am. Brant were numerous on the south shore of 
Long Island until the end of May, 300 at East Rocka- 
way on May 30 (J. Bull); in western Connecticut 
275 were seen flying over Compo Beach near West- 
port on May 18 and 53 at Saugatuck Shores on June 
8 (M. Brown). Records of an interior flight were 
frequent; one at Piermont, Rockland Co., N. Y., on 
May 15 (T. Daw, D. Hill); this is the third record 
for the County. Twenty-seven were seen at the 
Connecticut Lakes, N. H., on May 30 (Vera Wal- 
lace) ; about 200 were counted in the Albany, N. Y., 
area on May 8 (Schenectady Bird Club); 17 at Sandy 
Pond at Lake Ontario on May 16-30 (E. Evans, F. 
Scheider). At Seven Island, Que., 600 were present 
on May 19 (M. Campbell). On June 9 at Four 
Brothers Island, N. Y., on Lake Champlain, 4 brant 
were seen; studied at close range, 2 seemed to be 
dark-bellied birds (W. R. Miller). As the population 
of Snow Geese increases, the reports of flocks be- 
tween the Delaware and the St. Lawrence become 
more frequent. At Fishers Island, L. I., 27 were seen 
on April 2 (HLF) and 6 at Jones Beach, L. I., on 
March 26 (J. J. Elliott). Between 200 and 250 passed 
over New Canaan, Conn., on April 1 (Mrs. RM). 
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The geese passing up the Connecticut River Valley 
were numerous—over 300 were counted on March 
30; on April 3, 175 at South Charlestown, N. H.,, 
and on April 11, 150 at Deerfield, Mass (Norman), 
There were numerous small flocks seen in the Hudson. 
Champlain valley—8 over New City, N. Y., April 
18 (Mrs. J. M. Price); 6 at Burlington, Vt., on 
April 4 (MLS); and other small flocks were re. 
ported from the Vermont side of Lake Champlain. 
As recorded in the Winter report the first Snow Geese 
at Cap Tourmente, Que., arrived from the south on 
the extremely early date of March 16 (C. Fremont) 
and by the end of that month the flock had built up 
to nearly 15,000. An aerial count was taken on April 
14 which showed nearly 51,000 Snows at the Cap, 
A week of heavy NE winds apparently scattered the 
flock along the river shore from Portneuf Co., south 
of Quebec city, to Kamouraska County to the north. 
Throughout early May there were about 15,000 at the 
Cap (L. Lemieux) and the last were noted there on 
May 28 (O. Pruneau). Very few Blue Geese were 
reported; at Cap Tourmente 2 were seen on March 
21 (JN, P. Germain); one was at South Windsor, 
Conn., April 2-6 (Olive Rhines, ef al.). 

Ducks.—There were several Long Island records of 
European Teal, one at Hempstead, March 31 (N. 
Boyajian, R. Ryan); others were from Jones Beach, 
Patchogue and Baldwin. A Green-winged Teal, un- 
common in the Adirondacks, was at Tupper Lake 
from April 12-May 1 (Kingsbury). An increase is 
pretty generally reported in the populations of Wood 
Ducks; 20 were counted at South Egremont and 
Shefheld, Mass., on April 21 (A. A. Saunders). The 
Ring-necked Duck was abundant in Sussex Co., N. J, 
200 on Swartswood Lake on April 18 (Ella and A. 
Black) and to the north of this, in the Walkill River 
valley, N. Y., they were more numerous than in any 
year past (J. Burroughs Nat. Hist. Soc.). In the 
Connecticut Lakes area in New Hampshire these 
ducks are increasing as summer residents (F. T. 
Scott). There was a large concentration of Canvas- 
backs at Oceanport, N. J., om March 14 (G. M. 
Seeley) and on Oneida Lake, N. Y., 775 were 
counted on April 12 (O. A. Soc.). A very large 
gathering of scaup was found on the Shrewsbury 
River, N. J.; the flock was estimated to contain over 
10,000 birds (G. B. Stout); another major concen- 
tration was reported from Staten Island, N. Y., during 
the first week of April (Mathilde P. Weingartner). 
A Barrow’s Golden-eye, first seen by F. Steffens, was 
on Lake Tiorati, Bear Mountain Park, N. Y., April 
25-29; the identification as an imm. ¢@ in late molt 
was confirmed by J. Orth of the Trailside Museum. In 
inland New Jersey the White-winged Scoter is casual 
so that the record of 30 on Culvers Lake, Sussex Co., 
on May 8 is notable (EBN). Very few reports of 
Ruddy Ducks have come in—a flock of 176 at Say- 
brook, Conn., on April 1 (L. J. Whittles) is out- 
standing. 

Hawks through Rails —Bear Mountain in north- 
west Connecticut seems to be on a subsidiary flyway 
for migrating hawks, one of several that probably 
converge on Mount Tom, Mass. On April 19 a total 
of 35 hawks passed over, all Broad-wings (R. McC. 
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Hatch). On this same day the flight at Mount Tom 
was described as heavy, 349 Broad-wings being re- 
corded there (S. A. Eliot). A hawk flight of small 
proportions passed over Wood-Ridge, N. J., on April 
18, most of the migrants being Broad-wings (Dorothy 
Pallas); on the same day at Montclair, N. J., 373 
Broad-wings were counted in 4 p.m. hours (F. Wol- 
farth). Other than the above no hawk flights were 
noted. A Turkey Vulture was first seen in the Cat- 
skill Mountains, N. Y., area on Feb. 20 (Ilse and 
H. Dunbar); in western Massachusetts they have 
been particularly numerous; 29 at Sheffield on March 
28 as on March 30, 1952 (SAE) ; they were numerous 
also in the vicinity of Syracuse, N. Y. (O. Aud. 
Soc.). On May 18, 2 were seen at Canaan, Conn., 
probably indicating nesting (A. A. Saunders). One 
Black Vulture was reported, that at Water Mill, 
L. I, on May 16 (G. Raynor). The first Osprey of 
the season at Nassau Point, L. I., was seen on March 
20 and at Orient, L. I., on March 26 (RL). The 
Ruffed Grouse population in the Green Mountains, 
Vt., was maintained at last year’s high level (A. M. 
Decker), in Ringwood Manor (N. J.) State Park 
these grouse have increased (S. Waldron). A Turkey 
seen in the Wallpack woods of Sussex Co., N. J., 
probably springs from the birds recently liberated in 
Pennsylvania. In Forest Park, Springfield, Mass., a 
King Rail, scarce in that area, was frequently seen, 
April 3-10 (Potter, e¢ al.). This species was also re- 
ported at Franklin, N. J., on May 9 and a Black 
Rail on the same day at the same place (EBN). The 
Virginia Rail is not listed by Eaton for Franklin or 
Hamilton Counties in New York. It is now reported 
regularly around Tupper and Saranac Lakes (G. T. 
Chase). 

Shorebirds, Gulls and Terns.—A Piping Plover 
appeared at Shinnecock, L. I., om March 11 (I. 
Alperin) and at Lyme, Conn., on March 28 (LJW). 
Killdeer were found as early as Feb. 20 at Northamp- 
ton, Mass.; on March 4 at Middlebury, Vt. (AMD) ; 
March 27 at Phillipsburg, Que. (GHM) and on May 
26 at Seven Island, Que. (MC). One Am. Golden 
Plover was in a flock of Black-bellies near Westport, 
Conn., May 12 (Novak). Ruddy Turnstones were 
numerous, particularly in late May and early June 
on the Sound shore of southwestern Connecticut 
(AAB) and at Sandy Pond on Lake Ontario 50 were 
counted on May 30 (O. Aud. Soc.). Am. Woodcock 
have increased in central Connecticut; they are up 
an estimated 200 per cent over last year (LJW) and 
in the Adirondacks, in the Saranac-Placid area, the 
number is normal (GTC). At Springfield, Mass., a 
Dowitcher was reported on March 20 by Trombla and 
its identification as the long-billed subspecies was 
confirmed by Dudley Ross. It is a coincidence that 
on the same date in 1866 George Lawrence found a 
Long-bill in a New York market and commented that 
this bird was a month earlier than the time when the 
eastern race might be expected here (SAE). The first 
report of the Upland Sandpiper was at Rumson, N. J.. 
on April 7 (GBS). This species shows a slow gain 
in northern New York where the first was seen on 
April 18 (J. B. Belknap). The Spotted Sandpiper 
reached the vicinity of Montreal on April 2 (L. Mcl. 


Terrell). A Pomarine Jaeger was seen close to the 
beach at Shinnecock Inlet, L. I., on June 5 (LW). 
Both Glaucous and Iceland Gulls migrated through 
the Connecticut River Valley in Massachusetts in 
early April. A Laughing Gull, accidental in western 
Massachusetts was seen at Holyoke on April 27. At 
Shinnecock, L. I., 4 Caspian Terns, rare spring mi- 
grants here, were seen on April 24 (LW). As usual, 
very few Black Terns were reported from the coast 
but many were seen near Montreal on May 15 (GHM, 
C. Sait) while farther west, at the east end of Lake 
Ontario, they appeared in unusually high numbers 
(JBB). 

Doves to Hummingbirds.—The Mourning Dove at 
Easthampton, Mass., seen on Feb. 20, may have been 
a wintering bird; on March 12 they appeared at Ad- 
dison, Vt. (RWF) and on April 5, 4 were seen at 
Granville, Vt. (AMD). The dove is rare in the Con- 
necticut Lakes, N. H., area but a pair was present 
throughout the entire spring (FTS). In Quebec, one 
was reported on April 21 at Ste. Croix, Lotbiniere Co. 
(JN) and one at the Charlesborg Zoo on April 30 
(RC). A few Snowy Owls stayed into this period; 
at Evans Mills the latest date was May 18 and the 
bird at Perch River flats was still present on June 1; 
both points are in Jefferson Co., N. Y. (JBB). It is 
rare to record a Hawk Owl in these Notes but one 
was reported at Cap Tourmente, Que., on April 19 
(RC). An early Whip-poor-will was in Prospect Park, 
Brooklyn, N: Y., on April 8, and on April .20 the 
first of the species appeared in Rockland Co., N. Y.; 
at Glastonbury, Conn.; and at Westhampton, Mass. 
Another extremely early arrival was a Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird on April 5 at Summit, N. J., and 
another on the same date at Troy Meadows near 
Morristown, N. J. (CD); it was May 30 before this 
species reached Quebec (RC). 

Wood peckers.—The first Yellow-shafted Flicker for 
Quebec was seen on April 19 at Etchemin (P. 
Somerville) and on April 21 over 100 of these birds 
passed through Burlington, Vt. (N. St. Jacques). 
Pileated Woodpeckers are increasing around Albany, 
N. Y.; now they are not unusual in the city parks 
(A. H. Benton); an equally unusual location was at 
Navesink, N. J., where one was found, April 7 
(GBS). A Red-bellied Woodpecker was seen at Para- 
mus, N. J., on Apirl 24 (J. Mann); another at At- 
lantic Highlands, N. J., on April 15 (B. Murray, et 
al.). Throughout the entire Region the Red-headed 
Woodpecker is quite local and usually erratic; at 
Addison, Vt., there were 2 pairs in vicinity of last 
year's nesting (RWF); in New York they were re- 
ported at Whiteport on May 9 (JBNHS) and from 
Lake Mohonk on May 11 (D. Smiley). Others were 
near Watertown and Binghamton; in New Jersey one 
was present in Troy Meadows from May 2-23 (R. 
Barton) and one near Red Bank on May 23 (GBS). 

Flycatchers and Swallows.—An early Crested Fly- 
catcher was at Fayetteville near Syracuse, N. Y., on 
April 28 (O. Aud. Soc.). The earliest report of an 
Eastern Phoebe in the Region was from Ringwood 
Manor State Park, N. J., on March 8 (SW), and 
this was closely followed by a report of one at Green- 
wood Lake, N. Y. (Mrs. F. Terhune). At Canaan, 
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Conn., one was noted on March 26 (AAS); at Cap 
Tourmente one was reported on April 13 (JN). Two 
Traill’s Flycatchers were seen near Syracuse, N. Y., 
on May 2—a very early date (O. Aud. Soc.). This 
species was recorded from Quebec on May 28 (RC). 
The Least Flycatcher was early in Rockland Co., 
N. Y., one on April 20 (H. S. Kelsey). An Eastern 
Wood Pewee was at Norwich, N. Y., on May 2 (R. 
White); and one at Ringwood Manor State Park 
on the same date. Another seen before mid-May was 
at Glastonbury, Conn., on the 13th (LJW). The first 
reported from Quebec was at Hudson on May 24 
(CCS). Tree Swallows were first seen at Canaan, 
Conn., April 6 (AAS) and at Quebec city on April 
18 (PS). The arrival of a Rough-winged Swallow at 
Jones Beach, L. I., on April 10 was early (JJE); 
another was seen on the same day at Hadley, Mass. 
It has become more plentiful at the northern limit of 
its range in Vermont, 16 at Burlington on May 11 
(MLS). An early Barn Swallow reached Monticello, 
N. Y., on April 9 (K. D. Niven). At the Purple 
Martin colony in Franklin, N. J., the first bird ar- 
rived on the very early date of March 27 (H. Horeff) 
and, on the same date, the first bird reached the site 
of the colony at not distant Sussex, N. J. (Mrs. R. 
Ayres). The martin colony on Staten Island, New 
York City, recently formed with the co-operation of 
Howard Cleaves, is prospering—20 or more birds 
are now there. This is the only martin colony in New 
York City (MPW). 

Jays through Thrashers—The only Gray Jays re- 
ported were at the Connecticut Lakes, N. H.; a pair 
was seen there with 4 young on May 31 (VW). The 
continued spread of the Tufted Titmouse to the north 
is emphasized by the latest records; it is now regular 
in the southern Catskills; at Cohoes, N. Y., the 
one seen is additional to the 2 that wintered at 
Schenectady (AHB) ; one was at Northampton, Mass., 
on May 2 (Miss A. N. Williams) and one at 
Rochester, Vt., north of Rutland, on April 30 (R. B. 
Hipple). Red-breasted Nuthatches were scarce in the 
southern part of the Region during the winter and 
there were few migrants. In the Green Mountains, 
Vt., they were common all winter but had disappeared 
by mid-spring (AMD); there were no spring reports 
from the lower elevations of the Catskills but they 
were present at the higher elevations on May 16 
(F. Hough, D. Smiley); 16 were at Pittsburg, N. H., 
on May 30 (EB). A pair of Brown Creepers lin- 
gered through the spring at Princeton, N. J. (C. H. 
Rogers). Many localities reported the Winter Wren 
almost abundant. Carolina Wrens were seen as far 
north as Essex in the Adirondacks, one on May 24 
(M. C. Mason), and there were 3 records from Syra- 
cuse, N. Y., in early May (O. Aud. Soc.). A Long- 
billed Marsh Wren, very early for the locality, was 
at Phillipsburg, Que., on May 1 (LMcCT). A Mock- 
ingbird at Northampton, Mass., on April 9 (SAE) 
was the second individual in that area, for the bird 
that wintered at South Deerfield was seen until April 
21. Brown Thrashers now occupy an expanding area 
about Montreal (CCS). 

Thrushes, Gnatcatchers, Kinglets—At Slide Moun- 
tain, as well as at some of the other higher summits 
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of the Catskills, all 5 species of the genus Hylocich]g 
may be heard singing at mating time as one ascends 
the slope; the Wood Thrush, Hermit and Veery ¢o. 
occupy the lower levels, the Olive-backed takes over 
as the elevation increases, only to give way to the 
Gray-cheeked (Bicknell’s) at the summit (JBNHS), 
The northern invasion by Blue-gray Gnatcatchers did 
not come as a wave but rather, as has been suggested, 
by “‘infiltration.’” The earliest date that we have for 
this bird is April 11 at Sandy Hook, N. J. (GBS); 
in late April they were reported on a broad front from 
Northampton, Mass., west to Syracuse, N. Y. In 
northern New Jersey a count was made in suitable 
locations from New Brunswick north to Waterloo in 
Morris County, and 22 individuals were seen (BM); 
3 were at Princeton, N. J., on May 15 (T. New- 
berry); the species was recorded on Staten Island, 
N. Y., on May 16 (MPW) and increased numbers 
were reported at Binghamton, N. Y. (L. E. Bemont). 
Three known attempts were made at nesting, the most 
northerly of these was at Shelburne, Vt., near Burling- 
ton. Here a pair was found building on May 11 (Mrs. 
Edith Holyoke) ; progress was carefully watched to a 
point where the birds seemed to be incubating but on 
the 27th the nest was found destroyed. Nests at New 
City, N. Y., found on May 17 (Steffens) and that 
at New Canaan, Conn., April 14 (Miss Helen G. 
Bristow) have been closely watched. Unusually large 
flights of Golden-crowned Kinglets in northeastern 
New Jersey on April 4 (GMS); another at Syracuse, 
N. Y., on April 9-10 (O. Aud. Soc.) and at Burling- 
ton, Vt., on April 18-19 (MLS), with a good flight 
of Ruby-crowns on the following day at the same 
place (NStJ). 

Pipits, Shrikes, Vireos.—The migration of Water 
Pipits was rather heavy at Seven Island, Que., May 
26-June 3, the heaviest on June 1 when 40 were 
seen (MC). A very definite movement of Loggerhead 
Shrikes in the Region extended from March 28 at 
Glastonbury, Conn. (LJW) to May 18 at Cap Tour- 
mente, Que. (RC, LL), most records were in early 
April. A Solitary Vireo at Mt. Tom, Mass., on April 
14 was early (SAE); this species was unusually com- 
mon at Binghamton, N. Y. (LEB). Philade!phia 
Vireos were more common than usual but all records 
fall within the narrow limits of May 11 at Stamford, 
Conn. (Mrs. G. R. Halpern) and May 15 at Sun2er- 
land, Mass. (Staples). 

Warblers—The incursion of Prothonotary War- 
blers was relatively heavy; the first bird noted was 
at Congers Lake, Rockland Co., N. Y., April 19-22 
(Mrs. Steffens), then followed one on April 24 at 
Glen Cove, L. I. (K. Harte); and Bronxville, N. Y., 
April 25 (J. Kieran). Several were reported from 
Sussex Co., N. J.; one from Staten Island, N. Y. 
(MPW ), 3 from Princeton, N. J. (TN); 5 at Oneida 
Lake, N. Y. (EE) and another at Pittsfield, Mass., 
May 4-17. In all, more than 25 individuals were re- 
corded. On May 14-15 a Worm-eating Warbler was 
again on Mt. Tom, Mass. (Riedel). Golden-winged 
Warblers were seen as far north as West Rutland, 
Vt.; 2 on May 10 (EB) and at Sudbury, Vt., one 
on the same day. Near Syracuse, N. Y., the area 
occupied by this species is growing and the numbers 
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of birds increasing. Reports of Brewster's Warblers 
come from a wide area—northern New Jersey, south- 
ern New York as far west as Binghamton and in the 
Connecticut River Valley. In the 3 cases in which 
a note on the song was included, the birds were sing- 
ing the Golden-winged song. The dates on which all 
Lawrence’s Warblers were reported were between 
May 1-5. One was in Rockland Co., N. Y. (Marjorie 
Hopper) ; one near Harrison, N. Y. (KH); one near 
Rumson, N. J. (GBS); and one at Ashley Falls, 
Mass. (Bailey). Tennessee Warblers were unusually 
numerous, being considered one of the most common 
transients in the Connecticut River Valley. This year 
Cerulean Warblers seem to be pressing into the Re- 
gion; 2 were reported from Rockland Co., N. Y., in 
late April; 4 were seen at Bound Brook, N. J., May 
15 (E. Sterns) and one, perhaps 2, near Alpine, N. J. 
One was seen at Pittsfield, Mass., on May 5 (Bailey) 
and one found singing at Huntington, Mass., on May 
30 (JK). Yellow-throated Warblers were identified 
at Princeton, N. J., 3 on Long Island, one in New 
York City and one at Syracuse. In nearly every case 
the observer has been inclined to believe the form 
was albilora. In several localities the flight of Bay- 
breasted Warblers was called heavy. The Louisiana 
Water-thrushes reached Sunderland, Mass., and Hart- 
ford, Conn., on April 11, very early; on April 7 they 
were at Prospect Park, Brooklyn (JJE). Two Ken- 
tucky Warblers were seen at Princeton, N. J., on May 
15 (CHR) and there were 3 others in northern New 
Jersey. A Long Island record from Glen Cove was un- 
usual (KH). A Connecticut Warbler was found sing- 
ing near Pulaski, Oswego Co., N. Y., on May 16 
(EE). Yellow-breasted Chats were found at sev- 
eral points in the Adirondacks—Wilmington (GTC), 
Crown Point (L. Lambert) and at Tupper Lake. 

Blackbirds, Tanagers—A very early Bobolink was 
seen at St. Joachim, Que., on April 24 (Avery); 
another at Ulverton, Que., April 30 (LMcIT). Red- 
winged Blackbirds, too, were early in Quebec; March 
7 at Ulverton (LMcIT) and at Montreal, March 9 
(JN). The only Summer Tanager reported was at 
South Deerfield, Mass., May 11 (Richards). 

Finches and Sparrows.—-The most northerly reports 
of the Cardinal were from Amsterdam, N. Y., in late 
March (SBC); Springfield, Mass., Feb. 22-28; and 
Lenox, Mass., March 10 (Bailey). Evening Grosbeaks 
lingered in the Green Mountains, Vt., to at least June 
1 (AMD) and at Charlesborg, Que., until May 28 
(RC). The Black-headed Grosbeak at New Canaan, 
Conn., was last seen on April 19 (AAB). An addi- 
tion to those already reported in the Region was an 
imm. ¢ at Maplewood, N. J., April 1-4. Identifica- 
tion was confirmed by observers familiar with the 
species (Mrs. Carol Davis). An adult ¢ House Finch 
has been seen in the late spring in Canaan, Conn. 
(AAS). On April 13 a big flock of Redpolls streamed 
northward through Conway, Mass. (Graves) and a 
flock estimated at 1000 was at Notre Dame des 
Laurentides, Que., on April 7 (PS). Grasshopper 
Sparrows were unusually abundant at Fishers Island, 
L. I., throughout the spring (HLF). A heavy migra- 
tion of Slate-colored Juncos was reported at Mount 
Royal, Montreal, Que., on April 17, hundreds pass- 


ing through on that day (Robinson, CCS); at Bur- 
lington, Vt., on April 19 over 300 were noted 
(MLS). On April 16 at South Ozone Park, L. L, a 
Clay-colored Sparrow was seen and closely studied 
by two experienced observers (G. Carleton, J. Mayer). 
White-throated Sparrows seemed extremely scarce in 
migration. The last migrating White-crowns passed 
through Seven Island, Que., on June 7 (MC). The 
Golden-crowned Sparrow at Jones Beach, L. I., from 
late January was last seen the end of April (JJE). 
Most Snow Buntings left the middle of March, 2000 
being seen near Syracuse, N. Y., on March 21, but 
none since (O. Aud. Soc.) ; hundreds passed through 
western Vermont on March 15-17 (EB).—CHARLES 
K. NicHoLs, Am. Museum of Nat. Hist., New York 
2a, We, ¥, 


MIDDLE ATLANTIC COAST REGION.—The 
Region had temperatures from 6 to 10 degrees above 
normal in April, with an advanced growth of foliage 
which made bird 
observation diff- 
cult later on. Early 
May was cool. In 
fact, the Pennsyl- 
vania mountains 
had three inches 
of snow on May 
9. The spring 
migration was 
badly mixed up. 
The warm April 
brought some ab- 
normally early rec- 
ords, but most ar- 
rivals were late. A 
striking example is 
the Eastern Wood Pewee, with an extremely early 
appearance at York, Pa., on April 17, but with the 
first Maryland arrival not until April 30 (Alice 
Kaestner), and none coming to Laurel, Md., until 
the absurdly late date of May 19. 

In the northern section there were fair waves on 
April 30 and May 1, but the great mass of migrants 
passed through the Philadelphia area from May 17 
to 24. This movement was characterized by large 
numbers of thrushes and Tennessee and Bay-breasted 
Warblers, by the noticeable scarcity of Black-billed 
Cuckoos and Black-throated Green Warblers, and by 
the apparently more numerous appearances of Scarlet 
Tanagers and Baltimore Orioles. The annual DVOC 
round-up on May 16, with 61 observers in 14 parties, 
recorded 225 species, David A. Cutler’s party leading 
with 175 species from points between Ocean City, 
Md., and Philadelphia. The Maryland state-wide count 
on May 8 listed 219 species, with many species very 
low in numbers. 

The outstanding record for the Region was a 
Bachman’s Warbler at Dr. Paul Bartsch’s home at 
Lorton, Va., discovered by Harriet Sutton’s party on 
May 8, and seen later by many observers. The bird 
sang frequently. It established territory but did not 
find a mate. This is the most northern record for the 

















303 








species, except for a pair at Indianapolis. 

Loons to Cormorants.—C. E. Stevens, Jr., found 13 
Common Loons at Henley’s Lake, near Charlottes- 
ville, Va., on April 17. F. R. Scott counted 1000 
Gannets moving south past Cape Charles, Va., on 
April 2. At Barnegat, N. J., 19 European Cormorants 
were seen on Feb. 28 (DAC, Wm. Jay) and 20 on 
March 20 (B. C. Murray, Jr.). 

Herons and Ibises—There were a number of re- 
ports of Cattle Egrets: Cape May, N. J., April 16 
(B. Borden); Tabernacle, N. J., one feeding on 
Fowler's Toads, no cattle present, May 2 (Frank Mc- 
Laughlin) ; Leipsic, Del., May 13 (P. F. Springer) ; 
Bombay Hook, Del., May 15 (Refuge Manager Hea- 
cock); and one with some Brahma stock cattle near 
Chincoteague Refuge, on May 19, on Piney Island, 
Va., where the owner of the area said that 2 had 
been present since Christmas (E. O. Mellinger). A 
Yellow-crowned Night Heron was seen at Pedrick- 
town, N. J., April 25 (H. Zeidman). A nest of a 
Least Bittern was discovered near Pungo, Va., on 
May 8 (W. F. Rountrey, P. Sykes, F. C. Richardson). 
Two Glossy Ibises were found at Avalon, N. J., May 
1 (FM); 4 near Wildwood, N. J., May 9 (W. B. 
Wright); and 5, third Virginia record, on Chinco- 
teague Refuge, May 9 (EOM). 

Geese and Ducks.—Canada Geese passed through 
Pennsylvania in good numbers, Maurice Broun noting 
900 on March 29 and 1669 during April at Hawk 
Mountain. Two small groups of Snow Geese were 
still present on lower Back Bay on May 8, much the 
latest Virginia date (FCR, PS, WFR). Many Am. 
Brant were still present on the New Jersey coast on 
June 1. The last at Chincoteague, Va., were seen on 
May 12. Scott saw two Wood Ducks at Cheriton, Va., 
on April 30, the first breeding season record for the 
Eastern Shore. i. d'A. Northwood saw a pair of 
Buffle-heads at Mill Grove, Pa., March 1, a first for 
that place. The Hooded Merganser nested for the first 
time in the Seneca-Pennyfield, Md., area (W. B. 
Tyrrell). A late Red-breasted Merganser was noted 
on the Yorktown, Va., Peninsula on May 8 (R. J. 
Beasley), and a late Am. Scoter at Back Bay, May 1 
(WER, PS, FCR). 

Eagles, Hawks.—Three Golden Eagles frequented 
the Bombay Hook Refuge from Feb. 6 to 14 (Hea- 
cock); and 3 were noted at Hawk Mountain during 
April (MB). John Stasho counted on a ridge just east 
of Hawk Mountain on April 19, one Golden Eagle, 
2 Bald Eagles, 113 Ospreys, and 640 Broad-wings. 
A late Rough-legged Hawk was seen near Smyrna, 
Del., on April 17 (M. W. Hewitt). Two Ospreys at 
the Wicomico River in southern Maryland on March 6 
were very early (J. W. Taylor). 

Shorebirds —There was a fine shorebird migration 
along the New Jersey coast in late May and early 
June. Several thousand Ruddy Turnstones were present 
in the first week in June. At Townsend’s Inlet 500 
Red Knots and 750 Black-bellied Plovers were noted 
on May 23 (FM); and 115 Purple Sandpipers were 
seen at the south end of Long Beach Island on Feb. 
26 (BCM, Jr., Dan Conklin). A Curlew Sandpiper 
was seen at Tuckerton, N. J., May 13 (Ed Bloor), 
and one was subsequently seen there by many ob- 
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servers to June 2. There was a significant increase in 
shorebirds in the Alexandria, Va., area, both in variety 
and in numbers, with the following records by J. M. 
Abbott: 50 Ringed Plovers, May 15; 120 Pectoral 
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Sandpipers, April 3 and 10; 30 White-rumped, May 
15; and a Baird's Sandpiper, May 15 and 16 (also 
seen by Mr. and Mrs. I. C. Hoover). A Hudsonian 
Curlew on May 8 is a first record for the Yorktown 
Peninsula, Va. (RJB). A Solitary Sandpiper on March 
29 at Ridgley is the earliest Maryland date (MWH); 
a Stilt Sandpiper on May 16 at Ocean City is a first 
spring record for Maryland (DAC, ef al.). 

Terns.—Two Gull-billed Terns at Bombay Hook 
Refuge, Del., May 24, are unusual (PFS). 

Cuckoos to Wood peckers.—A Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
on April 9 at Gibson Island was almost three weeks 
earlier than any previous Maryland record (Col. and 
Mrs. Amoss). A Snowy Owl was seen at Honey 
Brook, Pa., on Feb. 14 (Nevin Musser), and another 
at Beach Haven Inlet, N. J., on Feb. 14 (BCM, Jr.). 
A Short-eared Owl in St. Marys County, Md., April 
12, was late (R. E. Stewart); and one at Chinco- 
teague on April 20 was a first for the Refuge (P. G. 
DuMont, ef al.). A Chuck-will’s-widow was first 
heard in Cape May County, N. J., on May 1 (N. J. 
McDonald), and 3 were heard at Milford, Del., May 
16 (H. Mathews). J. H. Grey noted an early Chimney 
Swift at Williamsburg, Va., on March 27. An enor- 
mous flight of north-bound Yellow-shafted Flickers 
was noted at Hawk Mountain, April 8. A Red-bellied 
Woodpecker was seen at Hawk Mountain on April 
26 and May 2 (MB); and another at Haddonfield, 
N. J., on April 24 (Paul Battersby). Only one Red- 
headed Woodpecker was seen on the DVOC round- 
up on May 16, at Little Gap, Pa. (P. B. Street). One 
was seen at Barnegat Light, N. J., May 1 (BCM, 
Jr.), and one at Moorestown, N. J., May 6 (Robert 
Haines). 

Flycatchers to Thrushes—A very early Eastern 
Kingbird was found in the Chickahominy River area, 
Va., on March 27 (RJB). A Barn Swallow at Gibson 
Island, Md., March 26, was early (E. Tappan, V. Hen- 
derson). Scott found 4 Tree Swallow nests at Assa- 
teague, Va., on May 1; 2 empty, one with one egg, 
and one with 5 eggs. A pronounced flight of Blue 
Jays took place in the Washington area in the first 
week of May, 200 being counted on May 2 (P. A. 
DuMont). Two very early Short-billed Marsh Wrens 
were noted at Point Lookout, Md., on April 3 
(JWT). An Olive-backed Thrush on April 20 at 
Gibson Island is the earliest for Maryland (VH, ET). 

Warblers—The Prothonotary Warbler was noted 
in Maryland outside the breeding range, at Lake 
Roland, Baltimore, April 19 (AK), and at Chase, 
April 24 (W. McHoul). One was seen at Hawk 
Mountain, April 25 (MB) and one at Camptown, Pa., 
May 17 (William Reid). A wave of Golden-winged 
and Blue-winged Warblers was observed at West- 
ville, N. J., om May 2 (E. Manners). An early 
Golden-winged Warbler was seen at Falls Church, 
Va., on April 19 (J. Eike). A wintering Orange- 
crowned Warbler at the home of Mrs. Hugh Bell at 
Warwick, Va., was last seen on April 7. A Cape May 
Warbler at Laurel (CSR) and one at Silver Spring 
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(J. H. Fales) on April 27 are the earliest for Mary- 
land. Rountrey is finding (Wayne's) Black-throated 
Green Warbler quite common as a breeder in the 
country south of Norfolk, Va., particularly in the 
lowlands along Northwest River. The Yellow-throated 
Warbler (svbsp.) has occurred rather frequently in 
the Philadelphia area this spring; at Wissahickon on 
April 25 (Joseph Cadbury ) and May 1 (Q. Kramer) ; 
at Downington, April 8 and 18 (Phyllis Hurlock) ; 
and at Hawk Mountain on April 27 (MB). One was 
seen in the Maryland Piedmont, west of Laurel, April 
23 and May 12 (CSR). C. C. Steirly found an early 
Blackpoll in Surry County, Va., May 2. A Prairie 
Warbler, seen by Richard Peake at Bitts Station, near 
Norfolk, March 24, is the earliest Virginia record. A 
pair of Connecticut Warblers was seen at Wissa- 
hickon, Pa., on May 17 (Fred Ulmer); and a Mourn- 
ing Warbler along the Pennypack Creek, Philadelphia, 
May 27 (E. H. Sehl). 

An English Sparrow Credit.—Inch worms (larvae 
of the Geometer Moth) have been so abundant in 
southeastern Pennsylvania that they have defoliated 
many of the trees. J. d’Arcy Northwood, Curator at 
the Audubon Shrine in Montgomery County, states 
that the trees around the house, where English Spar- 
rows are abundant, and where they feed the worms 
to their young, show little damage. 

Blackbirds —The Washington area had_ heavy 
counts of Bobolinks in early May, one field near 
Davidsonville, Md., having 431 (PAD) and over 900 
being counted in Howard County, Md., May 8 
(CSR). Three male and 6 female Boat-tailed Grackles 
were seen at Bombay Hook on May 25 (PFS); and 
Scott found 22 nests along Chincoteague Causeway on 
April 30. 

Grosbeaks and Sparrows.—The Black-headed Gros- 
beak mentioned in the last report was last seen at the 
feeding station of Mr. and Mrs. Fagen, Rancocas 
Woods, N. J., on April 4. A Blue Grosbeak was seen 
at Beach Haven, N. J., April 27 (M. A. Linton), and 
another at Eavesboro, N. J., May 16 (Mr. and Mrs. 
Harvey Moore). The early flight of Indigo Buntings 
through New England in mid-April missed Maryland 
and Virginia. Noteworthy sparrow records were: a 
Henslow’s at Point Lookout, Md., April 3 (JWT); 
a Savannah to May 9 in the Norfolk, Va., area 
(WFR); a Lark Sparrow at Camptown, Pa., May 16 
(WR); and a Lincoln’s Sparrow at Norfolk, Va., 
to April 24 (RP). A late Snow Bunting was seen at 
Beach Haven, N. J., April 25 (MAL).—JULIAN K. 
PoTTER, 437 Park Ave., Collingswood, N. J., and 
J. J. Murray, 6 White St., Lexington, Va. 


SOUTHERN ATLANTIC COAST REGION.—As 
for temperatures, April and May were reversed when 
compared with normals. The differences were particu- 
larly marked in the west. At Asheville, N. C., the 
warmest April on record was followed by the coldest 
May on record. In both months average departures 
from normal were in the order of 5 degrees. In the 
Piedmont and on the Coast, the changes were almost 
as great. Atlanta, Ga., experienced the second coldest 
May on record. Following a rather wet March, April 
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and May were 
generally defi- 
cient in rain- 
fall. Crops, par- 
ticularly grains, 
seemed to 
promise good 
yields, howev- 
er. A notewor- 
thy wind de- 
velopment — oc- 
curred over the 
Region in mid- 
April when migration was well under way. Fresh to 
strong surface winds swept northward fairly con- 
sistently on April 14, 15, and 16. On April 17, it 
shifted sharply toward the west and blew into the sea 
with an intensity on the order of 35 m.p.h. At Wil- 
mington, N. C., gusts reached 50 m.ph. On April 18 
it swung southward again and dropped to low values. 
There was a full moon on the 18th. For the migrants, 
the heavy cross-wind of April 17 may have caused 
mass destruction. It appears that the far-away New 
England coast offered the first land-fall. Many mi- 
grants were quite late in the Atlanta area. Black-billed 
Cuckoos figured in several reports, and a Northern 
Phalarope, off-base at Rocky Mount, N. C., had to be 
prodded for flight pictures. 

Loons, Gannets—Common Loons were at Wil- 
mington, N. C., as late as May 9; some fifty odd were 
counted flying NE off Long Beach, Wilmington, April 
25 (David Comeau); inland at Eastover, S. C., a 
single bird was found by a roadside, May 3, and re- 
leased on a local pond. It left the area on May 27. 
Gannets were also plentiful at Long Beach. On April 
25, 77 individuals were counted there. 

Herons and Ibises.—Three adult Little Blue Herons, 
seldom seen at Rocky Mount, N. C., during their 
nesting season, were found there on May 19 (J. W. E. 
Joyner). Black-crowned Night Herons were at Green- 
ville, N. C., April 17. At Wilmington, a White Ibis 
was observed on their Spring Count, April 17 (John 
Trott). An Am. Bittern was reported from North 
Wilkesboro, N. C., April 3 (Wendell P. Smith). 

Ducks.—Am. Widgeon were at Wilmington as late 
as May 15; and at inland Greenville, N. C., May 1. 
Blue-winged Teal remained into early May in several 
locations in North Carolina. One or two Greater 
Scaup were spotted off Tybee Beach, Savannah, Ga, 
with a group of Lesser Scaup, April 3 (Ivan Tom- 
kins); 2 males and 4 females were still present on 
City Lake, Rocky Mount, May 23. 

Kites and Hawks.—Four Mississippi Kites were 
reported at Augusta, Ga., May 8 (J. F. Denton) ; 
along the Savannah River, Screven Co., a half-dozen 
of these kites were seen, May 18, by Tomkins, who 
“had not seen them so far down the river before.” At 
the Pisgah Game Preserve in western North Carolina, 
SW of Asheville, an adult Golden Eagle was sur- 
prised while feeding on the ground and flew into 
bushes where it was captured. It was kept for a week 
and released on March 22 (Malcolm G. Edwards, 
Supt., Western Management Areas). Peregrine Fal- 
cons returned to their eyrie on Looking Glass Rock 
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on the Pisgah Preserve, March 15 (MGE); a single 
bird was watched at rather close range as it dropped 
to the sand beach and stood for several minutes on a 
piece of driftwood at Edisto Beach, S. C., April 27 
(IT, et al.). 

Plovers and Sandpipers.—Piping Plovers were re- 
ported at Wilmington, April 17 (Dr. Vinton Coes) ; 
at Edisto Beach, S. C., April 25; and at Tybee Beach, 
Ga. (IT). Two Wilson’s Snipe were at Greenville, 
S. C., May 10 (Shuler). Purple Sandpipers remained 
at Tybee as late as May 2 (IT), but they were not 
found at Wilmington during the Spring Count, April 
17. Two Stilt Sandpipers were watched at Sol Legare 
pond, Charleston, with 48x scope by Ellison Williams, 
May 9. 

Phalarope-—A male Northern Phalarope dropped 
down into City Lake. Rocky Mount, N. C., May 27, 
and remained for some hours, much of which was 
spent feeding excitedly close to shore adjacent to a 
highway. Joyner studied it at distances as close as 
ten feet and made movie shots. The phalarope disre- 
garded automobile traffic and was very difficult to 
flush for flight pictures. 

Cuckoos through Hummingbirds.—Black-billed 
Cuckoos, seldom reported, were found at five loca- 
tions: North Wilkesboro, N. C., April 27 (WPS); 
Augusta, Ga., May 16 (JFD); Charlotte, N. C., May 
19 (Mrs. George C. Potter); Rocky Mount, one 
found dead in yard after a heavy rain storm, May 20, 
and another seen on May 23 (JWEJ); and at Charles- 
ton one was killed by a car, May 21 (Kay Comstock). 
Chuck-wiil'’s-widows, reported at Charleston, March 
31 (Ernest Cutts), were first heard at Charlotte dur- 
ing the late evening of April 11. This was also the 
first date for Wilmington; at Greenville, N. C., they 
were heard, April 21 (J. B. Funderburg). Chimney 
Swifts were at Charleston, March 28, and inland at 
Aiken, S. C., March 29, but were not heard at North 
Wilkesboro until April 6. Ruby-throated Humming- 
birds were at Aiken, April 1 (a male); at Charlotte, 
April 5 (male); and at Rocky Mount, April 11. 

Flycatchers and Swallows—Eastern Kingbirds, 
March 31, at Augusta, were a bit early; a late flock 
was seen at Tybee Beach, Ga., May 16 (IT). Rough- 
winged Swallows reached Aiken, March 22 (William 
Post, Jr.); and North Wilkesboro, April 1 (WPS). 
Barn Swallows were first recorded at North Wilkes- 
boro, April 24, and Cliff Swallows were seen there, 
April 12 (WPS). At Augusta, Purple Martins were 
about on time, March 14, and at Elkin, N. C., where 
Linville Hendren saw them on the same date, they 
were early. 

Crows through Wrens.—Fish Crows returned to 
Augusta, March 7 (JFD). Two White-breasted Nut- 
hatches, rare at Wilmington, showed up there on 
April 17 (David Comeau). Red-breasted Nuthatches 
were also seen at Wilmington, 2 on April 17 (Mrs. 
W. C. Mebane); and one on April 24 (Mrs. Apple- 
berry, et al.). A Brown Creeper was reported at Troy, 
N. C., April 3 (Francis M. Covington); another was 
at Winston-Salem, May 2, a bit late (Edward Kis- 
sam). A Long-billed Marsh Wren was collected at 
Atlanta on April 24 (Richard Parks). 

Thrashers, Thrushes, Waxwings.—A Brown Thrash- 
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er at Elkin, March 22, was rather early, as was 
another, to the west at Windom, N. C., April 1 
(James Hutchins). Post, at Aiken found Wood 
Thrushes, April 2. Olive-backed Thrushes were up. 
usually common in mid-May in the Atlanta, Green. 
ville, S. C., and Charlotte areas, and were reported 
as late as May 30, at Charlotte (Ernestine Thies). 
about 20 fed in a White Mulberry tree from May 18 
to 28 at Greenville, S. C. (J. B. Shuler, Jr.). Cedar 
Waxwings were at Augusta as late as May 23 (JFD). 
a pair remained to nest at Rocky Mount, N. C 
(Joyner). 

Vireos.—White-eyed Vireos were at Aiken, March 
31 (Post), and at Charlotte, April 11. Yellow. 
throated Vireos were recorded, March 30, at Aiken, 
but were not noted at Augusta until April 4, about 
the usual arrival date there; and at North Wilkesboro, 
April 6 (WPS). A Philadelphia Vireo, rare in North 
Carolina, was reported at North Wilkesboro, May 2, 
by Wendell P. Smith. 

Warblers—Warblers seemed to be everywhere this 
spring and were the major topic of most of the re. 
ports. Species seldom reported turned up from several 
locations. Some species that were expected were not 
found. In general, arrivals were late but much of the 
data received were commonplace. Swainson’s War- 
blers were reported at Augusta, April 4; Atlanta, 
April 17 (male collected, Richard Parks); and 
Winston-Salem, May 2 and 9 (E. K. and T. W. 
Simpson). At Atlanta, a Tennessee Warbler, uncom. 
mon there in spring, was collected, May 22 (RP); 
another was reported at Greenville, S. C., May 24, 
by J. B. Shuler, Jr. Mr. Parks also noted Orange. 
crowned Warblers in greater abundance in the Atlanta 
area than he had ever known before. Parula Warblers 
were at Aiken, March 30. Cape May Warblers were 
abundant at Charlotte (Sarah Nooe), and at North 
Wilkesboro. Black-throated Blue Warblers remained 
on Queen's College campus, Charlotte, for about six 
weeks (Nooe). A Black-throated Green Warbler was 
at Aiken, April 2 (Post), and a Blackburnian War- 
bler was seen at Greenville, S$. C., as late as May 23 
(JBS, Jr.). Yellow-throated Warblers were ten days 
late at Augusta, arriving on March 12. Unlike last 
spring, no Bay-breasted Warblers were found this 
year at Charlotte. Black-polls came in a week or more 
late but made up for it in numbers. At North Wilkes- 
boro the Black-polls remained until May 28. An 
Oven-bird at Atlanta, April 2, was early. A Northern 
Water-thrush was a little late at New London, Stanly 
Co., N. C., May 30 (John Trott). The Louisiana 
Water-thrush arrived at Aiken, March 25; they 
were plentiful at Greenville, N. C., by April 3 (John 
B. Funderburg). Connecticut Warblers were seen at 
McClellanville, S. C., May 2, and at Greenville, S. C., 
May 18 (both by JBS); and Parks collected one, May 
22, at Atlanta and saw another there, May 23. Post 
saw Hooded Warblers at Aiken, March 30; they were 
at Rocky Mount, N. C., April 7 (JWEJ). Black- 
capped Warblers were noted, May 11, at North 
Wilkesboro (WPS); four separate localities in 
Greenville County, S. C., May 16, 20, and 23 
(JBS, Jr.) ; and Edward Kissam found a brilliant mate 
at Winston-Salem, N. C., May 21. Six Canada War- 
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blers were watched on May 22 at Greenville, S. C., 
and single birds were seen there from May 10 through 
May 22. 

Orioles, Tanagers, Grosbeaks, and Buntings. —Balti- 
more Orioles continue to turn up over the Carolinas, 
and Troy, N. C., should be added to the list, May 8 
(FMC). Scarlet Tanagers, male and female, were re- 
ported at Charleston, May 22 (I. S. H. Metcalf); 
Greenville, S. C., April 15 (Laura Townes); and 
paired birds were feeding on mulberries at Charlotte, 
May 20, and 21 (B. R. Chamberlain). Rose-breasted 
Grosbeaks, male and female were at feeders on April 
27 at Troy, where the female had wintered (FMC) ; 
one or possibly 2, including a singing male, were re- 
ported at Brinkleyville, Halifax County, in eastern 
North Carolina, May 12 (Thomas E. Street). Indigo 
Buntings, slow to arrive in any numbers this spring, 
were at Wilmington, April 2; at Greenville, S. C., 
April 25; and at North Wilkesboro, April 30. Painted 
Buntings were not reported at Charleston before 
March 29. 

Dickcissels —Two Dickcissels were reported during 
the period: Raleigh, N. C., April 5 (Mrs. Robert 
Overing); Wilmington, April 16 (Mrs. W. C. 
Mebane). 

Sparrows.—Vesper Sparrows were last seen on 
April 11 at Augusta, and April 1, at North Wilkes- 
boro. White-crowned Sparrows, almost unknown in 
the Region a few years ago, were plentiful this spring 
at Henderson, N. C.; at Troy, 1 was seen on May 6, 
and Zeta Davison reported 2 at Winston-Salem, May 
5. White-throated Sparrows were at a feeder at 
Augusta until May 14 (Mrs. Satcher); at Greenville, 
S. C., May 25; at Troy, N. C., May 17; and at Char- 
lotte, May 27 (Mrs. George C. Potter). Denton re- 
ported a Swamp Sparrow at Augusta, May 8, and a 
Song Sparrow there on April 11. Song Sparrows re- 
mained to nest again at Greenville, S. C. (JBS).— 
B. R. CHAMBERLAIN, Matthews, N. C. 


FLORIDA REGION.—Florida temperatures were 
high in April, with average excesses for the month 
ranging from 1 or 2° in South Florida to 4 or 5° 
in the northern parts, but 
generally cool weather pre- 
vailed in late April and 
through May. The mini- 
mum of 48° at Tallahassee 
on May 22 (like that at a 
number of other stations) 
was the lowest ever record- 
ed so late in spring. The 
drought in North Florida 
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on May 28 and 29. (Water 
levels around Tallahassee are the lowest they have 
been during my 8-year residence here.) As a result of 
this weather pattern, what began as a very drab migra- 
tion developed into one of the best ever, with far 
more record-breaking departure dates than arrival 
dates. Wind direction probably played a larger part 


in this development than temperature or rainfall, as 
there was apparently an eastward shift of the trans- 
Gulf migration during and following strong westerly 
winds. The species most notably affected was the 
Indigo Bunting, although the largest numbers in 
South Florida followed westerly winds of only moder- 
ate velocity. Other migrants generally associated with 
more western migration routes, but found in numbers 
larger than usual in Florida this spring were: Wood, 
Olive-backed, and Gray-cheeked Thrushes; Red-eyed 
Vireo (South Florida); Tennessee, Magnolia, and 
Bay-breasted Warblers; Scarlet Tanager; and Blue 
Grosbeak. Some of these were found after a strong 
south-southwest wind over the eastern Gulf (averag- 
ing 13 m.p.h. at Tampa) on April 16 shifted to the 
northwest and north on the 17th, to the accompani- 
ment of locally heavy rainfall. This enabled 4 field 
parties in the St. Marks-Panacea region to list 172 
species on April 19, possibly the largest one-day list 
ever made in the Southeast. Other “western’’ species 
occurred following moderate westerly winds on May 
13 and 14, and May 18 and 19, the migration being 
grounded in each instance when the wind shifted to 
the north. 

Loons, Gannets, and Boobies —The Common Loon, 
rarely seen inland in spring, was recorded flying over 
Lake Bradford (near Tallahassee), April 24 (Jack 
Fehon). One at Key Largo on May 17 (Charles 
Brookfield, fide L. A. Stimson) appears to be the 
latest South Florida record by 6 weeks. Late Gannets 
were encountered off Alligator Point (near Panacea) 
by Herbert Curl, ef al., April 9. Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
W. Lincoln saw a Blue-faced Booby at Marco Island, 
April 23. 

Ibises and Spoonbills—The second record of the 
Glossy Ibis for the Lower Keys was reported at Key 
West, April 19, by Margaret Hundley, who also found 
from 3 to 5 Roseate Spoonbills there from April 16 
to the end of the period. Another spoonbill was 
present near Lake Worth, May 26 (Gladys E. Olson). 

Geese and Ducks.—Abnormally late Canada Geese 
were found near St. Marks, May 12 (John Crichton) ; 
and near Tallahassee, end of period (H. G. Conrad) ; 
but the species sometimes remains into mid-summer. 
Another record which may be an instance of summer- 
ing was that of a late Ring-necked Duck near St. 
Marks Light on May 7 (Henry M. Stevenson, Thomas 
Imhof). Two widely separated Hooded Mergansers 
in Wakulla County on April 19 (JF, Stephen M. 
Russell) mark a new departure date for the Talla- 
hassee Division; whereas 7 Am. Widgeons near 
Carnestown (Collier County) on May 15 (Dennis 
Paulson), were also late but not record-breaking. 

Kites and Hawks.—The numbers of Swainson’s 
Hawks seen near Homestead dwindled until a single 
bird was last seen on the very late date of April 10 
(DP). The Swallow-tailed Kite was reported near 
Crawfordville, where it is rare, on May 15 (William 
and Lorelle Reese). 

Cranes and Rails—A high count of 62 Sandhill 
Cranes was obtained on May 9, 20 miles west of 
Okeechobee (W. M. Davidson). The Lincolns and 
Bill Wylie saw the rare Yellow Rail near Paradise 
Key, April 25, and a late Virginia Rail (extreme by 
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11 days) was encountered near Princeton, April 26 
(Lincolns ). 

Sandpipers through Terns —The White-rumped 
Sandpiper, once thought to be rare in Florida, was 
found at 3 more localities this year: St. Marks Light, 
3 on May 7 (HMS, TAI); Charlotte County, 3 on 
May 14 (Charles P. Preston); and Lake Jackson 
(near Tallahassee), May 27 (HMS). Stilt Sandpipers 
were found at Lake Jackson, April 17 (HMS, ef al.): 
and Mims, May 10 (WMD). The former is the first 
spring record for Leon County, and the latter the 
latest record for the Northern Peninsula. A Northern 
Phalarope seen at Snake Bight by William G. At- 
water, April 29, appears to be a new species for 
South Florida. There are only a few other Florida 
records known. Four Least Terns arrived on Mullet 
Key on the early date of April 4 (Marvin Wass), but 
Black Terns were not recorded in that area (Tampa 
Bay) until May 13 (A. J. Dietrich). 

Cuckoos and Anis.—The rare Black-billed Cuckoo 
was discovered at Key West, May 13 to 15 (MH), 
and a Smooth-billed Ani 20 miles south of Jackson- 
ville, April 18, indicated a northward extension of 
range (Lincolns). 

Nighthawks, Swifts, and Humminghbirds.—A late 
flight of 11 Common Nighthawks occurred on Mullet 
Key, May 16; and 2 late Ruby-throated Humming- 
birds appeared there on May 6 (MW). A migrant 
Chimney Swift seen near Naples on May 15 (DP) 
appears to be the latest record for South Florida. 

Woodpeckers and Flycatchers—A Pileated Wood- 
pecker was an accidental visitor to Mullet Key on 
April 13; and Red-headed Woodpeckers passed 
through, April 8 to 27 (MW). Late Yellow-bellied 
Sapsuckers were found on Plantation Key, April 15 
(DP), and Key West, April 22 (MH), the latter be- 
ing the latest ever recorded from the Lower Keys. 
Western Kingbirds, more numerous than usual last 
winter, remained later than ever before in South 
Florida: April 20, near Princeton (CB), and April 
25, at Miami (DP, er al.). New departure dates for 
the Tallahassee Region were established by the 
Eastern Phoebe near St. Marks Light, April 19 
(SMR), and the Eastern Wood Pewee, Alligator 
Point, May 15 (HMS). 

Swallows and Jays—Bank Swallows, rare in spring, 
were listed near St. Marks Light, May 7 (HMS, 
TAI). The Rough-winged Swallow, which has in- 
creased in the Florida peninsula in recent years, was 
recorded at Key West, April 22 (MH), and was late 
on Mullet Key, May 13 (MW). Exceptionally late 
Tree Swallows were found at Lake Munson (near 
Tallahassee) May 27 (HMS). The Blue Jay ap- 
peared as a late transient on Mullet Key, 1 to 2 being 
found from April 13 through May 6 (MW). 

Titmice, Nuthatches, and Wrens.—The Tufted Tit- 
mouse was found on the South Loop of the Tamiami 
Trail (the southern limit of its range) on May 2 
(LAS, WGA); and the White-breasted Nuthatch, 
rare in most parts of Florida, was found a few miles 
north of St. Marks Light, May 7 (HMS, TAI). Five 
Long-billed Marsh Wrens near Pinecrest on April 
25 (LAS, et al.), set a new departure date for South 
Florida, and a Bewick’s Wren south of Newport, 
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April 19 (SMR), is the latest State record by 23 days. 

Cathirds and Thrushes.—A Catbird at Sarasota on 
May 17 (CPP) appears to be the latest record for 
South Florida. Migrating thrushes were unusually 
numerous in the Florida Region. During the period 
of April 18 to 23, Wood Thrushes were found near 
St. Marks Light (SMR) and Sarasota (CPP). Olive. 
backs were recorded at 4 widely separated localities 
in May, establishing new departure dates at Miami. 
May 9 (LAS, ef al.); Panacea region, May 15 (8) 
and 16 (HMS); and Sarasota, May 4, 14 and 20 
(latest by 18 days, CPP). Records of the Gray. 
cheeked were equally widespread, with one on Mullet 
Key, April 18 (MW) standing as the earliest for the 
Northern Peninsula. Fewer Veeries were listed, but 
one of these was a late bird at Sarasota, May 16 (Mr, 
and Mrs. Joshua Platt, fide CPP). 

Kinglets, Pipits, and Waxwings.—A_ record te. 
ceived too late for the last report is that of a Golden- 
crowned Kinglet at Rattlesnake (near Tampa), March 
17 (AJD). This is noteworthy in representing its 
southernmost penetration into Florida. Another record- 
breaking departure date for Florida was set by the 
Water Pipit at Key West on May 10 (MH). After 
all Cedar Waxwings had apparently left Florida, the 
May cold fronts precipitated others in record-breaking 
numbers or on unusually late dates. At Key West, 
where the species is normally rare, the numbers built 
up to 100, May 8 to 15 (MH); a flock of 20 at 
Naples on May 15 (DP) is a new late date for South 
Florida; and a single bird at Tallahassee, May 23, 
was one day later than any previous record (HMS). 

Vireos.—The Solitary Vireo, rare at Key West, was 
recorded on the late date of April 22 (MH). Black- 
whiskered Vireos migrated earlier and farther north 
than usual. One at Miami on April 4 (Mrs. William 
V. Dee) set a new record; another early one appeared 
on Siesta Key, April 15 (CPP); and the second 
record for the Tallahassee Division was established 
when one was found in full song on May 27 (HMS). 
A Red-eyed Vireo at Rattlesnake was ear!y on March 
17 (AJD). Both Philadelphia and Warbling Vireos 
were recorded at Key West on April 22 (MH). The 
former has been found in the Lower Keys only once 
previously and the latter but few times. In fact, the 
record of the Philadelphia appears to be only the 
fifth ever made in spring in this State. 

Warblers—The rare to uncommon Worm-eating 
Warbler was found in April in 4 scattered localities, 
but on no unusual dates. A Blue-winged near St. 
Marks Light, April 19 (SMR). was the third Divi- 
sional spring record. The Easter cold front brought 
the rare Tennessee Warbler to Alligator Point and 
St. Marks Light, April 19 (HMS, SMR), and Sara- 
sota, April 18 to 21 (CPP); a late individual was 
seen at Paradise Key by Mrs. Ruby Ruettger and 
WGA, May 9. The real finds were made by Mrs. 
Talbot Brewer (fide Alexander Sprunt, Jr.), who had 
a Lawrence’s Warbler on April 21, and ‘‘an un- 
doubted Sutton’s Warbler” the following day. The 
latter record was established through a description 
sent to Sprunt. A late Yellow Warbler was present 
on Alligator Point, May 15 (HMS), and several 
records of the Magnolia were obtained. One was 
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present in Miami from Feb. 21 through May 1 (DP); 
another was seen there on the record-breaking date of 
May 13 (Mrs. Eva S. Dickie); and one was found 
on Alligator Point, May 15 (HMS), and another on 
this date at Sarasota (CPP). A Myrtle Warbler at 
Sarasota, April 20 (CPP) marked a new extreme 
departure date for South Florida. The Black-throated 
Green Warbler was encountered on St. James Island 
(near Panacea) on April 19 and the late date of May 
15 (HMS). The first South Florida record of the 
Cerulean Warbler was established when a male was 
seen in low scrub in Okeechobee County, April 28 
(AS). Single Blackburnians were present near St. 
Marks Light, April 19 (SMR), and Key West, May 
14 (MH). A Chestnut-side, found at Sarasota on 
April 18 (CPP), marked the third spring record for 
South Florida, but Bay-breasts were better repre- 
sented. They were found at Key West, May 3 (MH); 
Mullet Key, May 15, for the second Northern Penin- 
sula record (MW); and in the Panacea region, May 
15 (5) and 16 (HMS). An early Blackpoll was 
found on Mullet Key, April 10, and a late Palm on 
May 12 (MW). Kentucky Warblers appeared at Key 
West on April 16 (MH), and Sarasota, April 18 
(new extreme) to 21 (CPP). The second Connecticut 
Warbler record for the Tallahassee Division was ob- 
tained when one flew against a window in that city on 
May 17. Several Yellow-breasted Chats in full song 
were found in the St. Marks-Panacea region on April 
19 and May 7, and appeared to be on their breeding 
grounds. This apparently represents a marked increase. 
Unusually late Hooded Warblers were listed at Sara- 
sota, May 7 (CPP), and at Clearwater, May 4 (TAI). 
establishing new extremes for the Northern and 
Southern Peninsula. 

Orioles, Cowbirds, and Tanagers.—Orchard Orioles 
appeared in good numbers on Key West, April 16 
(MH), and Mullet Key, April 18 (MW). A Balti- 
more was heard in song in Tallahassee, April 15, and 
5 transients were found on the nearby coast, April 
19 (HMS, SMR). A remarkably late Brown-headed 
Cowbird was flushed near St. Marks Light, April 19 
(SMR). Scarlet Tanagers set new departure dates at 
Tallahassee, May 9 (HMS), and Key West, May 15 
(MH), and were found also on Mullet Key (MW). 
A Summer Tanager which nests in my neighborhood 
arrived on April 1 for the third successive year. 

Finches and Sparrows.—Rose-breasted Grosbeaks 
were found at Alligator Point, April 19 (HMS); St. 
Marks Light, May 7 (HMS, TAI); and set a new 
departure date for the Lower Keys at Key West, May 
14 (MH). Blue Grosbeaks were similarly distributed 
in time and place, but the real feature of the migra- 
tion, quantitatively speaking, was the Indigo Buntings. 
They were found migrating in April at Miami and 
vicinity, Key West, Sarasota, St. Petersburg, Mullet 
Key, and Alligator Point; also at St. Marks Light in 
May. An early date was set at Miami when 71 ap- 
peared in a yard on April 5 (Mrs. F. G. Cox), and 
a late bird was on Mullet Key, May 18 (MW). 
Other outstanding numbers were 44 in the Everglades 
National Park, April 18 (WGA) ; and "100 or more” 
at Key West, April 16 (MH). Numbers in North 
Florida were only fair, except on their breeding 


grounds. A male Purple Finch feeding low at close 
range in Wakulla County, April 19 (WR), was the 
latest ever recorded in the Tallahassee Division by 
about a month. In the same region the second spring 
record of the Lark Sparrow was obtained on that 
date near St. Marks Light (SMR). A Field Sparrow 
near the lower Aucilla River, May 7 (HMS, TAI), 
was so late as to suggest the likelihood of breeding 
there; and a White-throat at Sarasota, April 20 
(Platts, fide CPP), is the latest record for South 
Florida. A remarkably late Song Sparrow, record- 
breaking for its division, was found in Wakulla 
County, April 19 (WR).—HENRY M. STEVENSON, 
Department of Zoology, Florida State University, 
Tallahassee, Fla. 


ONTARIO—WESTERN NEW YORK REGION. 
—April and May were generally cool, wet and back- 
ward in this Region, with few pronounced warbler 
waves. spotty migra- 

a tion and with the in- 
flux of most species 
dribbly and unobtru- 
sive. Despite this, 
mid-April species 
were unduly early 
at Toronto, Pimisi 
Bay (east of North 
Bay) and the Lake- 
head (Fort William 
—Port Arthur). At 
Toronto, Richard 
Ussher saw a Veery 
on April 16 and 
Earl Stark a North- 
ern Water-thrush 
on April 10. Three 
weeks of April were “backward” at Lindsay, in the 
opinion of veteran observer Wellington Calvert. There 
was a flow of tropical air during the first days of May 
and there was a corresponding flow of migrants, at 
early dates, at Rochester, Lindsay and Pimisi Bay. The 
first half of May was cold at Kingston, and at the 
Lakehead migration was retarded. At the latter place, 
May 2 to 7, a 14-in. snowfall caused heavy mortality 
among the migrants, one school principal having more 
than 100 birds brought to him during that period 
(mostly Hermit Thrushes, Slate-colored Juncos and 
White-throated Sparrows). Keith Denis, President of 
the Thunder Bay Field Naturalists Club, driving from 
Duluth to Port Arthur on May 3, estimated 12 dead 
birds per mile along the road (mostly Am. Robins 
and Slate-colored Juncos), and it was Dr. A. E. 
Allin’s considered opinion that the area had experi- 
enced what must surely have been “‘the greatest catas- 
trophe that had overtaken the birds in recent decades.” 
Loons.—A spectacular migration of Red-throated 
Loons, flying westward just above Lake Ontario and 
just off shore, was witnessed, April 18 (125 birds) 
and April 25 (200) between Braddock’s Bay and 
Hamlin Beach State Park, N. Y., by the Harold 
Axtells, Bernard Nathan, Art Schaffner, Walter List- 
man and others. Listman, watching them for ten hours 

















309 








on the latter date, speculated that perhaps the loons 
were passing at the rate of about 500 per hour, at 
certain periods during the day. 

Grebes—According to Senior Conservation Officer 
Roy Muma (Department of Lands and Forests, On- 
tario), Horned Grebes suffer the highest mortality of 
all waterbirds in being swept over Niagara Falls. This 
season, on April 8, he found 700 alive and 75 dead, 
at the foot of the cataract. 

Herons.—R. A. Carscallen saw a Snowy Egret on 
April 18 at Bradley’s Marsh, Lake St. Clair, Ont. 
Several hundred pairs of Great Blue Herons and 
Black-crowned Night Herons nest annually on East 
Sister Island, in the western end of Lake Erie in 
Ontario. Last year, the first Canadian nesting of the 
Am. Egret was reported there by Dr. Milton Traut- 
man. This year, on the same little island, Dr. Law- 
rence Hicks saw a Night Heron 
near nest on May 23, another new Canadian breeding 
species. Fishermen were shooting herons at the time 
and it is to be sincerely hoped that the Canadian 
Wildlife Service will declare the island a sanctuary in 
order to encourage these two newcomers, breeding for 
the first time on Canadian soil. So far as we know, the 
island is uninhabited by man. A Yellow-crowned 
Night Heron was seen on April 26 at Doon, near 
Kitchener, Ont., by Russ Tilt; another at Miller’s 
Beach, near Buffalo, May 9, by James Braunberns. 

Ibises.—A rare sight was the Glossy Ibis Dr. Miles 
Pirnie and Eugene Hueglin saw at St. Luke’s Club 
Marsh, Lake St. Clair, Ont., May 23. 

Swans.—One thousand Whistling Swans were con- 
gregated on the Niagara River between Navy Island 
and the Rapids, March 28 (Muma), about 30 flocks 
of them (averaging 30 birds) passed westward over 
Long Point Bay, Ont., the same day (Douglas Mil- 
ler); 500 were at Bradley's Marsh, April 4 (Harry 
Wressell) ; 1000 were at Lake Smith, Lambton County, 
the same day (Conservation Officer Oscar Mellick) 
and on April 25, 38 were seen at Cloud Bay, Thunder 
Bay District, by Captain Tripp. 

Geese and Ducks.—About 8000 Canada Geese 
gather each spring (last ten days of March, first ten 
of April) at the Miner Bird Sanctuary, Kingsville, 
Ont., and 12,000 each fall. An even better concentra- 
tion point, less frequently publicized, is at Oak 
Orchard Swamp, between Niagara Falls and Roches- 
ter. There were 25,000 Canada Geese there this sea- 
son (April 22) according to Dr. and Mrs. Axtell 
Am. Brant continue to flourish in the eastern part of 
this area in the latter part of May and in early June, 
on their northward flight. They first appeared this 
year at Geneva, N. Y. (April 30, Walker), but the 
main flight commenced, May 14 (50, Ithaca, Jehl!), 
and the birds were reported at Braddock’s Bay, May 
15 (Nathan, ef al.) ; Gogama, Ont. (94, May 18 to 
20, according to Dr. Keith Reynolds); Lotus Bay, 
N. Y. (4, May 20, Jameson) ; Sandbanks, Ont., May 
23 (Kingston Nature Club); New Liskeard, Ont. 
(about May 28, Ernest Maddock); Rockhouse Point, 
Lake Erie, Ont. (5, May 29, Axtell, et al.); Ash- 
bridges Bay, Toronto (90, May 30, Derek Beacham) ; 
Sunnyside, Toronto (40, May 30, Baillie) ; Oakville, 
Ont. (11, June 9, Gavin Henderson); North Bay 
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(3, June 16, Philip Du Boulay) and Oshawa, Ont. 
(1, June 20, Norm Sherwood). Biologist Harry 
Lumsden, Ont. Dept. of Lands and Forests, has a 
paper ready for publication on the really tremendous 
increase of this goose in Ontario within the last two 
decades. Three White-fronted Geese at the Lakehead, 
April 23 (Claude Garton, R. Robb) constituted the 
third record for that well-worked locality. The second 
record of the Barnacle Goose for western New York 
was the bird Schaffner identified at Stafford’s Pond, 
near Rochester, March 26. 

A European Widgeon at Fort William, May 1 to 8 
(Allin, S. Robb) was their second record. Two drake 
European Teal were at Shoreacres, Rochester, from 
April 25 to May 16 (Listman, Harry Van Beurden), 

Hawks.—A good Sharp-shinned Hawk flight passed 
over the area between Buffalo and Rochester, May 1 
(223, Lakeview, Axtells); 219, Braddock’s Bay to 
Barker (Schaffner, Heather Thorpe). 

Shorebirds and Terns.—Rochester reported flocks of 
Am. Golden Plover between April 22 and May 6 (33, 
Wolcottsville; 100, Shoreacres; 72, Stony Point Road) 
but the biggest concentrations were in Dover Town- 
ship, Kent Co., Ont., where Wressell estimated 1500 
on Concession 8 for three weeks after April 20, and 
Bette Johnston estimated 2000 on April 24 between 
the 9th and 10th Hudsonian Curlew 
passed westward in large numbers along the north 
shore of Lake Erie in late May (550 at Rockhouse 
Point, on the 26th, Axtell, and 200 at Rondeau, on 
the 24th, Wressell). Good numbers of Pectoral Sand- 
pipers (90) were seen at Oak Orchard, April 11, by 
Nathan and Ward. The first Lakehead record for 
Caspian Tern was made by Garton on May 23. 

Wood peckers.—Aftermaths of the flight last winter 
of Arctic Woodpeckers were two individuals seen on 
May 16 in southern Ontario at Point Pelee (Edmund 
Welch) ; and Lorne Park, west of Toronto (J. David 
West). 

Flycatchers, Jays and Wrens.—Another new addi- 
tion to the birds of the Canadian Lakehead was a 
Western Kingbird (May 24, Don Beckett). Van 
Beurden reported a Bewick’s Wren at Rochester, April 
21 to 23, as their first record. The Axtells watched a 
heavy migration of Blue Jays at Buffalo, May 1 (784, 
Lakeview ). 


Concessions. 


Gnatcatchers—There seemed to be an unusually 
widespread influx of Blue-gray Gnatcatchers, not en- 
tirely attributable to activity on the part of observers, 
beginning as early as April 12 (1, Point Pelee, Fred 
Helleiner). There was one at North Evans, N. Y., 
April 20 (Axtells) ; 2 at Morgan’s Point, Ont., April 
22 to 24 (Schaffner, et al.) ; one at Erie Beach, Ont, 
April 30 (Nathan, Schaffner); and eastward along 
the north shore of Lake Ontario, one at Port Hope 
(April 28, Landry) and as many as 4 at Kingston 
(May 4 to 24, Dr. Ken Edwards). 

Waxwings and Starlings —The sole report of the 
Bohemian W. «ing this season came from Cochrane, 
500 miles nort: of Toronto (4 on April 4, Helleiner). 
By photographing roosting birds and closely studying 
the enlargements, the Hamilton Nature Club esti- 
mated that there were 2,000,000 Common Starlings at 
the Big Gore Park roost in the center of the city. 
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Weekly organized shoots held by sportsmen’s organi- 
zations and publicized by the newspapers and radio 
reduced the population by about 5000 per week. At 
that rate it will require 8 years to clean out this roost, 
if the Starlings cease breeding. 

Warblers.—The first record of the Golden-winged 
Warbler for Kingston, Ont. (east end Lake Ontario) 
was on May 7 (A. Erskine). Two Yellow-throated 
Warblers turned up (May 15, Rochester, rep. Van 
Beurden; May 24, Ithaca, Dr. Oliver Hewitt). They 
are extremely rare at those places, according to the 
local authorities. Single Worm-eating Warblers were 
reported at Morgan’s Point, Ont. (April 22, Schaff- 
ner); Lakeview, Buffalo (May 1, Axtells); Keuka 
Park (May 4, rep. Hoyt); Elmira (May 13, rep. 
Hoyt); Avoca (May 14, rep. Hoyt), and Delaware 
Park, Buffalo (May 14, Nathan, Schaffner, M. L. 
Emerson). Kingston’s second record for the Hooded 
Warbler was one seen May 3 by Dr. George Stirrett, 
Mrs. H. R. Quilliam and Robert B. Stewart). The 
first record was at Cataraqui prior to 1904. 

Blackbirds.—Individual Western Meadowlarks 
turned up at Malton, April 11 (Dr. Jack Satterly, 
Gerry Bennett) ; Hamilton, April 13 (George North) ; 
Courtright Township, Lambton Co, April 24 (Doug- 
las S. Middleton, Johnston) and McNab, May 2 
(Axtells, Nathan, ef al.). This species is occurring 
each year now with increasing frequency. North once 
banded a nestful of young at Hamilton but all other 
Ontario nestings have been west from Fort William. 

Towhees and Sparrows.—The Welland Green-tailed 
Towhee remained until April 18, according to Axtell 
(first Canadian record east of Saskatchewan). A Clay- 
colored Sparrow seen at Ottawa, May 20, by Eric L. 
Mills was the first record within 50 miles of that city. 
—J. M. Baiiuir, Royal Ont. Museum of Zoology and 
Palaeontology. 100 Queen's Park, Toronto, Ont., 
Canada. 


APPALACHIAN REGION.—A major shift in the 
pattern of warbler migration featured the spring 
season in the Appalachian Region. Some species that 
normally migrate from the Gulf of 
Mexico and pass along the western 
slopes of the Alleghenies failed 
(“| to appear in many areas. Others 
were scarce or abnormally late. At 
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twenty species of waterfowl and water birds at artif- 
cial lakes in Preston Co., W. Va., and Garrett Co., 
Md. Am. Widgeon, Green-winged Teal, Gadwalls, 
Ruddies remained until well into May, quite unusual 
for this territory. 

March was generally warm and dry, encouraging 
early arrival of many species. At State College, Pa., 
Merrill Wood reported 37 species (26 per cent of all 
migrants noted) arriving earlier than ever before 
noted in that territory. A similar situation as regards 
early migrants was reported from the Lexington, Va., 
area by J. J. Murray. 

April and May, however, were generally cold and 
rather wet. This resulted in extraordinarily late ar- 
rivals of such species as Indigo Bunting, Red-eyed 
Vireo, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Common Nighthawk 
and several species of thrushes. Despite frequent light 
rains during the last two months, the Appalachian 
Region is still suffering from a moisture deficit, and 
April and May had sharp temperature deficits. There 
were no major spring floods, and water tables are 
generally very low as we go into summer. 

Members of the Brooks Bird Club made another 
concerted effort in May to locate Sutton’s Warbler in 
the Eastern Panhandle of West Virginia, the area of 
Haller’s original collection of this puzzling bird. 
Haller himself was a member of the party, but de- 
spite energetic field work in every conceivable habitat, 
none of the birds were found. This particular riddle 
remains unsolved. ; 

An organized foray into Fayette Co., W. Va., a 
region little visited by ornithologists, is planned for 
June by the Brooks Bird Club. The Oglebay Nature 
School returns to the Terra Alta, W. Va., area, where, 
two years ago, Forest Buchanan and A. F. Ganier dis- 
covered nesting White-throated Sparrows. These con- 
certed efforts of field observers are doing much to 
fill in gaps in our ornithological knowledge. 

Many bird students are aware of the influence, 
exerted over the years, of Dr. J. J. Murray, of Lexing- 
ton, Va., in awakening and directing ornithological 
interest among those with whom he comes in contact. 
It is worth noting that two students whom he has 
trained are at present Rhodes Scholars; J. J. Murray, 
Jr., returning from Oxford in November, following 
service in the Oxford University Expedition to western 
Nepal; and Robert Paxton, whose observations have 
often been mentioned in these columns, leaving for 
Oxford in September. 

Loons through Herons —Common Loons appeared 
in fair numbers, and one at Cheat Lake, W. Va, on 
May 16 was extraordinarily late (George Hall). A 
Red-throated Loon spent the period of April 24-May 
5 at Black Moshannon Lake, Pa. (Wood and Bord- 
ner). Horned Grebes, some in full breeding plumage, 
were reported in unusual numbers from Tennessee to 
Maryland. There were no spring reports of Red- 
necked Grebes. 

Double-crested Cormorants were noted at Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn., on April 8 by Mrs. E. M. West, and 
at Elizabethton, Tenn., on May 30 (F. W. Behrend). 
Hall reported an unusual number of Great Blue 
Herons in the Morgantown area, and an Am. Egret 
at Chattanooga on April 25 was noteworthy (Mrs. 
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West). The same observer found two adult Yellow- 
crowned Night Herons on April 8. Two Black- 
crowned Night Herons (seldom seen locally) were at 
Mountain Lake Park, Md., on April 17. Green Herons 
were very late in arriving. Two Least Bitterns near 
Knoxville, Tenn., were reported by J. C. Howell. 

Waterfowl.—There was a banner spring migration 
of Whistling Swans, with many records from north- 
eastern Ohio (C. S. Banks) ; 30 near Warren, Pa., on 
March 29 (Curtis Sasserson) ; 75 near State College, 
Pa., on March 29 (W. S. Clarke, Jr.); and reports 
of large flights near Lake Erie. Two Snow Geese 
were seen near Warren, Pa., on April 9 (Samuel 
Harper). 

Seven Mallard nests have been located near the 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute lake, Blacksburg, Va.— 
one of them in the crotch of a white oak 45 feet from 
the ground (Edwin Willis). All dabbling ducks nor- 
mal to the Region have been unusually common, with 
Gadwalls and Shovellers noteworthy. A male Euro- 
pean Widgeon at Black Moshannon Lake, Pa., on 
April 18-19 was noteworthy (Wood, ef al.), as was 
one on Mountain Lake, Garrett Co., Md., on April 
17 (Brooks, et al.). The latter bird was our first of 
record in mountainous western Maryland. Hall com- 
mented that the Hooded Merganser flight near Mor- 
gantown was the heaviest he had seen. This was also 
true of the flight of Ruddies. There were good flocks 
of Red-breasted Mergansers on Deep Creek Lake, Md. 

Hawks through Am. Coots—On April 17 the 
writer and party witnessed the first sizable spring 
hawk flight that we have seen in the Alleghenies. 
Near noon a flock of 44 buteos, most of them Broad- 
wings and Red-tailed, coursed along a ridge near 
Deep Creek Lake, Md. They were moving northeast- 
ward, and “towered” just as do fall flights. During 
the day we saw 58 individuals. Although Todd lists 
no Broad-wing breeding records from Westmoreland 
Co., Pa., K. C. Parkes found a pair there ‘exhibiting 
typical nest defense behavior’ on May 10. Banks 
found an Am. Rough-legged Hawk at Atwood Lake, 
Carroll Co., Ohio, on March 26. 

On March 25 4 Sandhill Cranes (calling) flew over 
Knoxville, Tenn. (Brockway Crouch fide Howell). 
King Rails, Virginia Rails, and Florida Gallinules 
(the latter with downy young) were near Leetown, 
W. Va., on May 24 (Hall). A Florida Gallinule on 
May 26 and an Am. Coot on June 4 were found near 
Butler, Pa., by Dr. F. W. Preston. There was an ex- 
cellent Am. Coot flight on the Allegheny Lakes in 
early April. 

Shorebirds.—Due, perhaps, to the fact that many 
lakes are still low, there was a good spring flight of 
shorebirds, most of them coming in late May. At 
Lexington, Murray reported a Ruddy Turnstone 
(second record) and two Dowitchers (first record 
for that part of the Shenandoah Valley) on May 20; 
and a Red-backed Sandpiper and a White-rumped 
Sandpiper on May 21. Mrs. F. W. Preston found five 
White-rumped Sandpipers at Butler, Pa., on May 8. 
Two sandpipers, identified by Hall and others as 
Westerns, were found near Leetown, W. Va., on May 
24. Mrs. E. R. Bordner reported 4 Western Sand- 
pipers at Scotia Pond, Pa., on May 30, and 7 Baird's 
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Sandpipers at the same place on June 2. Bonaparte’s 
Gulls were fairly common through the mountains, 
often flying, as is their habit, far from water. 

Ouls, Goatsuckers, Woodpeckers—A Saw-whet 
Owl, killed by a car, was found at Charter Oak. 
Huntingdon Co., Pa., on May 19, by Wood. Common 
Nighthawks failed to arrive in the Morgantown area 
until late May. Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers, once widely 
distributed breeding birds in the higher mountains, 
now seem rare and local. Red-headed Woodpeckers 
are steadily increasing in an apparent recovery from 
their sharp drop that followed the disappearance of 
chestnut trees. 

Flycatchers, Crows, Gnatcatchers—A number of 
observers from Tennessee northward reported Olive- 
sided Flycatchers during migration. For some reason, 
this species is rarely seen in the Region during spring. 
Least Flycatchers are nesting on the Virginia Poly- 
technic Institute campus (Willis). Common Ravens 
were successful in raising young this year at Cooper's 
Rock, within a few miles of the West Virginia Uni- 
versity campus. Two Fish Crows were seen by Hall 
along the Shenandoah River, Jefferson Co., W. Va., 
on April 20. Blue-gray Gnatcatchers, rare in central 
and northern Pennsylvania, were reported by Johnson 
at Warren on April 24, and by Wood and others at 
State College on April 16-17. 

Warblers —On May 2, Clark Miller found the nest 
of a pair of Prothonotary Warblers along the Shenan- 
doah River, Jefferson Co., W. Va. Members of the 
Allegany County (Maryland) Bird Club and their 
guests saw a singing male Prothonotary near Old- 
town, Md., on May 8. Parula Warblers were notably 
scarce in the area explored by the Sutton’s Warbler 
searchers. Prairie Warblers, constantly appearing 
northward and at higher elevations in the Alleghenies, 
nested at 2200 feet in Preston Co., W. Va., only a 
short distance from the Pennsylvaaia border. Northern 
Water-thrushes, often missed during migration unless 
they are singing, were reported from Tennessee, West 
Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania. Mrs. R. A. 
Monroe reported a Connecticut Warbler near Knox- 
ville, Tenn., on May 20 and 23. 


Finches and Sparrows.—Observers near Knoxville, 
Tenn., reported 5 Blue Grosbeaks during April and 
May. In the same locality, Dickcissels were singing on 
May 12-13. Purple Finches were singing in the town 
of Davis, Tucker Co., W. Va., on the evening of June 
2. During migration this species had been notably 
scarce at most stations. Pine Siskins, also scarce, were 
seen by Hall at Cathedral State Park, Preston Co., 
W. Va., on April 4, and by Howell at Knoxville on 
April 25. Four singing Henslow’s Sparrows were 
found by Max Carpenter near Front Royal, Va., on 
April 26. White-crowned Sparrows were abundant 
throughout the Region, remaining at Morgantown 
until May 18. Although they are normally abundant 
locally, I saw only one White-throated Sparrow dur- 
ing migration at Morgantown. Other observers had 
similar experiences. Swamp Sparrows are nesting 
in all suitable West Virginia localities. MAURICE 
Brooks, West Virginia University, Morgantown, 
W. Va. 
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WESTERN GREAT LAKES REGION.—In south- 
ern Minnesota there was very little snow on the 
ground during March, even with a 2-inch above- 
normal snow 
fall. Tempera- 
tures averaged 
near normal 
but an extreme 
high of 53° 
was recorded 
on March 6 and 
17. There were 
also two thun- 
derstorms dur- 
ing the month. April weather again averaged near 
normal, but an extreme high of 85° on April 14 
broke the all-time record for so early in the season 
and probably brought some migrants north earlier 
than usual. A snowstorm with sleet and high winds 
beginning on May 1 in Minnesota and reaching Michi- 
gan a day or two later had a serious effect on the 
migration. The mean temperature for May in Minne- 
sota was 5.4° below normal. The snowstorm arrived 
in Lapeer Co., southeastern Michigan, on the night 
of May 3 when the mercury dropped to 39°. The 
ground was covered with snow the following day and 
snow flurries continued until the 6th. Cold weather 
continued until the 21st when temperatures of 23° 
were reported from Sodus, Berrien Co., Mich. This 
storm, plus the warm weather of April, seemed to 
split the migration, besides causing a destruction of 
birdlife. 

Herons.—In Allendale County, Mich., Great Blue 
Herons were first observed on March 28, a somewhat 
later date than in the previous years (Peter Hovingh, 
Jr., and Jim Ponshair). In northern Minnesota the 
May snowstorm took a toll of herons. At Winton, 
St. Louis Co., Minn., many emaciated dead Great 
Blue Herons were found for several weeks after the 
storm. An unusual change in this Region is the 
presence of Am. Egrets during the spring season. 
Normally, they are seen only after the breeding sea- 
son. During the week of April 13 one was seen in 
Oakland Co., Mich., and 7 were observed on May 27 
in the Erie Marsh, Oakland Co., Mich.; none were 
Cattle Egrets (Dale Zimmerman). In Minnesota Am. 
Egrets were reported from the Bass Ponds, Minneapo- 
lis, Hennepin Co., on April 10. Later, others appeared 
along the Minnesota River bottoms near Minneapolis. 
Twenty-one were observed in a small slough near 
Frontenac, Goodhue Co., Minn., on May 16. 

W aterfowl_—Whistling Swans were seen in greater 
numbers than usual near Imlay City, Lapeer Co., 
Mich., and the first group was seen on March 28 
(Zimmerman). Swans arrived on the Minnesota River 
bottoms near Minneapolis, Hennepin Co., Minn., on 
April 7. There was a maximum population of 300 
and most had left by April 26. Swans were first noted 
at Duluth, St. Louis Co., Minn., on April 9 (P. B. 
Hofslund). Several thousand Canada Geese remained 
in lower Michigan much longer than usual, and with 
them were a few Blue and (Lesser) Snow Geese 
(Mrs. Gladys Hall). Canada Geese were seen in mi- 
gration over Seney National Wildlife Refuge, Seney, 

















Mich., as late as May 1 (C. J. Henry). A first record 
of one of the small Canada Geese was that of either 
Autchinsi or leucopareia and “‘very probably the for- 
mer” for Lapeer Co., Mich., observed at close range 
with twenty-power scopes on April 3 and 4 (D. A., 
L. P., L. M., and M. A. Zimmerman). 

Most observers felt that there was an increase in 
numbers of waterfowl during spring migration. The 
best waterfowl counts in several years were obtained 
in Lapeer County, Mich. (Zimmerman). At Seney 
Refuge, Mich., early waterfowl migration was just 
about two weeks later than last year (Henry). At 
Mud Lake National Wildlife Refuge, Holt, Marshall 
Co., Minn., numbers of waterfowl were also up, as 
shown by these comparative figures: In 1954 the 
population peak for Mallards was 12,000 and the 
average for the years 1946 to 1954 was 10,250; Gad- 
wall, population peak for 1954, 2000—average, 1500; 
Am. Widgeon, 1954 population peak, 8000—average 
3250; Green-winged Teal, 1954 population peak, 
4000—average, 1250. Numbers of Ring-necked Ducks, 
Lesser Scaups, Am. Golden-eyes and Buffle-heads were 
less than the 1946-54 average at Mud Lake Refuge. 
Arrival dates for most ducks were between April 5 
and 18; somewhat later than in previous years. Mal- 
lards arrived on April 5, average arrival date is March 
29; Black Duck, April 17, usually April 13; Canvas- 
back, April 20, usually April 14 (J. C. Carlsen). A 
Cinnamon Teal was observed near Minneapolis, 
Minn., first on April 9 (Mrs. P. W. Tryon)..A male 
Greater Scaup was identified (rounded head with 
definite green reflections, long white wing stripe ex- 
tending onto primaries, very white flanks) on Lake 
Nepessing, Lapeer Co., Mich., on April 9 (Zimmer- 
man). 

Hawks.—No large hawk migrations were reported. 
The spring migration in this Region is not so spec- 
tacular as the fall migration. A flight of Rough-legged 
Hawks was observed at Duluth, St. Louis Co., Minn., 
on April 10 (Hofslund). 

Shorebirds —Two WHudsonian Curlews were ob- 
served near Duluth, St. Louis Co., Minn., on May 22 
(Minn. Ornithologists’ Union). Very large concen- 
trations of Greater and Lesser Yellow-legs and Pec- 
toral Sandpipers were first observed at the Bass Ponds, 
Hennepin Co., Minn., on April 16. An Am. Avocet, 
considered a rarity in Minnesota, was seen at these 
same Bass Ponds, on April 24 (Mrs. W. Davidson). 
At Seney National Wildlife Refuge, Mich., Greater 
Yellow-legs were also seen in goodly numbers, the 
first on April 22 (Henry). 

Owls.—Two Snowy Owls were seen as late as April 
3 in Dakota County, Minn. (A. C. Rosenwinkel, 
Hall). A definite and sudden increase of Barred Owls 
was noted in Lapeer, Washtenaw and Oakland 
Counties, Mich., where about 8 individuals, the first 
in this area since 1948, were seen by Zimmerman. 
He also found a dead Barn Owl near Imlay City, 
Lapeer Co., on Feb. 20. At Seney Refuge, Mich., a 
Short-eared Owl found dead on May 24 constitutes 
about the fourth record there in 19 years (Henry). 

Mortality of Perching Birds.—It is ofen dangerous 
to generalize on events, but most observers felt that 
prior to the May snowstorm, migrants appeared about 
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two weeks earlier than usual and after the snowstorm 
migration was retarded about two weeks. The storm 
was also destructive to birdlife both directly and in- 
directly. The Great Blue Herons, already mentioned, 
suffered indirectly because lakes and rivers were 
frozen over. The wind which accompanied the snow- 
storm took its toll of some birds. In St. Paul, Ramsey 
Co., Minn, a large concentration of Slate-colored 
Juncos (which normally weather many snowstorms) 
was blown against a residence and garage leaving the 
ground strewn with dead and stunned birds (Mrs. 
George Bantle). Perhaps migrants were blown south- 
ward again. Hermit Thrushes and White-throated 
Sparrows were numerous at Page, Mille Lacs County, 
on April 28, but were not numerous at Cedar Creek 
Forest, Amoka Co., about 70 miles to the south until 
May 12 (J. Jarosz and H. Gunderson). At McGregor, 
Aitkin Co., Minn., 10 Purple Martins on the ground 
and 7 in a bird house were dead after the storm (Joe 
Chadma). Near Lake Nokomis, Minneapolis, Minn., 
Purple Martins were hunched up on the ground the 
evening of May 4 and several were found dead on the 
two following days (Mrs. Helen Chapman). On May 
3, 3100 Am. Robins, more than 4000 Slate-colored 
Juncos, 500 Hermit Thrushes, hundreds of Rusty and 
Red-winged Blackbirds, Song Sparrows, White- 
throated Sparrows and other sparrows were counted 
along the road between Duluth, Minn., and Fort 
William, Ontario. Since the woods were covered with 
snow, only the roads were bare and these birds were 
attempting to feed or rest on the exposed pavement. 
An estimated 1500 dead birds were counted along this 
same road between Duluth and the Reservation River, 
Cook Co., Minn., a distance of about 140 miles, 
making an average of 10.7 dead birds per mile (A. E. 
Allin). Twenty-one dead Hermit Thrushes were 
found in an hour's walk at Duluth, Minn. (Hofs- 
lund). At Bemidji, Beltrami Co., Minn., White- 
throated Sparrows with beaks frozen shut and Am. 
Robins with balls of ice on their feet were found 
dead (V. Gunvalson). At Schroeder, Cook Co., 
“everybody up and down the shore was feeding birds 
with whatever they had. Several of us were lucky to 
have some of our winter feed left over, but Tuesday 


a truck went in and got feed at Duluth . . . many 
died . . . the Grackles killed a Swamp and Song 
Sparrow Myrtle Warblers wacking a raisin 


Hermit Thrushes feeding on ground dried figs” 
(Marie Aftrieth). Reports from other areas were not 
so extreme. At Imlay City, Mich., one Eastern Blue- 
bird was found dead in a bird house after the storm. 
They have been scarce since the storm. A maximum 
of 3 were counted on May 23 where normally 20 to 
30. should have been observed (Zimmerman). 
Flycatchers, Swallows, Wrens.—At Dowagiac, Cass 
Co., Mich., Eastern Kingbirds were feeding on the 
ground during a snowstorm on May 5 (Isaac R. 
Hunter). Two Purple Martins were observed as early 
as March 29 in Lapeer County, Mich., but the maxi- 
mum was seen on May 16 (Zimmerman). A Carolina 
Wren was seen singing in North Branch Twp., Lapeer 
Co., on May 2. This is the first spring record for the 
county (D. A. and M. A. Zimmerman). 
Warblers—The warbler migration was extremely 
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erratic, perhaps because their migration most nearly 
coincided with the storm. A Parula Warbler was 
found dead in St. Paul, Minn., on April 13 (M. 
Burr). The earliest record listed for this species by 
Dr. Roberts is May 4! A singing male Blue-winged 
Warbler seen on May 9, 16, 23 and another on May 
17 are considered rare in Lapeer County, Mich., as 
are Cerulean Warblers, 2 of which were seen in the 
same county on May 17 (Zimmerman). The migra. 
tion of warblers began rather early in southeastern 
Michigan, but was almost completely stopped by the 
storm. After that, warblers and passerines apparently 
sped through without stopping. May 23 to 26 were 
the best days for observation—terminating the poorest 
May migration in 15 years, from the standpoint of 
the observer (Zimmerman). In a three-acre woods 
near Allendale, Ottawa Co., Mich., fifteen days of 
observation produced only one day of more than five 
species of warblers, and only four of more than 
fifteen individuals. In other years waves of over 100 
individuals have been counted in this same tract 
(Peter Hovingh, Jr., Jim Ponshair). Near Kalamazoo, 
Mich., warbler waves were non-existent. Greater 
numbers were present on May 16 and in Allegan 
County, Mich., on May 20 (Hall). 

Crossbills —A flock of White-winged Crossbills 
seen in Attica Twp. on March 9 constitutes the first 
Lapeer County record for this species (Zimmerman). 
—Harvey L. GUNDERSON, Minnesota Museum of 
Natural History, Minneapolis, Minn. 


MIDDLEWESTERN PRAIRIE REGION.—What 
began as an exceedingly interesting migration became, 
at the critical moment in early May, one of the poorest 
in memory, as 
adverse weather 
prevailed during 
the first half of 
that month. As 
the birds trickled 
silently through 









f warblers that us- 
ic} ually are com- 
mon failed to 
appear at all in some places (although few localities 
agreed on which species were the scarce ones). 

To be more specific: February's unseasonable 
warmth got things off somewhat ahead of schedule, 
with good waves of the earlier migrants from about 
the middle of the month on; the exodus of wintering 
waterfowl began at this time. March was dry with 
typical temperature extremes; there were especially 
good flights at the middle and again at the end of 
March, notably of Horned Larks, kinglets, sparrows, 
and juncos. Excellent conditions obtained during most 
of April as generally warm weather with a succession 
of cold fronts and alternating moist southerly winds 
brought thrushes, vireos, warblers, and tanagers into 
the lower half of the Region a week to 10 days earlier 
than average dates. A period of hot weather from 
April 20 to May 1 produced the numerical climax 
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of the season on about the latter date; e.g., on South 
Bass Island, Ohio, on that day Milton Trautman in 
3 hours saw 1000 warblers, 2000 Am. Goldfinches, 
and a total of 102 species. Then the weather broke, 
and for 2 weeks cool winds blew out of the north 
bringing several killing frosts. Despite flights on 
May 17, 24 (a big one), and 27 (many Empidonax 
flycatchers), most observers felt that the spring had 
been an unsatisfactory one. There was one widely 
recognized exception to this feeling, however; nearly 
everywhere shorebirds made one of the biggest flights 
in history; only northern Ohio disagreed. 

Loons and Grebes —Common Loons were much less 
numerous than usual; the few seen arrived at the end 
of March. Two rare divers found in southern IIli- 
nois were a Red-necked Grebe at Lake Murphysboro 
on April 7 (Richard Brewer and Kenneth Stewart) 
and 2 Eared Grebes at Crab Orchard Wildlife Refuge 
on April 12 (Lee Bush, fide Brewer). 

Herons—Am. Egrets returned to Willow Slough 
Preserve, Ind., on March 25 (B. Hanger, fide Russell 
Mumford) and to the Sandusky, Ohio, area on March 
28 (Raymond W. Hill); by mid-April many were 
seen in their breeding rookeries. Spring rarities were 
a Snowy Egret at Sandusky Bay on May 22 (Hugh F. 
Schaefer) and a Little Blue Heron at Des Moines, 
Iowa, on April 10 (Woodward H. Brown). 

A significant trend appearing clearly from the re- 
ports is the increasing frequency with which Yellow- 
crowned Night Herons are being found, most often 
among flocks of Black-crowns. They arrived in every 
state but Iowa in the middle of April; a high of 8 
scattered birds was seen near Chicago. On May 15 
Trautman noted the first record from South Bass 
Island, an immature. More interesting still, 3 pairs 
established nests near Columbus, Ohio, for the first 
known time (Edward S. Thomas). 

Geese and Ducks —The White-fronted Goose is 
very rare east of the Mississippi, and its appearance 
anywhere in this Region is infrequent. This spring 
there was a substantial influx, spreading eastward as 
far as Willow Slough Preserve, Ind. Henry West and 
John Satter found a single bird there on March 20; 
others came in until by April 6 when there were 41 on 
the marsh (Mumford). The species was seen also in 
Buchanan County, Mo. (100, Henry Hartford, fide 
Ben King, March 11; smaller numbers thereafter) ; 
St. Charles County, Mo. (3, Elisha Atkins, fide J. 
Earl Comfort, March 21); Amana Lake near Iowa 
City (6, Fred W. Kent, April 6). 

An odd record of the Greater Scaup is one col- 
lected at Lake St. Mary near Cincinnati on April 27 
by Emerson Kemsies (fide Sven Sjodahl). 

Hawks and Eagles.—The only hawk flight reported 
was a reverse north-to-south movement of 200 birds 
near Chicago on April 18 (Mrs. Amy Baldwin, Robert 
Nuner, fide Ralph M. Eiseman) ; 6 species were repre- 
sented, but Broad-wings comprised 95 per cent of the 
flock. Weather conditions to account for the direction 
of flight were not described. Two Golden Eagles were 
scen under circumstances assuring the reliability of 
sight records: On March 13 Schaefer watched an im- 
mature with 2 young Bald Eagles at Cedar Point, 
Ohio; on March 21 Atkins (fide Comfort) saw an 


adult in St. Charles County, Mo. 

Cranes and Rails.—The highest count of Sandhill 
Cranes at Indiana’s Jasper-Pulaski Preserve was some- 
thing over 900 on March 19 (Lawrence Walkinshaw). 
A. Claugus and H. Schuer found a casual of the 
species at Buckeye Lake, Ohio, on May 15 (fide 
Thomas). One each of the rare and obscure Yellow 
and Black Rails was seen. T. G. Nork and A. L. 
Campbell sighted the Yellow in a grassy field fre- 
quented also by longspurs, south of Enos in Newton 
County, Ind., on March 27. Mrs. Campbell and 
Charles T. Clark found the Black near Lisle, Ill., on 
May 9. 

Shorebirds—Common species attracting comment 
because of their very high numbers were Am. Plover 
(a “huge’’ flock east to Portage, Ohio, in early May, 
Mrs. Lillian Davidson) and Pectoral Sandpiper. 
Willet and Wilson's Phalarope, always much rarer, 
of course, were reported from every State. A peak 
of 1000 White-rumped Sandpipers in Clinton and 
Platte Counties, Mo., was a notably big count (King, 
Harrison Tordoff, Harold Hedges, Jim Lubkin). 

The shorebird most remarkable for its relatively 
great numbers was the Hudsonian Godwit. In the 
Kansas City area 1 or 2 birds are expected each 
year, but this spring it was common throughout the 
migration; on May 16 King, Tordoff, et al. counted 
75, and others in that area had experiences only 
slightly less striking. Additional records were 1 at 
Jacksonville, Ill., May 17 (William J. O’Brien); 1 
to 6 at Iowa City during mid-May (Kent), and 
others at Des Moines (Brown). The Marbled God- 
wit, too, was more than usually numerous and at 
about the same places; the largest concentration con- 
sisted of 15 in Platte County, Mo., on May 9 (Cun- 
ningham and John Bishop, fide King). 

Among many rarities, standouts are 3 Red Phala- 
ropes at Trimble Wildlife Refuge, Clinton County, 
Mo., on May 16 (King, Tordoff, et al.), and 5 
Am. Avocets at Scioto Lakes near Columbus, Ohio, 
on June 1 (Thomas and N. Thompson). 

Cuckoos.—In some years cuckoos do not appear 
until late May. The pattern of the entire spring mi- 
gration is well illustrated by the fact that the Yellow- 
billed arrived in Brown County, Ind., on April 27 
(Mumford) and both species in Cleveland on May 
1 (Schaefer) but that most observers saw none until 
the last week in May. 

Perching Birds.—Blue Jay migrations are often 
overlooked, especially in the spring. Clark describes 
a May 1 movement over Lincoln Park, Chicago, when 
in 3 hours 300 birds in flocks ranging from 6 to 40 
(with 20 the mode) passed through. On April 25, 
R. S. Gregory counted 146 at Mooresville, Ind. 

Trautman’s discovery of different singing male 
Summer Tanagers on South Bass Island on May 16 
and 22 is interesting in view of the scarcity of 
Canadian records and the apparent absence of the 
species from Michigan. 

Scattered fringillid reports of note are a Blue 
Grosbeak in the Indiana Dunes in early May (Ray- 
mond Grow); a Painted Bunting at Columbia, Mo., 
on May 26 (Mrs. O. R. Johnson); a male Evening 
Grosbeak at Lake Forest, Ill., on May 9 (Marion 
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Clow) ; and Spotted Towhees at Chicago in mid-May 
(2 at a feeder, Mrs. Wasson) and one near St. Louis 
in April (Comfort). 

Smith’s Longspur may be another of those birds 
increasingly reported because observers are learning 
to look for it. Finds from Indiana and westward are 
regular although rare, but it is less to be expected 
that the species would appear, as it did, in Ohio. On 
April 3 Kemsies and Randle (fide Sjodahl) collected 
one near Lake St. Mary, and on March 27 a flock of 
100 was seen at the airport at Oxford. 

As the result of an odd combination of circum- 
stances Trautman had a most interesting experience 
on the night of May 24. A big migration was taking 
place when at 9 p.m. a squall came up, bringing 
winds from the south at 15 to 20 m.p.h. This 
initiated a reverse flight (the usual effect of south 
winds at that place). Rushing to the island’s illumi- 
nated 357-ft. Perry Monument Trautman could see 
about 100 birds a minute passing through the cone 
of the lights, many, sucked into the backwash of the 
monument, were dashed against it and fell to the 
ground. In the 15 minutes before he could have the 
lights turned off Trautman picked up nearly 100 
birds, half of them dead. Among the 18 species were 
a Least Bittern, 2 species each of flycatchers and 
sparrows, several thrushes, a Catbird, and 3 Long- 
billed Marsh Wrens; the rest were warblers. As a 
climax to this episode, one falling bird hit Trautman 
on the head; he picked it up to find a dead female 
Kirtland’s Warbler!—VaL No Lan, Jr., Rural Route 
+10, North Fee Lane. Bloomington, Ind. 


CENTRAL SOUTHERN REGION.—The weather 
of spring reversed its normal order. April in most of 
the Region was warm and dry, May cool and wet. 
April brought 
but one impor- 
tant cold front 
down to the 
Coast (April 
16-17), while 
May produced 
at least three 
(May 3-4, 7-8, 
and 19-20). 
The visible evi- 
dences of mi- 
gration emerging against this background furnished 
new sidelights on old generalizations. 

The Sectional Pattern of Migration at the Coast.— 
Along the Gulf Coast, concurrent coverage of the 
migration at 3 perfectly spaced points on a 400-mile 
front unexpectedly produced best results at Grand 
Isle, La., the central station. This was especially true 
with respect to ‘key transients,’ small land birds 
(other than swallows) that neither winter in the 
Region nor breed in the coastal counties and parishes. 
On April 18, following the first ‘‘norther,” the counts 
of such transients were: Cameron, La. (western sta- 
tion)—24 individuals, 9 species (8 observers, includ- 
ing G. H. Lowery, P. A. Daigre, J. Gee); Grand 
Isle—92 individuals, 11 species (RJN); Pensacola, 
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Fla. (eastern station)—a few Yellow Warblers, Red. 
starts, Blue Grosbeaks, and Painted Buntings; 
Black-poll Warbler (F. M. Weston). At the time of 
the next “norther’’ (May 3-4), group coverage had 
been discontinued at Cameron, but the resident ob. 
server (R. R. Rudolph at Sabine Refuge) reported 
nothing unusual. At Grande Isle, key transients were 
about as numerous in variety and total abundance as 
before (GHI, RJN). And at Pensacola, a search of 
the coastal woods lasting all forenoon on May 4 
(FMW) showed no trace of incoming migration, 
By May 6, however, after a day’s lapse in field work. 
Olive-backed Thrushes, Scarlet Tanagers, and Rose- 
breasted Grosbeaks had become common there, and 
one Magnolia Warbler was seen. These comparisons 
seem to indicate a further shift of Gulf migration 
eastward from more customary, or at least more fre- 
quently recorded, areas of maximum landfall—a tend- 
ency noticeable last spring, when the great migration 
belt of coastal Texas saw only one semblance of a 
wave, but Cameron was periodically inundated with 
birds. That the higher counts this April at Grand 
Isle as compared with Cameron represent a real su- 
periority in transients, not just in the opportunity to 
see them, seems assured. Both situations were similar 
with respect to terrain and to weather (adverse winds: 
a preceding 0.57 inch of rain at Grand Isle, a pre- 
ceding 0.52 inch at Cameron) ; and Cameren had the 
more complete coverage. 

Composition of Coastal Waves.—Prominent among 
the key transients this spring were several species not 
yet recorded in any numbers in the Mexican states of 
Tamaulipas or Veracruz, through which overland 
migration northward along the coast from the deep 
tropics must pass: Golden-winged Warbler (12 at 
Grand Isle, April 18); Blue-winged Warbler (4 at 
Grand Isle, April 18; 4 at Cameron, April 24); 
Cerulean Warbler (9 at Grand Isle, April 18); Black- 
pol! Warbler (10 at Cameron, April 22); Scarlet 
Tanager (25 at Grand Isle, May 3; 11 at Cameron, 
April 24). This “non-western” complexion of the 
flights, in terms of probable immediate origin, was 
accentuated on May 3 by the presence at Grand Isle 
of hundreds of Red-eyed Vireos and a Gray King- 
bird. The latter was studied at close range with 
binoculars (GHL) and independently identified with- 
out binoculars (RJN). This is the first time that this 
Floridian species has ever actually been seen in Louisi- 
ana, although an individual was noted over the Gulf 
on May 11, 1948, heading toward the mouth of the 
Mississippi River, 32 miles away. The direction of the 
wind prior to most of these observations of key 
transients (west and north, rather than east) favored 
as never before the idea of direct trans-Gulf migra- 
tion over the competing idea of lateral drift from 
land masses to the east or west. Transient individuals 
of species not wholly transient were again much in 
evidence even during periods of fair weather. Strik- 
ing in this regard were hundreds of Orchard Orioles 
and good numbers of Ruby-throated Hummingbirds 
and Painted Buntings at Grand Isle, April 24-26 
(RJN). Why ordinary migrants should be so often 
in evidence under conditions when key species, if 
present, remain invisible is one of the enigmas of 
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Gulf migration. Perhaps birds close to the end of 
their journey tend to become more leisurely in their 
movements, accumulating in sufficient density to be 
easily noticed. 

Fair Weather Transients at the Coast—After fail- 
ing to produce a good count of transients in the ideal 
precipitation weather of April 17-18, Cameron further 
cast doubt on the inflexibility of long-accepted beliefs 
by registering its best results of the season on April 
24 in the midst of fine weather. The variety of key 
transients was the greatest anywhere this spring (14 
species), but densities were modest (only 31 indi- 
viduals). The presence of large numbers of observers, 
in connection with the semi-annual meeting of the 
Louisiana Ornithological Society, only partly accounts 
for this surprising list. Three days of field work at 
Grand Isle at about the same time (April 24-26; 
RJN) uncovered only half a dozen key transients, 
all in the afternoon. Throughout the latter half of 
April, Albert Wolfson was conducting a study of the 
physical condition of incoming migrants at Cameron. 
In spite of the fair weather, this work turned up at 
least a few key transients every day. Again best re- 
sults were obtained in the afternoon. Apparently we 
are accumulating evidence either that the trans-Gulf 
migration timetable puts maximum numbers of birds 
over the northern shore in the afternoon or that the 
diurnal rhythm of activity is such that migrants begin 
to seek rest at this time. 

The Land Bird Migration as a Whole—H. R. 
Bullis, aboard the Oregon, saw no mass migrations 
out on the Gulf in April, though a few warblers and 
swallows did alight on the ship off and on during 
the cruise. Weston called this migration the worst in 
his 38 years’ experience, making clear that he was re- 
ferring to the visible manifestations of migration, not 
to the flights presumed to be passing unseen. But 
sometimes one could not help wondering why, if birds 
were really overhead in the usual numbers, the typical 
precipitation weather of mid-April and early May 
produced such mediocre results. The highest count of 
key transients this spring (92 individuals of 11 
species) did not even approach last year’s totals at 
Cameron (499 individuals of 25 species on April 
19; 423 individuals of 28 species on April 25). The 
counts of birds crossing before the moon received 
from stations in the Region seemed subnormal, and 
no migrants at all were recorded by the watch at 
Grand Isle on the night of April 17, in the midst of 
the best diurnal wave of the season. Some observers 
began to fear that songbird populations had really 
suffered a drastic reduction. But, if this indeed was 
the case, it was not clearly reflected in reports from 
the northern half of the Region. Warbler waves 
reached Camp Chaffee in northwestern Arkansas on 
April 8, 10, 14, 22 and May 9 (E. Wilhelm) ; wave 
#2 was notable for a count of 65 Nashville Warblers, 
but wave #5 was a big one, containing hundreds of 
transients. Farther south in that State, at El Dorado, 
A. J. Hoiberg met with 3 species never before re- 
corded there in spring: a Philadelphia Vireo on May 
15 and 6 on May 16; a Connecticut Warbler (eye- 
ring seen at 10 feet) on May 9; a Mourning Warbler 
(also observed at 10 feet) on May 8. The Philadel- 


phia Vireo was also unusually plentiful near Rose- 
dale, Miss., where M. G. Vaiden collected 3 on May 
2 and 9 and saw several others. The unusual number 
of late cold fronts in the Birmingham area brought a 
better-than-average number of rare occurrences, in- 
cluding records of 3 warblers seen there only once 
before in spring: a Black-throated Blue Warbler, 
April 25 (R. Schumacher; B. Daniel); a 4 Mourn- 
ing Warbler, May 22 (T. A. Imhof); 3 Canada 
Warblers on May 15 and one on May 22 (TAI). 
Even well below the mid-latitude of the Region, in 
the area around Shreveport, La., so competently cov- 
ered by H. H. Jeter, the list of May rarities was a 
memorable one: single Traill’s Flycatchers in song 
at 2 localities, May 22, a new late occurrence date 
by 20 days for a species seldom recorded at all in 
Louisiana in spring; an Olive-sided Flycatcher at 
Bodcau Dam, May 23, only the second state record 
for spring; single Philadelphia Vireos at 3 localities, 
May 8, 9, and 16—on the last occasion 3 days later 
than ever before in the State. But all over the Region, 
the observers reporting seemed pretty much in accord 
on one thing—the pronounced element of lateness in 
the migration. Imhof remarked that birds due to ar- 
rive or depart after May 4 at Birmingham were be- 
hind schedule, though those due to arrive or depart 
by April 17 were early. Weston reported that many 
expected migrants were entirely absent at Pensacola 
and that many others, usually common, appeared late 
and in small numbers. Further specific evidence of the 
trend to lateness will be found in the systematic ac- 
counts that follow. 

Water Birds —Even water birds, which seem not to 
be governed in migration by quite the same principles 
as songbirds, were retarded in their movements. Wes- 
ton, whose long experience at Pensacola has _pro- 
vided him with a background of reliable average dates, 
commented on the late departure of 10 species. Most 
notable late records were: a Red-throated Loon in 
winter plumage at Ft. Morgan, Ala., May 1 (TAI; 
O. L. Austin, Jr.)—very late for this latitude and 
only the second ever seen in the State; 44 Blue Geese 
over Memphis Penal Farm, April 10 (B. B. Coffey) 
and 12 at Lakeview, Miss., April 11 (R. Taylor)— 
late for these localities although 21 immatures were 
still lingering on the wintering grounds at Sabine 
Refuge on May 20 (RRR); a 6 Am. Widgeon and 
a 6 Redhead at Pensacola, May 4-23 (FMW )—first 
May records for the locality; 8 Canvas-backs at Sabine 
Refuge, April 21 (RRR); a 9 Ruddy Duck 8 miles 
north of Shreveport, May 9-30, on a pond where it 
was not present on May 2 or earlier (HHJ)—a new 
Louisiana “latest ever’ by 18 days; a Wilson's Snipe 
at Elberta, Ala., May 1 (FMW )—the latest in Wes- 
ton’s experience; a flock of 35 Red Phalaropes at 
sea off Pensacola, April 11 (C. C. Gunter)—21 days 
later than ever before. In contrast, the only record- 
breaking arrival reported was that of a Hudsonian 
Curlew at Pensacola, April 11, the earliest ever for 
northwest Florida by 6 days. The Black-bellied 
Plover, always noteworthy inland but particularly so 
in spring, was recorded at Mud Lake, on the Miss.— 
Tenn. line, April 24 (BBC; G. Peyton, Jr.). The 
flight of Greater Yellow-legs was even better than 
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last year at Rosedale, Miss., 5 to 25 being seen from 
March 18 to April 9 (MGV), and there was a great 
concentration of Lesser Yellow-legs at Mud Lake, 
where 240 were counted on April 17 (BBC and 
others). Three Red Knots, 2 White-rumped Sand- 
pipers, and 3 Dowitchers were observed on May 1 
on the Alabama coast, where all these shorebirds are 
presumably scarce transients (TAI, FMW); and 3 
White-rumps were identified on May 10 at Little 
Chenier, La. (JG). A flock of 48 Stilt Sandpipers in 
a pond near Cameron, April 25, and a flock of 120 
Buff-breasted Sandpipers in one field near Duson, 
La., April 5 and 12 (JG) were fine aggregations of 
species once considered uncommon in the Region. A 
very emaciated imm. Black-legged Kittiwake shot 
along the jetties of the Calcasieu River, April 18, was 
the second collected at Cameron this year and the 
second record for the Gulf since Audubon. But the 
ultimate in the unexpected, in this or any year, was 
a little bird that swam up to a skiff in Lake Pont- 
chartrain, near New Orleans, on May 6, and allowed 
itself to be captured (C. Morell). It proved to be an 
Ancient Murrelet! Except for a Dovekie or two, this 
is the only alcid ever found in the Gulf and its as- 
sociated waters and the only Pacific alcid ever known 
to have reached the eastern shores of the continent. 

Doves through Hummingbirds —The presence of 
White-winged Doves in Cameron Parish for the 
second successive spring (3 individuals, 2 of them 
together, at Pebotoe’s Beach on various dates in late 
April) led to search for a nest (GHL and S. M. Rus- 
sell), but none was found. Yellow-billed Cuckoos de- 
scended on Grand Isle in fantastic numbers during 
the influx of migrants on May 3-4 (GHL; RJN). As 
one approached, they poured out of the crown of 
every oak in 3's and 4's, 5’s and 6's. A Long-eared 
Owl was repeatedly flushed in Overton Park, Mem- 
phis, April 3, for the third record ever in west Ten- 
nessee (H. Landis, Jr.). The 2 imm. Rufous Hum- 
mingbirds that wintered in the yard of the Tennant 
residence at Baton Rouge remained respectively until 
March 28 and April 7, setting new departure records 
for the State. 

Flycatchers through Gnatcatchers.—After several 
years’ lapse, the Gray Kingbird was again observed 
at Ft. Morgan, Ala., May 1-2 (TAI). Although the 
first record of the Crested Flycatcher at Birmingham 
this spring was not the earliest ever, the bulk arrival 
date was; the species became common immediately 
following its appearance cn March 30 (TAI). A full 
set of Crested Flycatcher eggs at Pensacola, May 6, 
was the earliest Weston has ever known. Four Bank 
Swallows at Ft. Morgan, May 1 (TAI), were quite 
unusual for that part of the coast. Barn Swallows were 
very late in arriving at Pensacola (none before April 
11); but birds of the coastal race on Santa Rosa 
Island had completed some nests by May 4, and the 
colony had increased by May 23 to 13 nests, its 
largest number yet (FMW). Racially unidentified 
individuals of this species nested again under the 
bridges at the Sabine Refuge, with nest construction 
first noticed on April 9 (RRR). Later than ever be- 
fore were a Brown Creeper at Pensacola on April 3 
(A. M. McMillan, Jr.) and a Winter Wren at El 
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Dorado, Ark., on April 11 (AJH). Two Bewick’s 
Wrens observed singing and carrying nesting materia] 
at Bains, La. (J. H. Bruns) finally disappeared on 
April 9, exceeding the previous latest departure for 
the State by 11 days. The structure on which they 
had been working eventually contained eggs of the 
Carolina Wren! A pair of Blue-gray Gnatcatchers 
began nest building at Pensacola on April 2, 10 days 
ahead of schedule (FMW). 

Warblers —A report of a Bachman’s Warbler at 
Mandeville, La., on May 16 (Mrs. Hobbs, fide Col. 
Eastman) is deserving of some credence, since the 
bird was said to be singing much like a Parula War. 
bler. The record, if correct, is rather remarkable as 
to date. In the days when Bachman’s Warbler was 
common in that very locality, it was one of our 
earliest migrants, returning sometimes as early as 
February. An unfamiliar bird identified as a Brews- 
ter's Warbler was observed in Cameron Parish, April 
14 (RRR). A Magnolia Warbler was found at St. 
Vincent Is., Fla., on May 22 (H. M. Stevenson), later 
than the species has ever been seen in Louisiana. That 
uncommon event, a Myrtle Warbler observation in 
May, occurred at 2 places: at Century, Fla., May 5 
(Mrs. A. L. Whigham); at Birmingham, May 15 
(Mrs. Snead and Mrs. West). The second Audubon’s 
Warbler of the year in Louisiana, a ¢ in breeding 
plumage, was observed 4 miles east of Cameron, April 
17 (M. Eyster) and collected the next day (T. 
Kemper). Two Blackburnian Warblers on April 1 
(TAI) were the earliest ever at Birmigham; but 
another on May 16 at Bains, La. (JHB) was the 
latest ever within 50 miles of Baton Rouge. The 
second and third May cold snaps precipitated war- 
blers in Cameron Parish but brought no individually 
noteworthy observation until May 21, when the latest 
State record of the Bay-breasted Warbler was ob- 
tained (RRR). A Northern Water-thrush at St. Vin- 
cent Is., Fla., May 22 (HMS) was 6 days later than 
the all-time late departure date for Louisiana. Three 
Hooded Warblers at Grand Isle, May 3 (GHL; RJN) 
indicated continuing migratory activity at a time when 
resident populations inland were already incubating 
eggs. Commenting on his observation of 5  Black- 
capped Warblers at Old River Lake, Miss., May 9, 
Vaiden states that the count is not really unusual, 
though the species is not generally recognized to be 
a regular transient through that area. 

Bobolink through Finches.—The Bobolink is of ir- 
regular occurrence in northwest Florida, but a flock of 
80 was seen at Century, May 13 (Mrs. Whigham). 
Western Bolivar County, Miss., witnessed a return of 
the great Western Meadowlark flights of last year; 
counts of 20 to 45 were obtained up until April 3 
(MGV). The Bullock’s Oriole that spent the winter 
at Hackberry, La., was joined on April 7 by a second 
male (RRR). The two were last seen on April 8, a 
new late Louisiana date for this western species. The 
Indigo Bunting, which is exciting extraordinary cur- 
rent interest because of its phenomenally early arrival 
dates in New England and Newfoundland and what 
they imply, was the most abundant bird in the wave 
of April 18 at Pensacola. A Dickcissel 2 miles north 
of Eufala, Ala., on May 7, suspected of being a breed- 
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ing bird (TAI), furnishes what is probably the 
southeasternmost record for the State. A Pine Siskin 
on May 12 was the latest ever in the Birmingham area 
by 8 days (TAI). The second western addition to the 
Louisiana list this year occurred on April 17, when 
a 9° Black-backed Goldfinch was collected at 
Cameron (JG). A phenomenal flight of more than 
250 Leconte’s Sparrows was witnessed at Camp 
Chaffee, Ark., on April 8 (EW). A Lark Sparrow 
was taken at Lake Beulah, Miss., April 3, for the 
second record in the Rosedale area (MGV). No less 
than 9 Clay-colored Sparrows were reported from 
Camp Chaffee, Ark., where the species is ordinarily 
considered rare, on dates ranging from April 23 to 
May 8 (EW). Three Harris’s Sparrows about 8 miles 
north of Shreveport, April 18 (HHJ) exceeded the 
previous latest departure date for the State by nearly 
a month. RoBERT J. NEWMAN, Maseum of Zoology, 
Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, La. 


NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION.—Un- 
usually mild weather in February and March resulted 
in an early start of migration, particularly of water- 
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fowl. Unseasonably cold weather, however, prevailed 
over most of the Region during April and May, chang- 
ing the migration picture considerably. Frequent 
strong northwest winds either stopped migrants or 
forced them southward again in some areas. Precipi- 
tation was generally below normal throughout the 
Region, with the exception of Montana. Rather severe 
snowstorms occurred on May 1 and 2 in North and 
South Dakota. In the Edmonton, Alta., area sloughs 
that had thawed in March froze over again and re- 
mained frozen until May 10. 

Grebes, Pelicans, Herons —Bowdoin Refuge, Malta, 
Mont., recorded its first Red-necked Grebe this spring 
(Leon Snyder). Red-necked Grebes were uncommon 
in most areas but Horned, Eared and Pied-billed 
Grebes were present in near normal numbers. There 
was an increase in Western Grebes on Medicine Lake 
Refuge, Medicine Lake, Mont. (Elmo G. Adams). 
Nesting populations of White Pelicans returned to 
Lacreek Refuge, Martin, S$. Dak., on April 6 (Ken- 
neth Krumm) and to Bowdoin Refuge on April 5 
(LS). A large movement of White Pelicans occurred 
near Beaver Lake in Logan Co., N. Dak., on April 
30, with flocks of up to 700 birds (Ed Hibbard). 
One Snowy Egret was seen on Lower Souris Refuge, 


Upham, N. Dak., on May 23 (Donald V. Gray, 
Joseph A. Hagar). An Am. Egret was recorded at 
Sioux Falls, S. Dak., on May 2 (J. S. Findley); and 
one at Long Lake Refuge, Mofht, N. Dak., on May 
13 and 14 (Homer Bradley); 14 were observed near 
Madison, Minn., on May 27 (Mrs. C. E. Peterson). 

Swans and Geese.—Whistling Swans appeared on 
Lower Souris Refuge on April 10 and their peak 
population of 2100 was the highest ever recorded 
there (DVG). Trumpeter Swans appeared near 
Grande Prairie, Alta., on April 25 when 3 flocks 
totaling 12 birds were seen (Frederick M. Helleiner). 
The (Common) Canada Goose arrival at Sand Lake 
Refuge, Columbia, S$. Dak., was the earliest on record 
when 165 appeared on Feb. 9 (Dale Sutherland). 
Sand Lake Refuge, Coiumbia, $. Dak., and Lacreek 
Refuge, Martin, S. Dak., each had the largest con- 
centrations of (Common) Canada Geese ever recorded 
in those areas (DES, KK). (Richardson's) Canada 
Geese arrived at Sand Lake on March 22 and peaked 
at 15,000 on March 23; a frigid air mass arrived on 
March 26 and caused a reverse migration. White- 
fronted Geese passed through central North Dakota 
in the largest numbers in many years. While the peak 
populations for Snow and Blue Geese were below last 
year at Sand Lake Refuge (26,000 and 43,400 re- 
spectively), many passed through without stopping. 
Lower Souris Refuge, Upham, N. Dak., had the 
largest spring concentration of Snows and Blues ever 
recorded there, with a peak of 150,000. Large num- 
bers of Snows and Blues were also recorded in the 
Sioux Falls, S$. Dak., area (JSF), and near Regina, 
Sask. (Doug Gilroy). 

Ducks.—Most areas reported only normal numbers 
of ducks, although Sand Lake Refuge’s peak popula- 
tion was doubled compared with 1953, possibly due 
to lack of water in surrounding areas. A male Harle- 
quin Duck was seen on Upper Souris Refuge, Fox- 
holm, N. Dak., on June 2 (Frank Martin, Huenecke, 
Gammell, Dybsetter). 

Hawks.—Sparrow Hawks were seen in unusually 
large numbers. Of interest were several Broad-winged 
Hawk observations in central North Dakota. Osprey 
observations were also reported from several areas in 
North Dakota and from Canyon Lake near Rapid 
City, S. Dak. (N. R. Whitney, Jr.). 

Cranes.—The highlight of the spring migration in 
the Kenmare area was the occurrence of 3 Whooping 
Cranes on a farm 8 miles south of Kenmare, N. Dak., 
on April 14. The birds remained in the area until 
April 19 spending most of the daylight hours feed- 
ing in barley and wheat stubble fields and the nights 
in a small pothole (Huenecke, Gammell, Bird, Ham- 
mond, Martin, Dybsetter). At the same time another 
group of 3 was present in the Sherwood, N. Dak., 
area from April 12 to 20 (R. Gammell, A. Gammell, 
D. Hanson). Unusually large numbers of Sandhill 
Cranes moved through central North Dakota in mid- 
April. During the period April 14-19 many large 
flocks remained in fields in the Des Lacs Refuge area. 
Strong northwest winds which prevailed during that 
period probably accounted for their stopping over so 
long. 

Shorebirds —Fewer Am. Golden Plovers were re- 
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corded than in 1953. Ruddy Turnstones were seen in 
many areas. Seven Hudsonian Curlews were noted 
near Edmonton, Alta., on May 9 (Robert Lister). 
Stilt Sandpipers were common in most areas. Twenty- 
eight Buff-breasted Sandpipers were seen in the Sand 
Lake Refuge area, Columbia, $. Dak., on May 20 
(JAH). Phalaropes were abundant in most places 
with Northerns most numerous. An estimated 30,000 
Northerns passed through the Medicine Lake Refuge 
area, Medicine Lake, Mont., on May 16 (Elmo G. 
Adams); 400 were seen on Lostwood Refuge, Lost- 
wood, N. Dak., on May 22 (K. Dybsetter). 

Doves through W ood peckers—Mourning Doves ar- 
rived in North Dakota during the first week in April. 
Snowy Owls were observed at various points in 
Saskatchewan, Alberta and North Dakota throughout 
April. Poor-wills were recorded near Rapid City, 
S. Dak., on May 17 (NRW). Common Nighthawks 
arrived in most areas toward the end of May. Chimney 
Swifts were first seen in Bismarck, N. Dak., on May 
12 (Robert Randall) and in Fargo, N. Dak., on May 
13 (Lois Almon). White-throated Swifts were noted 
in the Rapid City area on May 17 (NRW). A move- 
ment of Red-headed Woodpeckers was observed on 
Lacreek Refuge, Martin, S. Dak., on May 22 (KK). 
Yellow-shafted Flickers were first noted moving 
through western Minnesota and North Dakota the 
second week in April. 

Flycatchers, Swallows.—Say’s Phoebes were the first 
flycatcher arrivals and were recorded from mid-April 
to early May. Eastern and Western Kingbirds arrived 
in most areas between May 15 and 23. Violet-green 
Swallows were first seen on their nesting areas near 
Rapid City, S. Dak., on May 13. There were several 
late April dates for Purple Martins in the Region but 
the earliest arrivals reported were from Madison, 
Minn., on April 6. There were also several late April 
dates for Tree Swallows. 

Cathirds, Thrushes——Catbirds appeared over most 
of the Region between May 15 and 20. An unusually 
heavy migration occurred in Bismarck, N. Dak., on 
May 22 and 23 (RR). Hermit Thrushes arrived in 
North Dakota, Montana and Saskatchewan in late 
April. They were unusually common in Grand Forks, 
N. Dak., from April 30 to May 7 (Lawrence Sum- 
mers). A movement of Gray-cheeked Thrushes was 
noted in Sioux Falls, S$. Dak., on May 7 (JSF). 
Olive-backed Thrushes were first seen in eastern and 
western North Dakota in late April and were still 
present in many areas on June 4. There were a few 
records of migrating Mountain Bluebirds in western 
North Dakota and western South Dakota, April 5-6. 

Vireos and Warblers—A widespread movement of 
Warbling Vireos occurred from May 18 to 22. The 
warbler migration was interesting, especially in North 
Dakota, where many species were reported. The first 
wave of Myrtles, the commonest migrants, occurred in 
late April over most of the Region. Many areas noted 
another wave from May 10 to 12. Audubon’s War- 
blers arrived in the Rapid City area on April 25. 
First arrivals of Yellow Warblers were noted between 
May 11 and 19 in western Minnesota, North and 
South Dakota, Montana and Saskatchewan. There ap- 
peared to be a state-wide migration of Magnolia 
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Warblers in North Dakota from May 20 to 22. They 
were also recorded in Madison, Minn. (CEP), and in 
Regina (DG) and Sheho, Sask. (William Niven), 
Several reporters in North Dakota, South Dakota and 
Saskatchewan noted their first Am. Redstarts on May 
22. Common Yellowthroats appeared in most places 
between May 20 and 22. The Connecticut, Black. 
capped, Blackburnian, Bay-breasted, Chestnut-sided 
and Mourning Warblers were seen in Fargo, Grand 
Forks and Kenmare, N. Dak. The last 2 species were 
also seen in Madison, Minn. The Nashville was re. 
corded in Fargo, Bismarck and Madison. Fargo re. 
corded the Black-throated Green and Parula; Grand 
Forks, the Cape May and Canada. Tennessees were 
seen from May 19 to 21 and some areas reported a 
wave on June 2. 

Tanagers, Grosbeaks, Sparrows.—Western Tanagers 
were first seen on Spring Creek near Rapid City, 
S. Dak., on May 27 (Harry Behrens) and in Spearfish, 
S. Dak., on May 30 (N. R. Whitney, Jr.). A Scarlet 
Tanager was seen in Bismarck, N. Dak., on April 
20 (CVM); one near Painted Woods Creek, Burleigh 
Co., N. Dak., on May 29 (RNR); and one in Fargo, 
N. Dak., on May 22 (J. F. Cassel). Rose-breasted and 
Black-headed Grosbeaks arrived in Bismarck, N. Dak., 
on May 15. The Blue Grosbeak observed on 
Bowdoin Refuge, Malta, Mont., May 25, was a new 
record for the Refuge. Evening Grosbeaks, which had 
arrived in Grand Forks, N. Dak., on Feb. 22, ap. 
peared to be breaking up in pairs during April. They 
were last seen on May 19. Bismarck reported its last 
observation as May 9 and Rapid City, S. Dak., as 
May 28. The junco migration was poor. The greatest 
disappointment of the season was the unusually poor 
migration of Harris's Sparrows in most areas. Grand 
Forks had a good movement on May 13 (LS) and a 
heavy migration was noted on a farm east of Minot, 
N. Dak., on May 12 (Stanley Saugstad). A good 
movement of White-crowned Sparrows was noted in 
the western part of the Region in late April—ANN 
M. GAMMELL AND ROBERT T. GAMMELL, Kenmare, 
N. Dak.; Howarp S. HUENECKE, Des Lacs National 
Wildlife Refuge, Kenmare, N. Dak. 


SOUTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION.—Heavy 
rains in late April and May brought some relief from 
the prolonged drought. For example, at Midland, 
Tex., five inches of 
rain fell during this pe- 
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hot and dry with severe dust storms that were re- 
ported to have caused some loss of birdlife on the 
Plains east of Colorado Springs (Mrs. H. J. Wagner). 

Spring migration was somewhat early but generally 
orderly and uneventful. The warbler migration was 
jate as indicated by pronounced waves at Tulsa as 
late as May 21 (Tulsa Aud. Soc.), the third week in 
May at Denton, Tex. (K. and R. Rylander) and May 
13 at Fort Worth (W. M. Pulich). 

Herons and Ibises—Herons arrived several weeks 
earlier than usual at Denton (KR, RR). The Least 
Bittern was reported for the first time in Wagoner 
Co., Okla., on May 20 (Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Norman). 
The Least Bittern seen at Tulsa on May 12-14 is 
rarely observed in that locality (J. G. Newell, Mrs. B. 
Reynolds and J. Strumiska). The Glossy Ibis was 
noted at Midland on May 23 (J. Galley) and the 
White-faced Ibis was found in the same locality on 
April 29-30 (JG, Mr. and Mrs. HW). The latter 
species was also seen at the Salt Plains Refuge on 
May 22-23 (TAS) and at Buffalo Lake near Amarillo 
on May 1 (Texas Panhandle Aud. Soc.). Both species 
are rarely seen on the Plains. 

Waterfowl, Vultures and Hawks.—The waterfowl 
migration was uneventful. A Wood Duck at Denton 
on May 15 was an unusually late date (KR and RR). 
No large concentrations of hawks were reported. A 
Turkey Vulture seen at Bladen, Nebr., on Feb. 25 
was several weeks earlier than any previous date (H. 
Turner). A Peregrine Falcon seen at Dallas on May 
27 constituted one of the few records for that lo- 
cality (Mrs. E. Winford). 

Rails through Gulls.—The Virginia Rail was ob- 
served in Wagoner Co., Okla., on May 20 (JLN). 
There are very few records for this species in Okla- 
homa. The Purple Gallinule was seen and photo- 
gtaphed in color at Spavinaw Lake on April 25 (JLN, 
F. and M. Bebb, et al.). This is the third known 
record of this species in Oklahoma. The Snowy 
Plover was seen for the first time at Fort Worth on 
April 14 (Mrs. R. Bowman, Mrs. M. Parker). Four 
Mountain Plovers in the same area on April 11 
also represented a new locality record (RB, W. 
Wood). The Black-bellied Plover seen at Ponca 
City, Okla., on May 20 was a new locality record 
(S. Bucker). The Am. Woodcock was seen at Tulsa 
on May 8 (Mr. and Mrs. H. Spore); this species is 
seldom reported. The Willet was observed at Com- 
merce, Tex., on May 2 (Mrs. N. S. O'Neil) and near 
Vian, Okla., on May 15 (Oklahoma Orn. Soc.). This 
was the second spring record at Commerce and a new 
locality record in Oklahoma. The Red-backed Sand- 
piper was seen for the first time at the Salt Plains 
Refuge on May 17-19 (P. A. DuMont, J. B. Van den 
Akker) and again on May 21 (Mr. and Mrs. O. W. 
Letson). This species was recorded at Fort Worth on 
May 16 (RB). The Stilt Sandpiper was seen on April 
7 and on May 8 and 13 at Dallas where it is very 
rare (EW). The Hudsonian Godwit was noted for 
the first time at Midland on May 28 (HW) and 
again on May 29 (JG). This godwit was also re- 
ported for the first time at Ponca City when seven 
were seen on May 19-22 (SB, et al.). An Am. Avocet 
was collected at Denton on April 30, a very unusual 


spring date (D. Stevens). The Bonaparte’s Gull was 
observed at Tulsa on April 16 (JGN, BR); this 
species is found only casually in Oklahoma. 

Ouls through Magpies —The Long-eared Owl was 
reported for the first time near Locust Grove, Okla., 
on April 27 (Miss L. Davis). A Poor-will heard near 
Pawhuska, Okla., on April 17 was a new locality 
record (F. M. Baumgartner, J. J. Matthews). A 
Whip-poor-will at Dallas on May 5 was west of its 
regular range (EW). A Pileated Woodpecker seen 
near El Reno, Okla., on May 1 is a new locality 
record (G. B. Wint). The Olive-sided Flycatcher was 
seen at Dallas from April 29 to May 15 (EW). This 
species is a rare migrant in that locality. Say’s Phoebe 
was recorded for the first time at Fort Worth when 
one was seen on April 4 (WW). The Am. Magpie 
was seen at Forth Worth on May 8, east of its nor- 
mal range (RB, MP). 

Wrens through Thrushes.—The Short-billed Marsh 
Wren was observed for the third time in fifteen years 
at Stillwater on May 10 (FMB). A Catbird seen near 
Wakita, Okla., on May 3 constituted a new locality 
record (Mrs. G. Stuart). Between March 27 and 
April 7 a wave of Sage Thrashers was observed at 
Midland, the largest group numbering 20 birds (JG, 
HW, et al.). The Wood Thrush was noted at Ponca 
City on May 19. This species is seldom reported in 
north-central Oklahoma (SB, F. Pieratt). The Moun- 
tain Bluebird was seen for the first time in the vi- 
cinity of Bladen, Nebr., on April 4 (HT). 

Gnatcatchers, Kinglets, Vireos—The Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher was reported for the first time near Ros- 
well, N. Mex., on April 15 (V. Montgomery, J. H. 
Sikes). This is apparently the first record in the east- 
ern half of the State. The Ruby-crowned Kinglet was 
seen on May 15 at Fort Worth, a very late date 
(WMP). The Solitary Vireo was seen at Lake Tex- 
homa near Kingston, Okla., on May 1 (G. M. Sut- 
ton). This locality is west of the normal range of 
this species in Oklahoma. The White-eyed Vireo was 
seen at Denton on March 27, a very early date (KR, 
RR). The Philadelphia Vireo was seen and heard 
for the first time near Vian, Okla., on May 15 
(FMB, Mrs. R. L. Ginter). 

Warblers —A very heavy wave of warblers at Fort 
Worth on May 13 yielded fifteen species including 
such rare forms as the Worm-eating (WMP), Black- 
throated Green (WW), Chestnut-sided (WMP), 
Bay-breasted (WMP) and Canada (WMP). Other 
distribution records of unusual interest included first 
record of Brewster’s Warbler for Oklahoma when 
one was observed under ideal conditions at the Mc- 
Curtain County Game Refuge on April 30 (Mrs. T. 
Jessie). The Black-throated Blue Warbler seen at 
Roswell on May 7 was the first record of this species 
in eastern New Mexico (VM). The Black-throated 
Gray Warbler seen at Roswell on March 27 con- 
stituted the first record in southeastern New Mexico 
in many years (VM). The Cerulean Warbler was 
seen for the first time at Tulsa on April 16 (JGN, 
BR) and again on May 9 and 14 (HS). A small 
flight of Northern Water-thrushes occurred at Still- 
water between May 7-11 when single birds were seen 
and heard singing in at least four localities (FMB). 
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During this period more Northern Water-thrushes 
were recorded than the total observed during the last 
fifteen years. The Connecticut Warbler, which is very 
rare in Oklahoma, was seen at Tulsa on May 21 (Mrs. 
OWL, BR). 

Bischbied:, Orioles, Tanagers.—The Bobolink 
seemed to be more common than usual with records 
near Claremore, Okla., on May 9 (JLN), near Tulsa 
on May 4-10 (TAS), at Stillwater on May 23 (J. R. 
Preston) and at Fort Worth on May 9 (WMP). 
Bullock’s Oriole apparently wandered east of its nor- 
mal range with records at the Salt Plains Refuge on 
May 22 (FMB, MHB), at Dallas, May 8-14 (D. Eng- 
land, EW) and at Fort Worth, May 15-19 (Mrs. 
W. A. Smith). The Western Tanager was noted for 
the first time at Midland on May 18-19 (Mrs. HW). 
At the Bitter Lakes Wildlife Refuge near Roswell a 
male Scarlet Tanager in full plumage except for 
yellow splotches below was observed, May 6-10, by 
R. L. Hunter, Refuge Manager. This identification 
was confirmed on May 8 (VM, JHS and S. Tanner). 


This is the first known record of the Scarlet Tanager 
occurring in New Mexico. 
Grosbeaks through Sparrows.—Apparently numbers 


of Rose-breasted Grosbeaks migrated across the 
central and western portions of the Plains. This 
species was observed at Stillwater on May 12 (FMB), 
a female and a male at the Bitter Lakes Refuze, May 
6-10, represented the first record in eastern New 
Mexico (RLH, VM, ef al.), a male was seen at Mid- 
land on May 12 (Mrs. HW), and the species was 
observed at Colorado Springs during the last week in 
April (Mrs. B. E. Sutton). The Black-headed Gros- 
beak was reported for the first time at Midland 
May 12 (Mrs. HW). The Lazuli Bunting was 
added to the list of species known at Bladen, Nebr., 
when a male was seen on May 26 (HT). This species 
was seen for the first time at the Salt Plains Refuge 
on May 22-23 (OWL, JBV, ef al.). The Lazuli 
Bunting at Roswell on May 3 was another unusual 
distribution record (VM). Red Crossbills, which wan- 
dered into the Region in some numbers last fall and 
winter, apparently left early. The only birds reported 
were a female seen in Tulsa on April 7 (BR) and a 
female found dead in Fort Worth on May 17 
(WMP). Slate-colored Juncos remained at Dallas un- 
til at least April 15 (E. Harris) and Harris's Spar- 
rows were noted on April 16 (E. Whitehouse). Both 
of these dates of departure are very late. Cassin’s 
Sparrow was recorded for the first time since 1939 
at Dallas when a male was seen and heard singing on 
May 20 (EW).—F. M. BAUMGARTNER, Oklahoma 
A. and M. College, Stillwater, Okla. 


GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUN- 
TAIN REGION.—The past few years have seen a 
steady rise in the bird clubs in this Region although 
all are totally independent of one another. This 
spring saw the organization of a new one, the Wyo- 
ming Audubon Society in Casper. Now every state 
in this Region, except Nevada, has at least one bird 
club. 


The drought and warmth continued in this Region. 
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The migration was early until May when snow, rain, 
and cold started retarding the later migration so that 
in the northern part it was not complete by May 31, 

Ibises and Cranes.—The White-faced Ibis made an 
unusual incursion into this area. Starting in the Great 
Salt Lake region, where it is a regular visitant, a high 
of 200 were seen at Bear River Marshes. Seventy-five 
were seen near Vernal in eastern Utah, April 9, by 
Thorne—the highest number ever seen in that area, 
Reames found one near Durango on May 9; Warkley 
had one at Ocean Lake in central Wyoming on May 
21; and Gage had one at Casper, May 31. These last 
two observations are most unusual. Thompson re- 
ported 4 Sandhill Cranes in Northeastern Utah, April 
10. 

Waterfouwl—The waterfowl migration was 2 to 3 
weeks early. As usual the greatest concentrations were 
reported by Vanez Wilson from Bear River Refuge. 
The peak number was of Pintail, 72,000 on March 
18; next, Green-winged Teal 30,800 on April 9; and 
Mallard and Scaup 10,000 each, March 18 and April 
9; other waterfowl were in lesser numbers. The peak 
of swans was 2100 on March 18. The spring move- 
ment was spread over a longer period this year, but 
the total number of waterfowl moving through was 
about the same as in the past few years. The amateur 
ornithologist who goes West without seeing Bear 
River Marshes is like the fellow who goes to New 
York during migration without going to Central Park. 
Thompson reported 2 Blue Geese on Farmington Bay, 
farther down Great Salt Lake, on March 15. On April 
20 he had 2 Hooded Mergansers near Provo in central 
Utah. These were the only unusual records of water- 
fowl. 


Hawks.—Floyd Thompson, the U.S. game manage- 
ment agent in Salt Lake City, reported an increasing 
number of Bald Eagles in Utah during the past 7 
years. The first encouraging report of a hawk we have 
had, always in the past only decreases have been re- 
ported. John Brandt found a nest of the Bald Eagle 
along the cliffs of the Rio Grande in southern Colo 
rado in April. 


Shorebirds.—The shorebird migration was much as 
usual. Fewer Mountain Plover than previously were 
found on their breeding ground, May 11, on Route 
20 in the Big Horn Basin (OKS). The high report 
of Am. Avocets was 3500 at Farmington Bay on April 
4 (Thompson). Eight Black-necked Stilts got as far 
north as Nampa, Idaho, April (Shaw). The high 
for Long-billed Curlew was 150 at the Bear River 
Marshes on April 21; and 150 Baird’s Sandpipers on 
April 7 in the same area. The Red Knot, a most un- 
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ysual shorebird in this Region, showed up with 2 seen 
at Farmington Bay by Lockerbie, May 8, and one at 
Casper, Wyo., on May 30 (OKS). Wilson's Phalarope 
continues the most common breeding shorebird. The 
Northern Phalarope is a regular migrant in Wyoming 
with a high of 100 seen at Ocean Lake (Wyoming 
Audubon Society). 

Owls.—Brandt found 9 nests of the Horned Owl 
along the riverbottoms in San Luis valley near Ala- 
mosa in southern Colorado. This points up the fact 
that something like this can be done almost anywhere 
in the cottonwood riverbottoms of this Region, where 
the Horned Ow! is actually a very common bird. 

Gouatsuckers, Woodpeckers.—Poor-wills were re- 
ported by Don Thatcher in Genesee Mt. Park west of 
Denver on May 31, and by Don Watson at Mesa 
Verde National Park on May 7. Mrs. Shaw reported 
a Pileated Woodpecker from Warm Lake north of 
Nampa, Idaho, on May 23. 

Perching Birds —Lockerbie had a Bewick’s Wren 
on May 31. Am. Robins were reported in flocks by 
the 1000 in Utah in April—a very large migration 
(Lockerbie). The Bohemian Waxwing left most of 
the Region by early April. 

The warbler migration was as undistinguished as 
usual although Watson had more Virginia’s War- 
blers than ever before at Mesa Verde National Park. 
He reported far more species of warbler (11) than 
from any other part of this whole Region. In general, 
if Bear River is the place to see water birds, then 
Mesa Verde with Don Watson, the Park Archeologist, 
is the best place to see land birds. Oppie Reames had 
a Myrtle Warbler at Durango for her first in the 
Region. However, Watson reported the bird regularly 
from Mesa Verde. Lockerbie had an Am. Redstart 
at Salt Lake, the first observation there in 14 years. 
Moving east to central Wyoming, the Am. Redstart is 
almost a regular migrant but the adult male black 
plumage has not been seen (OKS).—Dnr. OLIver K. 
Scott, 437 East 13th St., Casper, Wyo. 


SOUTHWEST REGION.—Despite March and April 
rains of above-normal magnitude, the general Region- 
wide drought persisted. Stream flows continued to 
be extremely low. 
There was little 
growth of grass or 
annual forbs, and 
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Loons and Herons. 
—As many as 24 Common Loons were observed on 
Havasu Lake, Havasu Lake Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, 
Ariz.-Calif., April 10, and an Arctic Loon was seen 
there until April 17 (Gale Monson). A Snowy Egret 
was noted along the Rio Grande at Albuquerque, 
N. Mex., April 15 (F. J. Freeman). About 450 were 
present on the Bosque del Apache Nat'l Wildlife 


Refuge, near San Antonio, N. Mex., May 21, with an 
estimated 225 nests (Raymond Fleetwood). Also re- 
ported from the Bosque Refuge were a Louisiana 
Heron, April 24 (Thomas L. Davis) and May 11 
(RF), and a Little Blue Heron, April 9 (RF). An 
Am. Bittern flushed in the Bill Williams Delta, 
Ariz., on the Havasu Lake Refuge, May 25, was very 
late (GM). 

W aterfow]—Fourteen Snow Geese were still lin- 
gering on the Bosque Refuge, May 16 (TLD). Five 
Blue-winged Teal were seen in the Bill Williams 
Delta, April 16 (GM). A female Canvas-back on 
lower Havasu Lake, May 15, and 2 Am. Golden-eyes 
on the Colorado River at Parker, Ariz., May 9, were 
unusually late (GM). 

Hawks and Rails —Turkey Vultures became com- 
mon in the San Ildefonso, N. Mex., area after mid- 
April (Patricia R. Snider). A Marsh Hawk flew over 
the northeastern part of Albuquerque, May 22 (FJF). 
Peregrine Falcons were completely absent from the 
Havasu Lake Refuge for the first time since at least 
1945 (GM). Two Clapper Rails were discovered in 
the Bill Williams Delta, May 12, a northward ex- 
tension of range in the Colorado Valley; their pres- 
ence can be attributed to the recent exclusion of live- 
stock from the area (GM). A very late Sora was 
noted in the Delta, May 25 (GM). 

Shorebirds and Terns.—Thirty-five Black-bellied 
Plover were observed on the Bosque Refuge, May 11 
(RF), a large number for the Rio Grande Valley. A 
Wilson's Snipe was flushed, and alighted again, in a 
dry sandy arroyo at least 10 miles east of the Rio 
Grande in the Sandia Mountains foothills, N. Mex., 
April 11 (FJF). Two Lesser Yellow-legs were seen 
in the Bill Williams Delta, April 16; the species is 
very rare in the Colorado Valley on the spring mi- 
gration (GM). Two Sanderlings were observed at 
Havasu Landing, Calif., on Havasu Lake, May 21 
(Charles Darling, GM). An unusual concentration 
of 300 Black Terns was found on the Bosque Refuge, 
May 14 (RF). 

Doves through Wood peckers.—A White-winged 
Dove was noted at Boulder Beach, Nev., on Lake 
Mead, May 6 to 10 (Russell K. Grater). A Yellow- 
billed Cuckoo had arrived at the Bosque Refuge, May 
14 (RF). A Flammulated Owl was observed in Juan 
Tabo Canyon on the west side of the Sandia Moun- 
tains, May 23 (FJF). A Poor-will was captured from 
its perch high in the rafters of the railroad station in 
Phoenix, Ariz., May 7 (A. S. Margolin). The first 
Common Nighthawk was seen at Espafiola, N. Mex., 
May 26 (PRS). A male Rivoli’s Hummingbird was 
carefully observed along Workman Creek, on the 
Sierra Ancha Experimental Forest, Ariz., northeast of 
Roosevelt Lake, May 16 (R. Roy Johnson, James 
Simpson). Lewis’s Woodpeckers were numerous near 
Prescott, Ariz., until about May 18, then disappeared 
(Heidi McLernon). 

Flycatchers and Swallows.—Two Lesser (Arizona) 
Crested Flycatchers were seen near Peoria, Ariz., May 
9 (RRJ), and the species was noted at Parker Dam, 
Calif., May 21 and 25 (GM). A male Vermilion Fly- 
catcher was feeding with a flock of Mountain Blue- 
birds at Tijeras, N. Mex., at an elevation of 6500 
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ft. along U.S. Highway 66 east of Albuquerque 
(FJF). A colony of about 80 Bank Swallow nests, 
with the birds already present, was discovered west 
of San Marcial Lake, Socorro Co., N. Mex., April 12 
(RF). A male Purple Martin was seen at Topock, 
Ariz., on the Havasu Lake Refuge, May 1 (GM). 

Nutcrackers through Starlings.—Clark’s Nutcrackers 
were still around Los Alamos, N. Mex., May 5 
(PRS). A Red-breasted Nuthatch lingered in El 
Paso, Tex., until April 24 (Lena Mcbee, ef al.). Late 
Brown Thrashers were one on the Bosque Refuge, 
April 14 (RF), and one at El Paso until May 10 
(LM, ef al.). Two pairs of Am. Robins nested at 
Boulder City, Nev.; this is the second year the species 
has nested there (Nora Poyser). A Blue-gray Gnat- 
catcher had arrived at Los Alamos. May 2 (PRS). 
Two Arizona nests of the Common Starling were 
located at Tempe, with adults seen feeding young, 
May 25 (RRJ). Their nesting at Tucson, Ariz., was 
also reported (R. W. Dickerman, fide Allan R. 
Phillips). These are the first breeding records for the 
State. 

00d Warblers —Two Black and White Warblers 
were noted at El] Paso, May 16 (Jasper Wooldridge). 
A Lucy’s Warbler was seen at El Paso, south of its 
usual range along the Rio Grande, May 12 (LM, 
et al.). A male Hermit Warbler was observed at the 
Boy Scout camp near El Paso, May 1, the first record 
for the area (LM, et al.). A Black-poll Warbler 
was seen and carefully studied in New Mexico near 
Canutillo, Tex., on May 11th (Mary Belle Keefer, 
LM. JW); this is probably the first record for the 
State, as the only previous one appears to be dubious. 
An Oven-bird was found at Fabens, Tex., May 9 
(MBK, JW), and one appeared the following day in 
El Paso (MBK, LM, JW). Thus, this was a good 
season for unusual warblers in the El Paso area. An 
Am. Redstart was observed at Parker, May 23 (GM). 

Tanagers.—An Hepatic Tanager was noted on the 
Bosque Refuge, April 26 (RF), an unusual lowland 
record, 

Finches and Sparrows.—A male Rose-breasted Gros- 
beak was observed at Parker, May 16, and a female, 
May 30, in the exact locality where a male was seen 
last June (GM). Male Indigo Buntings were found 
near San Xavier Mission, Ariz., May 25 and 26 (Joe 
T. Marshall, HM). A flock of 7 Evening Grosbeaks 
was seen in the Cole Springs area on the east slope 
of the Sandia Mountains, April 19 (FJF), and the 
species was also noted near Pojoaque, N. Mex., May 
2 (PRS). A flock of about 100 Pine Siskins was 
feeding on dandelion seeds in an Albuquerque park, 
April 30 (FJF), and 3 were seen at Parker as late as 
May 16 (GM). A pair of Am. Goldfinches was noted 
at Parker, April 25, and a female was seen at Pitts- 
burg Point on Havasu Lake, May 6 (GM). A small 
flock of Red Crossbills stayed at El Paso until April 
30 (LM, et al.). Abert’s Towhees are now very com- 
mon at Boulder City (NP). An Oregon Junco was 
seen at Black Meadow Wash on the California side 
of lower Havasu Lake, April 3 (GM).—GALE 
Monson, Havasu Lake Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Parker, 
Ariz. 
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NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—April wa; 
generally cooler than normal, with more precipita. 
tion. May was very nearly normal in all respects, ex. 
cept for a cold snap at the 
first of the month. H. 4 
Laing of Comox kindly sub. 
stituted for Theed Pearse, 
who was in Europe. Mrs. 
Schultz thought there was q 
greater abundance of small 
land birds in Washington 
than she had ever seen. Gar. 
rett Eddy observed a wave 
of warblers at Seattle the 
equal of any he had seen in 
the East. This occurred op 
May 4 and 5, correlated with 
an easing of cold weather in 
the south. Solitary and War. 
bling Vireos, Orange-crowned, Nashville, Black. 
throated Gray, Townsend’s and Black-capped War. 
blers were involved. Usually migration waves do not 
occur in this Region. 

Loons, Grebes.—At Seattle on May 8 Garrett Eddy 
saw 4 Red-throated Loons in winter plumage, and 2 
Horned Grebes in spring plumage. Over 300 Wester 
Grebes were at Seattle, May 8 (GE), and the last 
seen at Blaine was on May 18 (Lucile H. Kline). 

Swans, Geese —Whistling Swans flew over Comox, 
Vancouver Island, April 29 (C. Estlin, fide Laing). 
At Corvallis, Oreg., about 800 Canada Geese passed 
over low on April 22 (R. E. Phillips). Two large 
flocks were flying low over NE Seattle, early April 
27, just after recession of strong NE and NW winds 
(Grace Olsen). Other flocks were migrating at 
Seattle, April 29 (Violet E. Cannon). (Cackling) 
Canada Geese (300+ minima) flew low over Cor- 
vallis, April 23 (REP), and about 35 were at Grays 
Harbor, Wash., May 16 (ZMS). A flock of around 
50 White-fronted Geese flew low over Seattle, April 
25; 13 were noted, April 26 (VEC). They were 
heard at Victoria, April 25 and 26 (C. J. Guiguet). 
About 200 came to Comox, April 30 (HML). Black 
Brant moved from bays at Blaine, March 8. At 
Comox, they were on the move from April 2 (Strong 
SE wind) to April 14, with about 2000, April 9. 
They left Seattle by May 12, but over 1000 were 
seen at Grays Harbor, Wash., May 13 (Vivian 
Thorne), and about 800 were seen at Tillamook, 
Oreg., May 15 (REP). 

Ducks.—The last Pintails (12) were seen at 
Blaine, April 17 (LHK). A pair of Blue-winged 
Teal, unusual at Victoria, was seen by A. E. David- 
son and others. Ten male European Widgeons and 
a few females supposed to be of this species were at 
Longview, Wash., from Nov. 26 to April 10 (A. B. 
Lintecum). Two pairs of Wood Ducks were near 
Comox, April 25, where several hundred Greater 
Scaup on April 3 had increased to about 1000 on 
April 5, drawn by spawning herring. There were 
over 50 Greater Scaup at one beach at Seattle, May 
8 (GE). The last Greater Scaup were seen at Blaine, 
May 11, but the Lesser had gone by March 30. The 
last Am. Golden-eye was seen at Blaine, May 2, and 
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at Seattle, May 8. Buffle-heads left Blaine, April 21. 
By April 25 most of the ducks wintering at Victoria 
had gone, leaving only Old-squaws, Buffle-heads, and 
scaup; a month later all had gone, except some 
Harlequins. At Victoria it seems that it is only the 
immature and non-breeding Harlequins which remain 
all summer. There were about 100 White-winged 
Scoters at Seattle on May 8 (GE). 

Vultures, Hawks——A Turkey Vulture at Grays 
Harbor, and another near Shelton, Wash., May 16, 
are worthy of mention (ZMS). An adult Goshawk 
northeast of Victoria, May 18, was the first seen for 
some time (CJG). The first Osprey of the season 
was seen at Comox, April 10. Three Marsh Hawks 
were seen at Victoria, April 28 (ARD). 

Cranes, Coots —A flock of Sandhill Cranes was re- 
ported passing Comox, April 16 (J. Hames, fide 
Laing). Over 100 wintering Am. Coots at Camas, 
east of Vancouver, Wash., had dwindled to a few by 
May 1 (A. C. and H. F. Roberts). The last coots 
were seen at Blaine on April 13. 

Shorebirds.—Ringed Plover and Ruddy Turnstones 
were abundant at Grays Harbor, May 15. Black- 
bellied Plover (20 to 30) were also seen there, 
mostly in winter plumage (ZMS). Black Turnstones 
(8) were seen at Grays Harbor, May 4 (Mr. and 
Mrs. R. M. Boggs); one at Cannon Beach, Oreg., 
May 15 (REP), and one on the southeast coast of 
Vancouver Island, May 13 (CJG). Two Wilson’s 
Snipe were noted at Comox, April 5; 72 on April 
16. Long-billed Curlews (8) were seen at Grays Har- 
bor, May 13 (Vivian Thorne). Hudsonian Curlews 
were listed at Victoria, April 29; at Blaine and 
Grays Harbor, May 5; and again at Grays Harbor, 
May 15. A pair of Solitary Sandpipers, unusual at 
Victoria, were seen, May 2 (ARD). Both Greater and 
Lesser Yellow-legs were plentiful on tidal ponds in 
South Seattle by April 18 (VEC). The first Greater 
Yellow-legs were at Blaine, March 30; they increased, 
April 14, and were reduced to 2 on May 13. They 
were first seen at Comox, April 13. About 200 Red 
Knots were counted at Grays Harbor, May 1 (Wm. 
Goodge); they had dwindled to a few, May 13 
(VT). Four Rock Sandpipers were seen there on 
May 4 (RMB). Least Sandpipers were at Comox, 
April 25. There were only a few at Grays Harbor, 
May 1, but they were present in hundreds, May 
13. At Blaine there were about 2000 Red-backed 
Sandpipers, April 13; 150 on May 12. At Grays 
Harbor, approximately 1000 were noted, May 15 
(ZMS). Four Dowitchers were seen at Victoria, May 
2 (ARD), and two fair-sized flocks at Grays Harbor, 
May 13 (VY). Western Sandpipers passed through 
the Seattle area from April 4 to May 9 (VEC). At 
Grays Harbor, there were over 1200, May 4 (RMB); 
in the hundreds, May 13 (VT); but only a few, May 
15 (ZMS). The first Westerns were at Victoria, April 
28. Sanderlings (1000+) were at Grays Harbor, May 
15 (ZMS), and 4 were seen at Seattle (uncommon), 
May 8 (GE). Wandering Tattlers (4) were seen at 
Grays Harbor, May 4 (RMB). At least 100 Short- 
billed Gulls were at Seattle, April 23 (ZMS); the 
last were at Blaine, April 28. Bonaparte’s Gulls were 
numerous on Lake Washington, in breeding plumage, 















































May 1 (ZMS); and 11 were noted at Blaine, May 3 
and 4. A rare Caspian Tern was seen at the south 
end of Hoods Canal, Wash., May 14 (VT). 

Pigeons through W ood peckers.—Band-tailed Pigeons 
were recorded as follows: first appearance at Comox, 
April 16; at Blaine, May 2; and at Camas (75+), 
May 9. A Black Swift was seen at Bellevue, May 14 
(W. M. Hagenstein). Vaux’s Swifts arrived at Blue 
River, 40 miles NE of Eugene, Oreg., May 2 (REP); 
at Bellevue, May 9 (WMH); at Puyallup, Wash., 
May 14 (VEC); and at Victoria, May 30 (ARD). 
Rufous Hummingbirds were at Longview, March 5; 
at Seattle, March 21; and were plentiful on Vashon 
Island, west of Seattle, March 28. The first male 
reached Victoria, April 1, and the first female was 
recognized on April 12, although 50 plus were in a 
cherry tree, April 11. At Comox, the first male 
Rufous Hummingbird was seen, April 11; the first 
female, April 19. There was a flight of 25 Lewis's 
Woodpeckers at Corvallis, April 23 (REP). Ap- 
parently increasing in western Washington, they were 
seen south of Tacoma, May 9 (VEC); at Bellevue, 
May 5 (WMH); and at Seattle, May 8 (GE). 

Flycatchers, S.vallows.—Traill’s Flycatchers were 
reported at Seattle, May 18; at Blaine, May 26; and 
Victoria, May 28. Western Flycatchers were at 
Seattle, April 22, and at Victoria, April 27. The 
Western Wood Pewee was first seen at Victoria, May 
16. The irregular Hammond’s Flycatcher was noted 
at Seattle, May 1 (Schultz and Henretty). Olive- 
sided Flycatchers were at the Tacoma prairies, May 
14; at Grays Harbor and Victoria, May 16. Both Mrs. 
Schultz and Mrs. Kline thought Violet-green Swallows 
were much more numerous. They were at Seattle, 
March 12; Camas, March 13; Longview, March 17; 
Blaine, March 22; and Comox, April 10. Mrs. Kline 
reported a wave of Violet-greens at Pt. Roberts, 
Wash., near the Canadian border, about April 9. A 
few Tree Swallows were at Camas, Feb. 25. They 
were at Bellevue, Feb. 28, and were first seen at 
Blaine, April 15. They were in numbers at Victoria by 
March 14. Barn Swallows first came to Longview, 
March 20 (ABL); were seen at several places in 
King Co., Wash., April 18; Bellingham, April 24 
(ZMS); Blaine, April 27; and Victoria, April 29. 
Cliff Swallows were at Bellevue and Blaine, April 
11; Seattle, April 18; and at Camas, April 26. Rough- 
winged Swallows were at Victoria, April 17; Seattle, 
April 18; Camas, April 26; and at Bellevue, May 23. 
Purple Martins were at nest sites at Comox, April 18; 
and in downtown Seattle, April 21 (Mrs. J. I. 
Colwell). 

Creepers, Wrens, Thrushes.—A Brown Creeper was 
seen at Comox, April 19; almost rare now, they 
formerly nested. House Wrens were at, the Tacoma 
prairies by May 14 (VEC); and were first seen at 
Victoria, May 16 (ARD). The peak of Hermit 
Thrushes through Seattle was in the week of April 
25 (VEC). They were first seen at Camas, May 1. 
Thrushes, probably Hermits judging from the dates, 
were at Longview, April 7; Victoria, April 17; and 
Blaine, April 18. The Olive-backed arrives two to 
three weeks later. They were noted at Bellevue, April 
27; and at Seattle and Camas, May 10. The first mi- 
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grant Western Bluebirds were seen at Blaine, April 
13, and on the east coast of Vancouver Island, April 
3 (J. Stainer, fide Guiguet). Two unusual Mountain 
Bluebirds were seen at Blaine, April 13. Townsend's 
Solitaires were coming to the Seattle area, April 18 
to 30 (VEC); the first was seen at Blaine, April 28. 
Water Pipits were at Bellevue, April 18; at Victoria, 
May 3; and at Blaine, May 5. About 40 were seen 
near Comox, April 25. 

Vireos, Warblers.—A big wave of vireos and war- 
blers at Seattle was reported in the introduction. The 
first Solitary Vireos were at Victoria, April 9; at 
Seattle, April 20; and at Comox, April 23. Warbling 
Vireos came to Victoria, April 15 (ARD), and to 
Seattle, April 25 (VEC). Orange-crowned Warblers 
were first noted at Seattle and Bellevue, April 4 
(RMB, WMH); at Victoria (numerous), April 17; 
Comox, April 23; and Blaine, April 27. Yellow War- 
blers were at Longview, April 19; Victoria, April 
27 (CJG); but were not noted at Seattle until May 
1 (ZMS); Bellevue, May 9; and Blaine, May 7. The 
peak of Myrtle Warbler migration through Seattle 
was about April 24 (VEC); and a few were still 
there, May 1 (ZMS). The first Audubon’s (1 pair) 
were at Comox, April 11; and at Blaine, April 17. 
The height of the Audubon’s migration at Victoria 
was on May 1, but not so many were seen; a few 
Myrtles were also seen, May 1 (ARD). The first 
Townsend's Warblers were at Victoria, April 17. One 
Hermit Warbler was seen at Seattle, April 12 (RMB). 
Macgillivray’s Warblers were on the Tacoma prairies, 
May 14 (VEC). They arrived at Victoria, May 16. 
Common Yellowthroats were first reported at Belle- 
vue, April 18 (WMH); and at Seattle, April 24 
(VEC). Black-capped Warblers were at Longview, 
April 30; Seattle, May 1; Victoria, May 2; and 
Blaine, May 

Blackbirds through Tanagers.—There were several 
occurrences of Yellow-headed Blackbirds (rare on 
the west side). Two were seen at Blaine, April 22; 
at least one female in Seattle, April 24 to the end of 
the period (VEC and RMB); and a male at Westport, 
May 3 (RMB). A Brown-headed Cowbird was seen 
at Seattle, May 15, by Mrs. G. C. Henretty, who 
knows its well. A Bullock’s Oriole was at Bellevue 
from May 14 to the end of the period (WMH). Mrs. 
Schultz had never seen so many Western Tanagers, 
on both sides of the Cascade Mountains. First arrivals 
were: Longview, April 3; Camas, May 3; Seattle, May 
4; and Victoria, May 16. 

Finches.—Black-headed Grosbeaks came to Seattle, 
May 1; to Bellevue, May 8; and to Victoria, May 28. 
Mrs. Schultz is of the opinion that non-breeding 
Evening Grosbeaks wander all year, hence it is diffi- 
cult to show a pattern by dates. They were at Cor- 
vallis, Oreg., in hundreds until May 3, then thinned 
out, with 40 counted on May 31 (REP). About 160 
were at Longview from May 23 to the end of the 
period. They were abundant northeast of Nanaimo, 
B. C., April 11 (Stainer). Casual at Victoria, 5 were 
seen, May 9 (ARD). A male House Finch in South 
Seattle, April 10, was probably on territory (ZMS) ; 
and a male and 2 females were seen, May 9 (RMB). 
Pine Siskins wander widely in winter. If not present 
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in a particular locality all the time, they come jp 
with the blooming of dandelions. This is true also of 
Am. Goldfinches. Cold weather delayed development 
of dandelions this year, hence the two species were 
late in many places. The first Pine Siskins came to 
Blaine, April 23, and there were about 500 on April 
27. A few Am. Goldfinches normally winter in the 
Seattle area; the migrants were extremely late (ZMS). 
They first came to Blaine, April 20, but were not 
common until May 2. The first date for Victoria was 
April 27; and for Seattle. May 8 (GE). 
Spurrows.—From collected specimens of Savannah 
Sparrows, Mrs. Schultz thinks that birds Passing 
through in late April and May are northern-nesting 
subspecies. We have such diverse reports as: Camas, 
May 3 and 10; Blaine, March 29 and May 12; Seattle. 
April 11 and May 1. The subspecies brooks? was nest. 
ing at Victoria, April 17, where the first transient was 
seen, April 25, and the last, May 15 (ARD). They 
were “numerous” at Comox, April 16 (Hames, Ade 
Laing). The first Vesper Sparrows were at Camas, 
April 27, and at the Tacoma prairies, May 9. Two 
Slate-colored Juncos (ssp. Ayemalis) were banded by 
Mrs. Kline at Blaine, April 16. Chipping Sparrows 
are very local in distribution on the west side. They 
arrived at Victoria, April 13; and at Blaine, April 
15 (common on April 27;; 31 banded). Other te. 
ports were: Bellevue, April 17; Seattle, April 20; 
Camas and Comox, April 22. There was a strong 
movement at Seattle, May 4 and 5 (GE). The rare 
Harris’s Sparrow was seen at Fall City, King Co., 
Wash., April 18, by Hagenstein and others. The first 
White-crowned Sparrows were seen at Longview and 
Blaine, April 1; at Bellevue and Victoria, April 6; 
Camas, April 21. There was also a movement through 
Seattle the last of April (VEC). A few of the 
Gambel’s subspecies were passing through Seattle 
from April 4 to May 20. Both subspecies were heard 
in proximity, May 1 (ZMS). Twenty-three Gambel’s 
were banded at Blaine: the first on April 28, the last, 
May 19. Golden-crowned Sparrows were passing 
through Seattle from April 11 to May 22 (VEC). 
Hagenstein reported more on the east side of Lake 
Washington than in any other year. The first was 
seen at Blaine, April 22 (common from May 1 to 
11). At Victoria, about 50 were around Davidson's 
home from May 5 to 13. Lintecum reported the height 
of migration at Longview on May 10. Fox Sparrows 
were also more numerous at Bellevue than any other 
year. They were gathering in groups in Seattle, April 
4, and gradually left before May 1 (VEC). There 
was another movement through Seattle, May 4 and 
5 (GE). The last Fox Sparrow was seen at Blaine. 
April 17, and at Victoria, May 4. One Lincoln's 
Sparrow was seen at Blaine, April 29; and 3 at Vic 
toria, May 2. One Lapland Longspur was seen at 
Grays Harbor, May 4 and 5 (RMB).—MartTua R. 
FLAHAUT and ZELLA M. SCHULTZ, Washington State 
Museum, University of Washington, Seattle. 


MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST REGION.—Although 
reports from observers for this Spring Season have not 
been so numerous as usual those received generally 
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indicate average or normal migration and nesting both 
js to numbers and dates. Precipitation was adequate 
and weather conditions were such that there were no 
noticeable waves of migrants. So this report consists 
primarily of those records which appear to be sufh- 
ciently uncommon to be worth noting. 

Shearwaters through Ibises—Sooty Shearwaters 
numbering in the thousands were seen on Monterey 
Bay by Charles and Viola Anderson, May 25. Walter 
J. Fitzpatrick reported a flock of 25 White Pelicans 
that few over Yosemite Valley on May 8. On April 
14, W. B. Minturn found an Am. Bittern at Moss 
Landing where the same observer saw a White-faced 
Ibis, May 22. 

Geese and Ducks.—Five Canada Geese, first seen 
on Mirror Lake, Yosemite Valley, April 18, were still 
there, June 5 (WJF). Black Brant remained late at 
Bodega Bay where Joseph Kittredge saw 40 on May 
12 and Lillian K. Henningsen counted 21 on June 2. 
A. Laurence Curl saw 4 Fulvous Tree-ducks on the 
west side of the San Joaquin Valley near Gustine, 
April 16. An Old-squaw was still present on Tomales 
Bay, April 1 (JK). 

Hawks.—On May 11, which is late in the season 
for so low an elevation, there was a Goshawk at 
Happy Isles in Yosemite Valley (WJF). 

Shorebirds —An Am. Oyster-catcher was observed 
at Pt. Lobos on April 3 by H. L. Tuttle, who is fa- 
miliar with the bird in Mexico. This record, published 
in The Sanderling, appears to be the only one for 
these coasts since 1910. Ringed Plover, rather uncom- 
mon away from the coast, were seen at 2 places in 
the San Joaquin Valley: 2 near Mendota on April 
21 and 2 at Lanes Bridge, 10 miles north of Fresno, 
April 25 (WBM). Late migrating Hudsonian Cur- 
lews were reported at Santa Cruz; 10 on May 24 
(WBM); and at Tomales Bay, 5 on June 1 (JK). 
Ken Legg saw a Lesser Yellow-legs at Natural Bridges 
Park near Santa Cruz, April 1. A nesting Western 
Willet at Lake Tahoe, found by W. K. Kirsher and 
A. J. Argante on May 31, is considerably to the 
south of previously known sites in California. Mrs. 
Junea W. Kelly reported 50 Red Knots, April 14, 
at Bay Farm Island on San Francisco Bay where Curl 
saw some, April 17. The Andersons found Baird’s 
Sandpipers in unusual numbers at Moss Landing 
where there were about 30 on April 14, April 20, 
and May 27. The same observers saw 20 Sanderlings 
in the same vicinity as late as May 27. Fourteen mi- 
grating Western Sandpipers stopped at Lanes Bridge 
on April 30 (WBM). On the Elkhorn Slough nest- 
ing grounds at Moss Landing Black-necked Stilts were 
more numerous than in other years with at least 20 
present on May 3 and still there on June 3 when the 
first nest was found (CA, VA). Am. Avocets on the 
nesting grounds at Moss Landing numbered 25 dur- 
ing May with the first 2 nests found, May 2. On May 
14 when 2 more nests were found all nests contained 
4 eggs. Five young were seen in the area on May 30 
(CA, VA). 

Gulls and Terns.—Short-billed Gulls remained late 
near Santa Cruz where Minturn counted 160 on 
April 10 and 100 on April 20. The large numbers of 
Western Gulls which stayed about Moss Landing 


throughout the season may have accounted for the 
reduction in the number of Forster's Terns in the 
nesting colony to about 500, a little more than half 
as many as in former years (CA, VA). Black Terns, 
seldom seen on the central California coast, were ob- 
served in 2 places: one at Moss Landing, May 2 
(CA, VA), and one in the vicinity of Santa Cruz, 
May 22 (WBM). There were 4 Common Terns at 
Moss Landing on April 14. Least Terns were feeding 
young at the mouth of the Pajaro River, May 22 
(WBM). 

Flycatchers, Bluebirds, Vireos, Warblers —Minturn, 
who finds Gray Flycatchers only during the first week 
in May near Fresno, saw one on May 1. Western 
Bluebirds again nested on the floor of the San Joaquin 
Valley at Lanes Bridge (WBM), where the same ob- 
server saw a Bell’s Vireo on May 3. There was a late 
migrating Townsend's Warbler at Berkeley on May 
21 (JK). At Castle Rock in the Santa Cruz Moun- 
tains, where Emily Smith has reported singing male 
Hermit Warblers for several nesting seasons, she lo- 
cated a nest with a female on it, May 30. 

Finches and Sparrows.—The first Blue Grosbeak of 
the season, a male, appeared at Lanes Bridge, April 
28 (WBM). James O. Wanzer had a Common Red- 
poll in his garden in Sacramento on March 20 when 
he watched it for some time as close as 6 feet. Two 
vagrant Lark Sparrows were seen in Yosemite Valley 
on May 5 (WJF) and they were extremely abundant 
in the country from San Andreas to Mariposa,. May 
10 and 11; and on the Big Oak Flat Road, May 14 
(WMP).—RussELt H. Pray, 662 Santa Rosa Ave., 
Berkeley 7, Calif. 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—The 
spring season was ushered in by wind- and rain- 
storms which had a marked effect upon the 
north-bound and mountain-bound migrants. Many 
species which normally arrive by the first part of May 
were discouraged from moving out of Mexico until 
the storms were over. Western Wood Pewees, Olive- 
sided Flycatchers, and many of the warblers were very 
late in arriving. An attempt at a Big List was thwarted 
on May 1 by blustery winds and snow drifts in the 
mountains. A list of only 155 was gained as compared 
with an expected 175 birds at this date. The moderate 
Sierra Nevada snowpack was quickly melted by early 
mountain thaws and many mountain meadows came 
into bloom fully a month in advance of normal. 
Southern California mountains, however, retained 
snowdrifts down to the 6000-foot level until mid-May. 
Temperatures for Southern California were below 
normal during April and early May, and rose to 
slightly above normal for the rest of the spring season. 

Loons, Grebes, and Shearwaters—The northward 
flight of loons was widespread through April and May 
with the heaviest flights coming in late May. Four 
hundred Pacific Loons passed Anacapa Island in a few 
hours on May 23 and the flight was over by the end of 
May. Western Grebes lingered in Southern California 
waters until the end of April. About 1000 birds were 
still present on the ocean off Santa Monica on April 
15. Eared Grebes were generally scarce. Sooty Shear- 
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waters were abundant offshore through May and June. 
Three thousand birds were observed from shore at 
Lake McGrath, May 22 (Mimi and A. Small, Robert 
Smart), and 3500 were present in the Anacapa Island 
Channel, May 23, together with 40 Pink-footed Shear- 
waters. 

Waterfouwl—No Whistling Swans were reported. 
Most of the geese in the Imperial Valley had departed 
by the end of March. A few geese lingered in the 
Valley into May. Two Snow Geese were last seen in 
Imperial Valley, April 11 (J. H. Comby). Two 
White-fronted Geese remained at China Lake until 
mid-May (D. W. Moore). Small flocks of Black Brant 
were seen along the coast during April and May. No 
tree-ducks were reported. Most of the non-resident 
dabbling ducks had departed by mid-April. A single 
Blue-winged Teal was at China Lake, May 30 
(DWM). Some hundreds of Surf Scoters were still 
present on the ocean in late May. A single Wood 
Duck (the only one reported) was at Westlake Park 
during April and early May (Herbert Clarke). 

Birds of Prey—The main flight of Swainson’s 
Hawks was not observed but reports of scattered birds 
indicate that the flight must have come early in April. 
Pigeon Hawks were scarce. The main bulk of the 
migrating Turkey Vultures passed through our Region 
during March 19, 20, and 21. In those three days, 
more than 2000 birds were observed Palm 
Springs alone (RS). 

Quail through Pigeons.—California, Gambel's, and 
Mountain Quail were reported as abundant. A 
single Gambel’s Quail reached the Santa Ana wash 
near Redlands, May 1. Rock Partridges were numerous 
in the drier areas. Band-tailed Pigeons were nowhere 
reported in large flocks but were widely scattered in 
smaller groups. 

Rails, Cranes, and Shorebirds.—Virginia Rails and 
Soras continue to be more difficult to find as their 
habitat is fast disappearing in Southern California. 
There are now but a few choice localities where one 
may be reasonably sure of seeing these species. The 
spring migration of shorebirds was good and ll 
species were well represented. Long-billed Curlew 
seemed down and Hudsonian Curlew were somewhat 
low. Most of the migrating shorebirds as well as the 
residents from the winter season had departed for the 
north by mid-May. The heaviest flights of migrant 
shorebirds took place in the latter part of April. On 
May 1, 12 Wilson’s Phalaropes in breeding plumage 
were feeding at Upper Newport Bay. Two Wandering 
Tattlers, the only ones reported this spring, were at 
Corona del Mar the same date. 

Jaegers, Gulls, Terns, and Alcids.—Jaegers have 
been very scarce this spring. Bonaparte’s Gulls mi- 
grated through in small numbers during the latter 
part of April and early May after the main wintering 
group had departed late in March. Most of the 
Glaucous-winged Gulls had departed by mid-March. 
A single second-year Glaucous Gull was at Malibu, 
April 15 (Ed.) and another was at Lake McGrath, 
May 22 (RS, Ed.). A Laughing Gull reached China 
Lake on June 10 (DWM). The least maritime of all 
the gulls, the Franklin’s, was seen some 25 miles off- 
shore near Anacapa Island, May 23 (Ed., et al.); no 
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explanation is offered. Some interesting observations 
of alcids are as follows: an immature Common 
Murre near Anacapa Island, May 23 (Ed., et al.):; q 
single Cassin’s Auklet and 6 Xantus’s Murrelets near 
Anacapa on the same day (Ed., et al.) ; and 15 Pigeon 
Guillemots feeding near the rock cliffs of Santa Cruz 
Island while carrying food into caves in the cliff gave 
good indication that these birds have returned to a 
former nesting ground which they have not used for 
a number of years. Black Terns arrived at the settling 
ponds at China Lake in early May and were numerous 
by June (DWM). 

Goatsuckers through Kingfishers—Lesser Night. 
hawks were numerous over desert regions in early 
April but the Common Nighthawk was scarce. Vaux’s 
Swifts were late as most of them passed through dur. 
ing the second week in May. No Black Swifts were 
seen. Black-chinned Hummingbirds arrived during the 
latter part of March. Allen’s Hummingbirds were first 
recorded in migration, Jan. 2, from Tucker Bird 
Sanctuary (Josephine O. Bull) and most of them had 
passed through by the end of March. Rufous Hum. 
mingbirds migrated through from mid-March to mid- 
May. Calliope Hummingbirds were numerous in some 
foothill localities until mid-May. The Belted King. 
fisher is becoming increasingly difficult to find in 
Southern California. 

Flycatchers through Jays.—Western Kingbirds 
were extremely numerous in early April and had 
tapered off by the end of the month. Cassin’s King- 
birds were scarce. Ash-throated Flycatchers were a 
little late but most had arrived by the end of April. 
Olive-sided Flycatchers and Western Wood Pewees 
were very late in arriving at their breeding grounds. 
A Stellar’s Jay, the first record for Orange County, 
came to the feeding tray at the Tucker Bird Sanctuary, 
April 25 (JOB). 

Wrens, Thrushes, Waxwings.—Winter Wrens were 
extremely rare. Am. Robins departed from the low- 
lands by mid-April although many birds have taken 
residence in foothill areas. There has been an increas- 
ing trend for robins to remain in urban areas of 
Southern California to breed. Hermit Thrushes de- 
parted early but Olive-backed Thrushes did not arrive 
until the second week of May. Cedar Waxwings had 
departed by the end of March. 

Warblers—The warbler migration was generally 
late due no doubt to the northwest winds which blew 
steadily during late April and early May. These winds 
ind low temperatures had a damming effect on the 
birds and they arrived with wave-like proportions dur- 
ing the middle of May. A single Myrtle Warbler was 
at Tucker Bird Sanctuary from March 23 until April 
3 (JOB). The Painted Redstart remained near San 
Bernardino until the end of March. 

Tanagers through Finches —Western Tanagers came 
through in large flocks but were reported as un- 
observed in many areas until the middle of May. 
Black-headed Grosbeaks were about normal and Blue 
Grosbeaks were plentiful and seemed to have in- 
creased their range as they were widely reported. Two 
birds were seen not 100 yards from the ocean near 
Paradise Cove on May 30 (Ed.)—ARNOLD SMALL, 
Audubon Camp of California, Norden, Calif. 
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